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but he nevertheless Degged that, as he was an “ old man, and ignorant,”? the Admiral would 
relent as regards the of exile. Ja Ja asked to be allowed to spend the remainder of 
his days at Accra. This Petition, though signed by Ja Ja, was in the handwriting of his 
native solicitor (Edmund Bannerman). [ strongly sus that the latter persoa is 
reluctant to let such a profitable client slip through his clutches. This is also the 
Admiral’s opinion. I therefore most earnestly (as much on Ja Ja’s behalf as for any other 
cause) appeal to your Lordship to confirm Sir Walter Hunt-Grubbe’s decision as regards 
exiling Ja Ja completely from the West Coast of Africa. | would cite two reasons for this 
step :— 


1. Ja Ja’s powerful influence as a “ju ju” man, which extends along the West Coast 
of Africa from Sierra Leone to Old C . “Ju ju” isa mixture of religious belief 
and freemasonry, independent of race or | age. In leaving Ja Ja at Accra or any 
where on the West Coast, you leave to him t power of secretly exerting his influence 
for evil over all the native races on the coast-line. Through this “ju ju” Ja Ja can 
and does send messages overland from Accra to the Oil Rivers. 

2. If Ja Ja remains in West Africa, and especially on the Gold Coast, he will become 
the prey of the multitude of unscrupulous native lawyers, who will mulct him of a large 
proportion of his income in return for keeping up a constant and clamorous agitation on 
his behalf. He will thus become a thorn in the side of the Colonial Government. 

The kindest procedure as far as Ja Ja is concerned would be at once to confirm the 
Admiral’s decision, and to immediately transport Ja Ja to some pleasant spot in the 
British West Indies. I feel sure the Adiniralty would lend their assistance in detailing 
a vessel of war to convey Ja Ja from Accra to the West Indies. At the Cape of Good 
Hope Ja Ja might get among political agitators, in St. Helena or Ascension he would 
ro pine away, but in the West Indies he might find a quiet and cheerful place of 
residence. | 
___ Every one is agreed at Accra—Ja Ja not excepted—that the ex-King of Opobo has 
improved greatly in health since he was removed from the turmoil and intrigues of his 


for 1501. the fine of 30 Sea which was conditionally remitted by Lord Rosebery 
in his letter to Ja Ja o the 16th June, 1886. I had promised to repay this fine to 
Ja Ja before, as your Lordship may remember in my despatches Nos. 11 and 13 of the 
28th July and the 12th August, 1887; but I made the repayment conditional on his 
good behaviour. In strict justice I do not think Ja Ja has any claim to have the fine 
repaid after his breaches of Treaty obligations, but, as the Admiral thinks he has been 
so much more severely punished by his deportation, perhaps it is better to deal generously 
with him and refund the sum in question. I have further taken on myself the responsi- 
bility of repaying this fine without first waiting for your Lordship’s sanction. f am 
leaving Accra to-morrow with the Admiral, and I hope never to see Ja Ja again; at 
any rate, for reasons given in my next despatch, No. 26, I do not propose to return to 
Accra for some time, and I therefore wish to be quit of all obligations as far as Ja Ja 
is concerned. I therefore trust your Lordship will excuse my somewhat precipitate 
action. 
_ have, &c. 
(Signed) H. H. JOHNSTON, 


a a 
Inclosure in No, 1. 


Rear-Admiral Sir W. Hunt-Grubbe to Ja Ja. 


Ja Ja, Government House, Accra, December 1, 1887. 

I HAVE now finished my inquiry as directed by the Admiralty, confining myself to 
the wing points :— 
3 aS eee at any time barred the trade to the inland districts beyond your own 
jurisdiction, such as Ohombela is alleged to be? 

2. Have you at any time blocked the mene 
3. Have you, since the Protectorate Treaty of the 19th December, 1884, was ted 
by yourself Chiefs, loyally endeavoured to carry out the provisions of that Treaty 

As regards the first, I find that such is not distinctly proved, though there is sufficient 

evidence of complicity on your part to prevent traders from passing through your territory 
to enable them to reach the upper markets ; also of your having by your influence taken 
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care that no one should be received in a cordial manner; in fact, you kept the “ju ju” on 
Ohombela after the Protectorate Treaty was signed. 

As regards the second, it is distinctly proved, your flat denial to the conirary 
notwithstanding, that on the occasion of Acting Consul Johnston’s visit to Azumena 
Creek, when his progress was barred by a boom placed across the creek, that your men 
were there at the time, and, though they took no active part in obstructing the Consul, 
they were the reverse of friendly, jeering and laughing at him and those with him. Those 
who did assault Mr. Consul Johnston and his party shouted out that they did so by 
your orders. Your canoes were passing through an opening left apparently for your 
purposes only. 

You say you had nothing to do with giving orders that the Consul was to be stopped, 
but whoever did so stop him knew better than to stop you and it is childish to assert that 
it was out of your power to prevent these unknown people from acting as they did, or to 
assert that you knew nothing about it. You wrote a letter to Consul Johnston warning him 
beforehand that something would happen to prevent him; consequently you knew that 
he was to be stopped, and even if you did not give orders yourself to stop him, you knew 
perfectly well who did so. — 

The affidayits sworn by Eppebilima and Okike respectively, that you issued arms 
and ammunition to the villages of Akano, Okpognanto, Dedolo, Dugeme, Ohonta, Ohuba, 
Okoluma, Omonta, and Onkpopula is to my mind so worthy of credit, and corresponds so 
accurately with the Consul’s description of the armed men at Azumena having new 
Sniders, that your simple denial carries no weight with it, neither does your remark, “Am I 
the Queen that I could make dash like that?” or words to that effect, do so; as your 
Agent, Mr. Turnbull, admitted to the Consul that you ordered from bim arms to a larger 
amount, and which order Mr, Turnbull very properly apprised the Consul of. 

As regards the third, you are well aware that you have failed in this. Look at your 
reluctance to break the “ju ju” with Ohombela, first at the private interview which you 
had with Captain Hand and Consul Johnston, in which they gave you wise counsel to sign 
_the Agreement subsequently signed by you under protest, your reason for so protesting 

being that your Chiefs were absent as Envoys in England ; and with reference to this 
mission to England, it was without the knowledge or sanction of the Consul that you sent 
them, and by so doing you infringed Article V of the Protectorate Treaty. 

However, you consented, as I say, reluctantly, to break the “ju ju” with Ohombela, 

and this reluctance showed itself in what occurred three days later to Consul Johnston, 
when he proceeded to Ohombela to see the Chiefs of that town. He was forcibly prevented 
by your own men from landing or proceeding to the town, and there can be no doubt that 
the absence of the Chiefs of Ohombela from the village was prearranged. As I have told 
you before, it is idle to assert that you had nothing to do with this, Your influence in the 
Opobo and the neighbourhood has been paramount for years, and as long as your power 
and force of character was rightly used, or not grossly misused, you were befriended by the 
different Commodores of the station and by the Consuls. 
. _— very reluctantly obliged to decide that you cannot be permitted to return to 
pobo. 
_ _ Opobo requires rest to enable proper and free trade to be developed. Your presence 
in the river would be fatal to peace and progress, 

I have therefore applied to his Excellency the Governor of the Gold Coast to detain 
yourself and your son Sunday Ja Ja at Accra until you have signified to him to which of 
the following places you would like to be sent to take up your abode for the period of 
time which Lord Salisbury may decree for your exile, and which period I shall recommend 
be for not less than five years, in the hopes that during that time your influence in the 

may have ceased to be felt. 

The places I submit for your choice are given in the inverse order as regards their 
attractiveness and desirability. They are :— 

The Islands of Ascension and St. Helena and the Cape Colony, or, if you should 
eet. it, one of the West India Islands. ie 

our maintenance in respectability will be assured you, an all propose to the 

Admiralty that a sum varying from 8001. to 1,000/. be paid you annually feds Ri uarterly 

oy hasimpesy the greater or less sum to depend on the affluence of Opobo as r trade, 
fact, to be regulated by the ‘‘comey.” 

Your property in the river can be administered in any way you think fit, subject to 
the approval of the Consul, and the sum to be paid you annually will be entirely indepen- 
dent of the income you may derive from it, and I shall recommend that all fines now 
outstanding against you be remitted. 
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exception was at that time taken to the evidence of a woman in the employ of the 
merchants at Opobo hostile to Ja Ja, on which the Consul appeared to lay much stress. 

It is, of course, premature for us to anticipate how your Lordship will view the 
evidence at the inquiry and the recommendation of Admiral Grubbe, but we most earnestly 
hope that, in view of the fact that early in last August it was openly stated in Liverpool 
and London that Ja Ja was to be exiled, and that the promised independent inquiry on the 
spot has not been carried through, your Lordship will not come to a decision until the 
evidence that may be placed before your Lordship has been carefully considered and 
verified, and that the Admiral’s recommendation is warranted by the evidence. 

As friends of King Ja Ja and his people, and still ignorant of any circumstance that 
warrants the recommendation of Adiniral Grubbe, we trust your Lordship will permit us to 
see the evidence produced at the inquiry before coming to a decision. 

We feel that King Ja Ja stands in a very trying position, and are most anxious that 
there should not be a miscarriage of justice, and that the evidence should be impartial and 
conclusive. So far as we know, no evidence has been taken from parties friendly to Ja Ja 
and his people, nor any opportunity given them to rebut that collected by Consul 
Johnston. 

Our Mr. Miller will be in London about the 17th instant, and will avail himself of the 
opportunity of calling at the Foreign Office. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) ALEX MILLER BROS. anp Co. 





No. 5. 
. Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received January 6.) 


Sir, ; Downing Street, January 6, 1888. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for the Colonies to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Marquis of Salisbury, a copy of a despatch from the Governor of the 
Gold Coast, containing an account of Sir W. Hunt-Grubbe’s decision in his inquiry into 
the conduct of Ja Ja. 

Iam, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT G. W. HERBERT. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 5. 
Governor Sir W. Griffith to Sir H. Holland. 


: Government House, Christiansborg Castle, Gold Coast, 
Sir, Accra, December 5, 1887. 

IN continuation of my despatch of the Ist instant, I have the honour to inclose 
the copy of a letter addressed to me by Sir Walter Hunt-Grubbe, containing an account 
of the decision he had arrived at in his inquiry into the conduct of King Ja Ja of Opobo. 

2. It will be seen that the Rear-Admiral has requested me to detain him and his son 
Sunday Ja Ja at Accra until he shall elect, with the sanction of the Admiralty and Foreign 
Office, to proceed in exile to any one of the following places, viz., Ascension, St. Helena, 
the Cape Colony, or one of the West India Islands. The term of exile recommended by 
the Rear-Admiral is one of not less than five years. 

3. I have informed the Rear-Admiral, in reply, that I would comply with his wishes 
pending receipt of your instructions on the subject. I inclose a copy of my letter. 

4. I may mention that I placed the correspondence noted in the margin* in the Rear- 
Admiral’s hands for perusal, and also that Acting Consul Johnston resided with Colonel 
White at Victoriaborg during the course of the inquiry, coming up daily to this Castle to 
be present at the proceedings. : 

5. Mr. Johnston returned to Opobo in the flag-ship ou the night of the 3rd instant, 
the Rear-Admiral having determined to visit the Oil Rivers district in company with the 
Acting Consul, touching at Lagos en route. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. BRANDFORD GRIFFITH. 


P.S. December 8.—Chiefs Cookey Gum and Shu Peterside left Accra for Opobo on 
the 7th instant with the sanction of Mr. Johnston. 
W. B. G. 





ad “(502)” September 19 and 28; Secretary of State, September 30 and October 7 and 25, 1887, 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 5. 
Rear-Admiral Sir W. Hunt-Grubbe to Governor Sir W. Griffith. 


Sir, “ Raleigh,” at Accra, December 1, 1887. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that the inquiry I was directed to 
hold on the conduct of King Ja Ja of Opobo has to-day terminated, and I beg leave to 

for your information, my decision thereon. 

As your Excellency will perceive, it is adverse to Ja Ja’s return to Opobo. 

I have therefore to request you to detain him at Accra, with his son Sunday Ja Ja, 
pending his election to proceed to any of the places indicated, and of course his selection 
of a residence would have to receive the sanction of the Admiralty and of the Foreign 
Office before he could proceed there. | 
| I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. HUNT-GRUBBE. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 5, 
Rear-Admiral Sir W. Hunt-Grubbe to Ja Ja, December 1, 1887. 
[See Inclosure in No. 1.] 





Inclosure 4 in No. 5. 
Governor Sir W. Griffith to Rear-Admiral Sir W. Hunt-Grubdbe. 


Government House, Christiansborg Castle, Accra, 
. December 3, 1887. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 1st instant, 
relative to your inquiry into the conduct of King Ja Ja of Opobo, and in compliance with 
your request 1 will “detain him at Accra, with his son Sunday Ja Ja, pending his election 
to proceed to any of the places indicated in your letter;” it being understood “that his 
selection of a residence would have to receive the sanction of the Admiralty and of the 
Foreign Office before he could proceed there,” a decision which, I presume, will be 
communicated to me by the Right apg me sie of State for the Colonies. 

ave, &c, 
(Signed) W. BRANDFORD GRIFFITH. 





No. 6. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office—(Received January 10.) 


Sir, Admiralty, January 9, 1888. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 3rd October last, I am commanded by my 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for the perusal of the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, two letters in original from the Commander-in-chief on the 
Cape of Good Hope and West Coast of Africa Station, dated the 2nd December last, 
reporting the result of the inquiry into the misconduct of King Ja Ja of Opobo, and the 
sentence passed on him. 

I am to request that these papers may be ee eer bays done with. 
am, &c. 


(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 





. Inclosure I in Ne. 6. 


Rear-Admiral Sir W. Hunt-Grubbe to Admiralty. 


‘eZ 


ir, ‘* Raleigh,” at Accra, December 2, 1857. 
I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, that in obedience to the instructions contained in your letter of the 5th October, 
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1887, I arrived at this place on Sunday, the 27th ultimo, for the purpose of inquiring into 
the charges made against King Ja Ja of Opobo. <a 

2. His Excellency the Governor having kindly placed the old chapel in Chbristiansborg 
Castle at my disposal, I informed Ja Ja that he could appear before me, assisted by 
counsel, on Tuesday, the 29th ultimo. Accordingly on Tuesday morning I called Ja Ja 
and his Chiefs—including those who went as Envoys to England—before me, and 
commenced a patient and thorough inquiry into the facts of the case as far as could be 
ascertained, continuing until Thursday, the Ist instant, when I arrived at the decision 
attached hereto, and which I personally read and explained to Ja Ja. 

8. Finding it very difficult to understand most of what Ja Ja was saying, I caused 
him to furnish me with replies in writing on the following queries :— 
(1.) Who gave orders to stop Consul Johnston going up Azumena Creek ? 
33 Who supplied the natives with arias and ammunition for the purpose of stopping 
Consul Johnston going up Azumena Creek ? 

(3.) Why he made “ju ju” after the Treaty of the 2nd December, 1884? 
To which I received the attached replies, being a flat denial from Ja Ja of his having any 
hand in the matter. : 

4. The only witness Ja Ja called in his behalf besides Cookey Gam was Mr. de Cardi, 
a well-known merchant on this coast. - 

5. I inclose a communication received from Ja Ja this morning with regard to my 
decision on his case, and a copy of my reply thereto. 

6. A précis of the proceedings, with my remarks thereon, accompanies this letter. 

7. Your letter of the 4th ultimo, with inclosures, was duly received on the 30th 
idem. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. HUNT-GRUBBE. 


Ne Se ne eee 
Inclosure 2 in No. 6. 
Rear-Admiral Sir W. Hunt-Grubbe to Ja Ja. 
[See Inclosure in No. 1.] 
SE ee ee ee Se ee Sa 
Inclosure 3 in No. 6. 


King Ja Ja’s Replies to the Acting Consul’s Charges. 


FIRST, with reference to the charge that I gave orders to the people of Azzomley 
Creek to attack the Consul and bar his farther progress, and that I furnished people with 
arms, ammunition, &c., to enable them to carry out that object, I deny it flatly. The 
plain truth respecting this matter is, that the white men went about three months ago to 
Obarkoe and made arrangements for opening a market there, and then the Obarkoe people 
took the white men to Azzomley Creek ; on the first occasion no one molested them, but 
afterwards the people of that creek told the Obarkoe people that if they wanted to trade 
with white men they should confine their trade within their own territory, and not bring 
the white men to their creek; hence, when Consul Johnston went up recently the people 
there barred his way. None of my people had any hand in this. 3 

Secondly, I challenge proof that I or any of my people had any hand in this attack. 
Even Acting Consul Johnston himself could not believe that I had any hand in, or 
knowledge of, this, otherwise he would never have written me the letter of the 17th 
S » in which he invited me to come and meet him to have all existing differences 
and misunderstandings amicably settled. I cousider this a great point, to which I should 
invite very earnest attention and consideration. 

I deny absolutely all that Johnston said about my having furnished presents and arms 
to the Azzomley people, or that I communicated with them in any way. All these reports 
were concocted by S. B. Hall and others to prejudice me in the mind of the Foreign 


Thirdly, with reference to the charge of breaking the Treaty of the 19th December, 
1884, | deny that I have at any time knowingly in any way infringed this instrument. 
deny that [ have made “ ju ju” since the Treaty of 1884. The “ju ju” we made 
in 1873 was broken last August under my orders. I sent my son and some of my Chiefs 
up to see those orders carried into effect, and they were so done, as both Mr. Consul 
Jobnston and Captain Hand are well aware. The “ju ju” at Ohumbley was made by the 
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Ohumbley and Obarkoe when they made peace after they had been to war, and I and my 
people had nothing to do with it. o . 

The Treaty of 1884 mentions nothing about the opening of new markets. It is 
nowhere stipulated therein that I should allow traders to go wherever they please to trade, 
and Consul Hewett is careful, in his letter of the 1st July, 1884, to impress upon me that 
the British Government did not wish to alter or do away with the privileges conferred to 
me by the Treaty of 1873 in respect to my markets. But notwithstanding that, I have 
never objected to the white men going wherever they liked. 

Some time ago two of my people were killed In cold blood by the Azzomley Creek 
people. I applied to Consul Hewett for permission to go and punish them. He advised 
me to let the matter drop. I took his advice. Since then friendly relations have never 
been resumed between myself and people and themselves. How, then, could I bribe my 
enemies to do what Acting Consul Johnston charges me with having done? 

(Signed) JA JA. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 6. 
Ja Ja to Rear-Admiral Sir W. Hunt-Grubbe. 


Sir, Christiansborg, December 2, 1887. 

IT was only after having received and had explained to me your Memorandum of 
yesterday’s date that I came to understand and realize thoroughly my position. 

| feel that I am too old now to go and reside at any of the places indicated in your 
Memorandum. 

I would therefore pray you to reconsider your decision, and allow me to remain at 
Accra, pending the final decision of the Foreign Office, and upon my giving assurance not 
in =t way to give the Gold Coast Government any trouble. 

do not wish to embarrass the British Government in any way, and I am prepared to 
retire into private life voluntarily, if, by so doing, I can save myself from disgrace of 
involuntary exile in a place and under circumstances in which I am sure I would die. 

I pray you, Sir, to take my request into your earnest and favourable consideration. 
I admit freely that from the evidence placed before you you could hardly decide otherwise 
than you have done, but I still declare my ignorance and innocence of the charges. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JA JA. 


TET EOE 


Inclosure 5 in No. 6. 


Rear-Admiral Sir W. Hunt-Grubbe to Ja Ja. 


e 


, Government House, Christiansborg, December 2, 1887. 
I WILL submit your request to the Admiralty, but I cannot give you much hope that 
it will be altogether acceded to. 
I think they will insist on your leaving this part of the world for some time. 
If you are permitted to reside at Accra it will necessarily be under restraint, and your 
annual allowance would be considerably reduced. 
You will probably receive a final answer in about two months from now. 


_ fam, &c 
(Signed) W. HUNT-GRUBBE. 
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Inclosure 6 in No. 6. 


Précis of Inquiry into Charges brought by Acting Consui Johnston against Kany Ja Ja of 
Opobo, held by Rear-Admiral Sir W. Hunt-Grubbe, K.C.B., Commander-in-chief, Cape 
of Good Hope and West Coast of Africa Station, in compliance with Directions from 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, contained in their Secretary's Letter dated 
October 5, 1887. 


Tuesday, November 29, 1887. 


Rear-Admiral informed King Ja Ja that, as he wished to be represented by counsel, 
he must bear in mind that the discussion must be limited to the main subject, and not side 
meee and under those circumstances, only permits Mr. Bannerman to be present on his 

alf. 

The Admiral’s Secretary read Admiralty letter of the 5th October, 1887, quoted 
above, and its inclosures (with the exception of the last paragraph but one). 

Rear-Admiral informed Ja Ja that he selected Accra to hold the inquiry at only on 
account of finding Ja Ja was already at that place. 

Rear-Admiral notified to Mr. Bannerman that Mr. Acting Consul Johnston attended 
only to afford information, and not in any other capacity. 

Ja Ja produced copy of Treaty of 1884, and a copy of letter of July 1885 (? 1884), 
cancelling Article VI of the same.’ 
de Secretary read Lord Rosebery’s letter of the 16th January, 1886, addressed to King 

a Ja. 

Ja Ja stated that his influence did not extend to Azumena, and requested Admiral 
to ask Consul Johnston to prove if he (Ja Ja) arranged the intrigue against him, or had 
anything to do with it ? 

Rear-Admiral asked King Ja Ja who did, and said it was ridiculous for Ja Ja to 
pretend he did not know who did. 

Ja Ja replied that about June 1886 two of his men went to claim a debt, and were 
killed. He applied to Consul Hewett, who told him to let the matter alone. Since then 
they have been his enemies. These are the Obako people, and Ja Ja swears it was they, 
and not he, that obstructed Consul Johnston, and that he had not a man there. 

Rear-Admiral informed Mr. Bannerman that he must have in writing King Ja Ja’s 
Statement as to who stopped Consul Jobnston. 

Rear-Admiral called upon Mr. Consul Johnston to give his account of the stoppage 
of himself and traders in the Azumena Creek. 

Consul Johnston stated that he made Treaty with Obako people, who placed them- 
selves under the protection of the Queen. They stated wish for white traders, and allotted 
them sites for building. The merchants went up Azumena River, and were received with 
friendliness, and had land for sites marked out. 

_ Consul Johnston wrote Ja Ja a ‘letter, remonstrating with him for the attitude of 
his people. Ja Ja replied he would do nothing to interfere with Treaty. 

Consul Johnston received mysteriously-worded letter of warning from Ja Ja previous 
to his going up Azumena Creek. He replied that there would be no obstruction unless at 
instigation of Ja Ja. 

Consul then explained incidents of obstruction, and stated that Ja Ja’s men were 
there, and told him to make his peace with Ja Ja, and that it was by his orders that he 
(the Consul) was stopped. 

The Consul then stated that, after Ja Ja was on board the gun-boat, he (Johnston) 
ordered the Chiefs of Opobo to remove the boom, which they did. 

He then read affidavits from natives in re “dashes” (bribes) given to other tribes to 
obstruct trade, and swear to trade with no one else. 

Ja Ja declared that if the persons supposed to have received guns, &c., from him 
admitted it, he would allow everything else to be true. 

The Consul told Ja Ja that he knows that he denuded his store of guns, &c., as he 
fe prove that he ordered, through Mr, Turnbull, 400/. worth of rifles and proportion 

cartridges, 

Ja Ja first attempted to explain that the value of the guns was much too great for 
him to give away as “ dashes ;” but subsequently he ridiculed the small value of the order 
for a worth of rifles, whereupon the Admiral informed him that he thereby contradicted 
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| (The Admiral here requested that Mr. Bannerman would make a written statement 
of the above.) | 

Rear-Admiral sent for Captain Hand, of Her Majesty’s ship “Royalist,” and requested 
him to state before Ja Ja what he knows about Ja Ja’s interference with traders. 

Captain Hand stated that “ju ju” was put on Ohombela market, that he (Ja Ja) 
acknowledged it in the presence of Mr. Consul Johnston, and that he refused to send 
Chief to remove “ju ju.” He agreed on the 5th August, in the presence of himself 
(Captain Hand) and the Consul, to break the “ju ju;” and the Chiefs, after some difficulty, 
went and broke the “ju ju,” but refused to deal in anything but slaves. | 

Consul Johnston stated that Ja Ja refused to depose Ikikenacha, but this was done 
immediately after Ja Ja’s arrest by his Chiefs. 

Cookey said that “ju ju” was put on in 1873 by agreement with Bonny, and that they 
agreed to divide the markets of interior, Ohombela being part of Opobo markets. 

Rear- Admiral asked how “ ju ju” remained on after Treaty, and demanded reasons 
in writing for the same, and why Treaty was not fulfilled. 

Captain Hand asserted that Ja Ja acknowledged at private meeting that he put 
“ju ju” on Ohombela after Protectorate Treaty was signed by himself and Chiefs. 

Captain Hand distinetly stated that Ja Ja was not hurried in any way at the meeting 
above mentioned, and that he made the statement referred to in the presence of himself 
and Mr. Consul Johnston. 

(The inquiry was here adjourned until the following day.) 





Wednesday, November 30, i887. 


Ja Ja’s replies in writing to the questions of yesterday were handed in by 
Mr. Bannerman. 

Consul Johnston stated that, although Ja Ja denies any complicity in the obstructions, 
he (Mr. Johnston) is in a position to prove them by witnesses. Ja Ja had all aecess to 
papers, as he had liberty for nearly three days to see his Chiefs on board the “ Goshawk.” 

Rear- Admiral asked Ja Ja how, if he (as he states, in reply, in writing) had nothing 
to do with Ohombela “ju ju,” he broke the same, as he states in another part of the same. 

Rear-Admiral asked Ja Ja who removed the boom from Azumena Creek. 

Ja Ja replied he did not know. 

Rear-Admiral.—Mr. Johnston makes an assertion that your Chiefs did remove the 
boom. How, then, do you reconcile that with your statement that your people were afraid 
to go to Azumena; and your people would not remove the boom if they did not put it 
there ? 

Ja Ja said that his people must have brought pressure to bear on the Azumena 
people to take away the boom, threatening them with the white men, and. that his people 
probably did not remove it themselves; but as this is the first he has heard of its removal, 
he can only surmise this. 

Ja Ja tried to explain that his markets were tabooed on account of not being so 
cheap. 

This, the Rear-Admiral replied, is only natural, and the objection to him is that he 
interferes with other markets not his own. 

Rear-Admira] told Ja Ja that he was accused of having one face for white man and 
one for black. He says to white man, “trade,” and to black man, “no trade with white 

2, 

Ja Ja veplied he had no power to say to black man, “no trade;” but Rear-Admiral 
said it was a matter beyond doubt that Ja Ja had immense power in the district. 

Ja Ja stated that he warned white men to have proper interpreters, and that it was 
through the want of them that every one put the blame on Ja Ja. 

Mr. Johnston informed the Admiral that there were two interpreters constantly 
employed—John Azma and Mary Stowe, the latter originally a mission girl, 

_Ja Ja says Mary Stowe not a proper person for interpreter, and disparaged her 
character for veracity. 

Mr. Consul Johnston gave her a good character. 

Ja Ja says white man can trade with Esseni, and he has not interfered. Consul says 
it is not his. Ja Ja says it is his market, and asked for Mr. de Cardi to prove it. 

_ Captain Hand, recalled, stated that Ja Ja did not sign the Agreement to break the 
“ju Ju” under compulsion. Captain Hand distinctly explained to him at the time that no 
pressure was nut upon him. 
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Mr. de Cardi called. 

Ja Ja asks: Do you know the market called Esseni; if so, to whom does it belong, 
Opobo, or anybody else ? : 

Mr. de Cardi replied: At the time the question of markets was finally settled in 
1873, I was not on the coast. I ‘arrived shortly after. It has always been understood 
that this was one of the markets assigned to Ja Ja by Consul Livingstone on the settle- 
ment of the disputes between Bonny and Opobo. 

_ _ Rear-Admiral.—Do you mean to say that you understood that Ja Ja had the sole 

right to trade in that market ?—Yes, as against Bonny men. 

Rear-Admiral.—What do you consider Ja Ja’s territory proper. 

Mr. de Cardi.—I do not think I can tell you. 1 do not think these natives, however 
they may like an European, ever honestly tell him that. 

(Mr. de Cardi was shown a Map, and asked to define, “to the best of his knowledge,” 
Ja Ja’s territory.) 


Captain Hand recalled, and Ja Ja admits a private meeting with Consul and Captain 
and. 

Rear-Admiral.—Did you agree at that meeting to sign that document (the Treaty to 
remove the “ju ju”) ? ageg “ 

Ja Ja said he did not agree, but said he would rather wait till his Chiefs returned 
from England. é 

Captain Hand.—At the private meeting, after going into the [question, we decided 
that the palaver would not be held unless he agreed to sign. He (Ja Ja) did agree, and 
although he afterwards stated he signed under compulsion, Captain Hand and Mr. Acting 
Consul Johnston distinctly told him he need not sign, and no compulsion was used. — 

Rear-Admiral.—Does Ja Ja recollect renouncing all claim as far as Esseni was 
concerned at the private meeting ? 

Ja Ja denies. 

Consul Johnston shows that King Ja Ja said he could not sign because of the absence 
of his Chiefs. The Deputation was sent without communicating with the Consu] in 
compliance with Article V of the Treaty. 

Ja Ja says he did not know it was in the Treaty. 

Rear-Admiral points out to him that that is one of the complaints against him, 
reading such parts of the Treaty as suit him, and ignoring inconvenient parts. 

(Phe inquiry was here adjourned until the following day.) 


Thursday, December 1, 1887. 


_ The Rear-Admiral Commander-in-chief, after having summed up, read his decision to 
King Ja Ja. 


' (Signed) H. W. PAUL, Secretary. 
Government House, Accra. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 6. 
Rear-Admiral Sir W. Hunt-Grubbe to Admiralty. 


Sir, «“ Raleigh,” at Accra, December 2, 1887. 

IN forwarding a précis of the inquiry I have held on Ja Ja, and my decision given 
after careful consideration, | have to offer the following remarks and explanations of the 
apparently lenient sentence I have passed on him :— 

2. I found it quite impossible to take minutes as is usual at a Court of Inquiry, the 
vernacular of the natives being so peculiar. 

3. As regards the leniency of the sentence, I feel very strongly that Ja Ja has been 
treated injudiciously for years: threatened on several occasions, fined frequently by the 
Consuls, and notably much misled by Mr. Consul Hewett in his letter of the Ist July, 
1884, again petted and made much of, it is no wonder that he at last lost his head com- 
pletely, and believed in his own iniallibility. 
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Latterly, as is well known, he fell into the hands of one firm trading in the river, who, 
I fear, for their own selfish purposes, plied him with bad advice, and by their own example 
taught him to defy the Consul. 

4. Under these circumstances, and at the same time recognizing fully the expediency 
of once for all settling the case, 1 felt bound to soften the blow as much as possible, 
and, in removing Ja Ja, to provide for his future in a comfortable and becoming manner. 

5. My proposal as to the sum to be allowed him, varying from 800/. to 1,0001. a-year, 
was the result of a conference with Mr. Acting Consul Johnston, who states that the sum 
mentioned will be easily met by the “comey,” which, he tells me, will continued to be paid, 
and to the Consul himself. He anticipates also that the “comey” will now be much 
greater, and under other circumstances he asserts that, to such a pitch had matters come, 
the sum would have been readily subscribed by the traders themselves. 

6. Mr. Johnston lays great stress on the necessity of exiling Ja Ja, fearing his 
influence may be felt if he be permitted to reside within easy reach by mail or telegraph of 
the ic Consequently, I have given Ja Ja his choice of places altogether unconnected 
with the Oil Rivers. 

7. His letter received this morning begs for a reconsideration of this point, and I 
leave it in their Lordships’ hands, observing that before this reply is given, two months 
will elapse, and Mr. Johnston may be inclined to change his views. In any case, | 
strongly advise that what he recommends should be carried out. The value of a man with 
Mr. Johnston’s energy and firmness of purpose cannot be overrated in this enervating 
climate, and every possible support should be accorded him. 

8. I have requested his Excellency the Governor to detain Ja Ja and his son Sunday 
Ja Ja at Accra pending further instructions, and his Excellency has informed me that he 
will carry out my wishes in this respect. 

I have, &c. - 
(Signed) W. HUNT-GRUBBE. 





; No. 7. 
Foreign Office to Messrs. Miller Bros. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, January 12, 1888. 

I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 5th instant, relating to Admiral Hunt-Grubbe’s inquiry into Ja Ja’s proceedings at 
Opobo, and, in reply, I am to acquaint you that your request to be allowed to see 
the papers relating to the investigation before a decision has been arrived at is unusual, and 
cannot be complied with. 


lam, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES FERGUSSON. 





No. 8. | 
Acting Consul Johnston to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received January 14, 1888.) 


(No. 27.) 
My Lord, “ Raleigh,” off Fernando Po, December 13, 1887. 


I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that I have concluded my tour round 
the Oil Rivers in company with Admiral Sir Walter Hunt-Grubbe. The Admiral visited 
Brass, Bonny, Opobo, and the principal Opobo markets. His visit was brought to a close 
in Bonny, where I had arranged that a large representative meeting of Chiefs should be 
held to bid farewell to the Admiral, and listen to an address from him on the question of 
government and trade in the Protectorate. This meeting proved a complete success. I 
invited the principal Chiefs of Brass, New Calabar, Okrika, Bonny, and Opobo to attend, 
and none failed to respond to the invitation except the King of Bonny, who, I regret to say, 
is ill. 

sie the day previous to the meeting the Admiral received most of the Chiefs on board 
Her Majesty's ship ‘ Royalist,’ and displayed the electric light for their amusement. 

ere were great festivities on shore on account of the Admiral’s visit, and a very large 
‘number ot white men met together on this occasion. 

On Monday, the 12th December, the meeting took place on board the “ Royalist,” 
attended by about forty Europeans and over a hundred Chiefs. There were fifty-three 
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Canoes massed round the “Royalist,” containing some thousand natives, who formed 
@ quiet and attentive audience to the Admiral’s discourse, which was delivered from the 
poop of the “ Royalist.” I inclose a copy of this discourse. It is sufficient to say that a 
general assent was given by the Chiefs assembled to its propositions. 

After the meeting, which concluded with very friendly and loyal speeches from the 
native Chiefs, the « Royalist ” left Bonny for Fernando Po, where the Admiral and myself 
rejoined the “ Raleigh.” To-morrow I am proceeding to Mondole and Old Calabar, and I 
shall remain at the latter place until the end of December, making Treaties up the Cross 
River. In January I continue my Treaty making at the back of Opobo and Bonny. 

Ever since the removal of Ja Ja, I have felt the necessity of framing some elementary 
form of local Government which shall represent and consider all interests. As the 
Governing Council I instituted in Opobo hiss proved satisfactory in its working, and is 
liked by the natives and Europeans, I have extended the same system to the other rivers of 
the Protectorate, Old Calabar, Bonny, New Calabar, and Brass. I inclose your Lordship 
@ copy of the Regulations of the Brass Council as a specimen. 

I would venture to ask your Lordship’s permission to apply to local improvements and 
public works in the Protectorate the fines recently levied, and all fines which may in future 
be levied, in this district. I would propose to add them to the public funds, to be 
administered by the Governing Councils. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. H. JOHNSTON. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 8. 


Memorandum of Admiral Sir Walter Hunt-Grubbe’s Address to the Chiefs of the Oil Rivers 
Protectorate, assembled in Bonny, December 12, 1887. 
Gentlemen, 


I DO not believe that such a meeting as I have convoked to-day has ever before 
taken place in Bonny. ) 

I see before me representatives of the Church Missionary Society, agents of all the 
European firms trading in the Protectorate, the important Chiefs of Brass, New Calabar, 
Okrika, Bonny, and Opobo, met in a friendly and orderly assembly to hear what I have to 
Say respecting the affairs of this Protectorate. I trust that this mass meeting is of good 
augury, and that, having now for the first time met together as friends, you will never 
again meet in enmity. 

_ You will no doubt have heard the immediate reason of my visit to this part of my 
district. I was requested by Her Majesty’s Government to proceed to-Accra in order to 
inquire into the causes which had led to King Ja Ja’s removal from Opobo, and pronounce 
a decision as to whether it was expedient that Ja Ja should be allowed to return. After 
Siving three days to a patient and careful inquiry, during which Ja Ja had the advantage 
of legal assistance, I found the greater part of the charges brought against him were 
proved, and I inflicted on him the following sentence :— 

1. King Ja Ja is deposed, and is no longer King of Opobo. 

€ is to leave the West Coast of Africa, and take up his residence in one of the 
four undermentioned places : the Cape Colony, West Indies, St. Helena, and Ascension, 

3. He is to receive an annual pension, independent of his personal property, of 8001. 
a-year. 

4. No person will succeed Ja Ja as King of Opobo: the country will, for the future, 
be ruled by the Governing Council, under the supervision of Her Majesty’s Consul. 

It has not been without considerable reluctance that I have felt myself called upon to 
pass this severe sentence on King Ja Ja, exiling him from his country and deposing him 
from his Kingship ; but the step was rendered imperative by Ja Ja’s repeated breaches of 
Treaty obligations, and his resolute disregard of advice from Her Majesty’s Consul, and 

m the various naval officers who were deputed by me to visit the Opobo River. Let 
what has befallen Ja Ja, therefore, be a lesson to the Chiefs of the Oil Rivers’ Protectorate. 
long as they act loyally towards the British authorities, they will receive the support 
and assistance due to all under the gracious protection of Her Majesty the Queen; but I 
Can assure them that Her M ajesty’s Government will resolutely punish any further attempt 
on the part of the Chiefs or natives of the Oil Rivers to attempt any further opposition to 
nsular authorities or interference with free trade. 
‘mportant change is taking place in the Government of this Protectorate. The 


Consul (3 09) ane a series of Governing Councils in the more important rivers, Those 
| E 
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in Old Calabar, Opobo, and Brass are already established. Bonny and New Calabar will 
soon be added to the list. These Councils, composed as they are of native Chiefs and 
European residents in equal proportions, will, I trust, prove, at any rate, the beginning of a 
stable system of local Leiesonit: They will be under the immediate supervision of the 
Consul, and will prove no doubt a valuable auxiliary to him in administering the affairs of 
this wide Protectorate. I desire that all shall accord to them their loyal support, and it 
will give me-pleasure to learn that your influential Chiefs are taking an active and 
intelligent share in the government of the country. 

T now wish to speak to you about the markets. From and after the 1st January, 1888, 
the markets throughout the British Protectorate will be thrown open, without any 
"reservation whatsoever, for all to trade in alike. That is to say, that after Christmas-time 
Bonny men may trade in Opobo markets, Opobo men may trade in Bonny markets, New 
Calabar shall trade at Endelli, and Bonny at Obiatubo. Everybody shall trade wherever 
they will in the Protectorate without let or hindrance. | 

With regard to natives of the Protectorate trading direct with Europe, | have to 
inform them that they are at perfect liberty to do so; but all persons, Kings, Chiefs, 
natives, or foreigners, exporting oil and kernels from the Protectorate will have to pay 
“comey” alike; that is to say, if King George of Bonny or Chief Ogolo of Opobo send oil 
home to England, they must pay the same “comey” on it per ton as would any European 
Agent in the rivers. 

From what I have seen and from what your Consul tells me, I consider the present 
condition of the British Protectorate of the Oil Rivers more satisfactory than it has been 
for a considerable length of time. The Chiefs of Brass have evinced a marked determina- 
tion to follow the Consul’ s advice, and have responded well to his efforts to introduce 
better government into the country. I am pleased to learn that the Bassambie people have _ 
paid their share of outstanding fines, and I trust the Bulamambri side will follow their 
example. It is encouraging to know that the Chiefs of New Calabar are endeavouring to 
develop the natural riches of their country, the camwood, gums, and rubber. ‘The Bonny 
Chiefs deserve especial commendation for their quiet behaviour and general disposition to 
be guided by the Consul’s advice. At the same time, the various Chiefs and people of 
this Protectorate are far from being faultless. The Brass Chiefs behaved very badly in 
stopping Mr. De Cardi’s trade, and the New Calabar Chiefs are remarkable as being 
obstinate debtors. Such men as King Amakri, George Amakri, and John Bull have owed 
small sums for a long period, and will not pay them. Commercially speaking, they are a 
shame to their country. Will. Braid is nearly as bad. . 

In Bonny also there are, I understand, many wealthy Chiefs who are endeavouring 
to shirk the payment of their debts. With regard to Bonny, I cannot let this opportunity 
pass without expressing my astonishment apd indignation at the attempt which was 
recently made by. Bonny people to sever the cable of the Telegraph Company. Had this 
attempt suceeeded, such a punishment would have been inflicted on Bonny town by the 
Consul as would not soon be forgotten. I shall expect to hear that the Chiefs of Bonny 
have discovered and brought to justice the persons who attempted to cut the wires. [am 
pleased to see the Chiefs of Okrika here to-day, but I trust they will make a resolute 
endeavour to put a stop to the disgraceful cannibalism which still prevails in their country. 
I shall be glad to hear that this odious custom is extirpated. I also hope the Chiefs and 

ple of New Calabar will give up their ridiculous and childish superstitions, by which 
nearly all useful articles of trade are made “ju-ju” and forbidden. If they would only put 
“ju-ju” on rum, gin, and gunpowder, I would not mind, but when they put “ju-ju” on 
looking-glasses, and plates, and printed cottons, it is time such rubbish was put a stop ‘to. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, I repeat that my farewell visit to the Oil Rivers has afforded 
me pleasure and interest, and noes leave of you in we full hope aes you are contributing 

) own efforts to an era rosperity greater than any you have yet known. 
Fite (Signed) : WALTER HUNT-GRU BBE, Rear-Admiral, 
Commander ~in-chief. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 8. 
Regulations for the Constitution of a Governing Council to manage the local Affairs of Brass. 


President : Her Majesty’s Consul for the Bights of Benin and Biafra. 

Vice-President : Charles James Townsend. | 

Clerk of the Council: William E. Jinks. | 

Other Members: Charles De Cardi, Alfred A. Whitehouse, James Cockbum, John H. 
Swainson, Thomas J. Davis, Rev. James Alfred Robinson, M.A., Archdeacon Crowther, 
Chief Kema, Chief Sambo, Chief Cameroons, Chief Smoke, and Chief Dogo. 


1. This Council will be called “ The Governing Council of Brass.” 

2. The powers of the Council will be limited to the carrying out of Consular orders, 
the preservation of peace, the maintenance of highways and means of communication, the 
regulation of commerce, and the hearing in Court of minor civil actions and criminal 
Cc es. 
7m No fine can be inflicted by the Council which exceeds 5]. in value, nor any term 
of imprisonment beyond one week, nor corporeal punishment to a greater extent than 
twelve lashes. 

In the event of any case being brought before the Council wherein, after conviction, 
it appears to the majority of the members that a penalty exceeding those already mentioned 
Should be inflicted, the case must first be submitted to Her Majesty’s Consul, and only 
after obtaining his written sanction will the Council be enabled to award and carry out the - 
increased penalty. 

4. Appeals from the decisions of the Council may be made to Her Majesty’s Consular 
Court, Old Calabar, under the following conditions : — 

(1.) The appeal must be made to Her Majesty’s Consular Court not less than fifteen 
days after the decision upon which the conviction or order was forwarded. 

(2.) The appellant must, within seven days after such decision, serve on the other 
party and on the Clerk of the Council notice in writing of his intention to appeal, and of 
the general grounds of such appeal. ; 

(3.) The appellant must, when giving the notice of appeal as above directed, deposit 
With the Governing Council the full amount of such fines and costs as the Council may 
have sentenced him to pay, and he must further enter into such recognizances as Her , 
Majesty’s Consular Court may direct, pending the hearing of such appeal. 

_  (4.) When the appellant is in custody, the Council, should it think fit, may release 
him on his entering into such recognizance or giving such security as may appear adequate 
to insure his presenting himself for the hearing of the appeal. At the same time, the 

uncil may, at its own discretion, direct the appellant to be held in custody until the 
“ppeal has been heard in Her Majesty's Consular Court. | 

5. uncil is authorized to stop and detain any merchant-vessel entering the 
waters of the British Protectorate of the Oil Rivers when any member of her crew is 
suspected or convicted of having infringed the Order of the 20th October, 1887, 
prohibiting the importation, sale, or purchase of machine-guns, cannon, breech-loading 
guns, bullet-cartridges, &c., and the Council shall be empowered to seize and confiscate all 
arms imported contrary to this Order; but the Council shall release such vessel if the 
men or persons charged with the misdemeanour are surrendered to the custody of the 

neil, or enter into recognizances to the amount of 500/. to appear before Her Majesty’s 
Consular Court to answer to the charge. When the person charged is the master or 
Owner of the vessel, this latter must also be detained pending the hearing of the charge. 
The Council is also empowered to deal in the same way with persons suspected of 
exporting slaves. ; , 

6. The verdicts and decisions of the Council shall go by majority of votes; the 
President or, in his absence, the Vice-President to have the casting vote. 

7. Three members will constitute a quorum. ae ol 

8. Half the entire amount of ‘“ comey” collected in the river will be granted to the 

neil, together with all Court fees and fines for expenditure in the interests of the 


9. The costs of hearing cases in Court by the Council are not to exceed the rate of 
30s. per day! This does not include the costs of summons, which are 4s. each. 
10. Cases brought before the Council wherein British subjects solely are concerned 
must be tried by such members of the Council only as are British subjects. 
- NO case in which natives or native interests are involved is to be tried or decided 
by the’ Council without due notice having been sent to the native members of Council, so 
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that an opportunity may be given them to attend. If they absent themselves from the 
meeting of the Council after receiving this notice (which, in the case of those members 
living in Nimbe, must be sent at least three days before the date of the meeting), they can 
raise no after objection to the decision or verdict of the Council which has been given in 
their absence. 

12. At the expiration of every quarter the Clerk of the Council must forward to the 
Consul for his inspection and sanction an exact account of the receipts (fines, fees, &e.) 
and expenditure of the Council during the past quarter. He must further send an abstract 
of the Court books, showing what business has been done during the said quarter b the 
Governing Council. In cases where the Council considers that a greater penalty should be 
inflicted then it is in the power of the Council to award (vide Regulation 3), the Clerk of 
the Council must furnish the Consul with a full Report of the said case. 

is. The remuneration of the Clerk of the Council is at present fixed at 25/. a-year, 
payable quarterly by the Consul out of that proportion of the “comey ” allotted to the 
Governing Council. 

14. The Council will meet once a week to transact business. The day and the place — 
of meeting will be settled in accordance with the convenience of the majority of members. 


(Signed) H. H. JOHNSTON, Acting Consul. 
i nied Se eee, ee ee ee ee 
No. 9. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office-—(Received January 19.) 


Sir, Admiralty, January 17, 1888. 

I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for the 
perusal of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a letter from Mr. H. H. 
Johnston, reporting the assistance given to him by Lieutenant J. H. Pelly, commanding 
Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Goshawk,” during the recent difficulties at Opobo. 


_ Tam, &e. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 





Inclosure in No. 9. 
Acting Consul Johnston to Admiral Sir W. Hunt-Grubbe. 


Sir, Royalist,” off Accra, November 27, 1887. 

I DESIRE to express to you my warm appreciation of the help afforded me in the 
recent difficulties at Opobo by Lieutenant and Commander J. H. Pelly, of Her Majesty’s 
ship “ Goshawk.” By his quiet firmness of demeanour he convinced thenatives that he was 
determined to support my authority and assist me to carry out my instructions, while, at 
the same time, his kindness and courtesy made him a general favourite. He never spared 
himself fatigue or discomfort in obtaining information, or in taking measures for the proper 
protection of British subjects. 

What I have said of Commander Pelly is equally true of his officers, and nothing 
would gratify me more than to know that you had thought my acknowledgment of the 
services to British interests in the Oil Rivers Protectorate by Commander Pelly and 
the officers of Her Majesty’s ship “ Goshawk ” worthy | omy ras to the Admiralty. 

ave, &c. 
(Signed) H. H. JOHNSTON. 


ee eee 
No. 10. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received January 20.) 


Sir, Admiralty, January 19, 1888. 

I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for the 
information of the ‘Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a copy of a letter, dated the 
13th ultimo, received from Rear - Admiral Sir Walter Hunt-Grubbe, reporting his 
proceedings on the occasion of his recent visit to Accra for the purpose of inquiring into 
the conduct of Ja Ja, King of Opobo. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR, 


LD 
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Inclosure 1 in No, 10. 
Rear-Admiral Hunt-Grubbe to Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Raleigh,” ai Fernando Po, December 13, 1887. 

IN continuation of my general letter of the 9th ultimo, I have the honour to inform 
you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that I left Simon’s 
Bay in Her Majesty’s ship “ Raleigh” on the evening of the 12th ultimo, and arrived at 
Accra on the morning of the 27th idem, where I found Her Majesty’s ship “ Royalist.” 

. 4. In compliance with Admiralty letter of the 5th October last I commenced an 
inquiry into the conduct of Ja Ja, King of Opobo, which terminated on the 1st instant, as 
reported in my letter of the 2nd instant. 

3. I left Accra on the 3rd instant, taking Her Majesty’s Acting Consul with me, and 
reached Lagos on the 5th. Here I ascertained from his Excellency the Governor that all 
Was quiet, the question of demarcation of territory between the French and ourselves being 
on oo ter of solution. On the 7th,I anchored off the Brass River, where I had ordered 
the “ Alecto” to meet me. 

4. At 10 a.m. on the 7th I transferred my flag to the “ Alecto” and proceeded to the 
anchorage off the factories at Brass, where I arrived at noon. In the afternoon I held a 
palaver on Hatton and Cookson’s beach, which was attended by all the white merchants 
and the neighbouring Chiefs. it 

5. Leaving Brass at 7 a.m. on the 8th December I proceeded to Bonny, where I 
arrived the same afternoon, for the purpose of affording the Consul an opportunity of 
sending notice of a grand palaver to be held there by me on Monday, the 12th idem. 

6. On the 9th I left Bonny and proceeded to Opobo, where I arrived the same 
afternoon. At 10°30 the following morning I held a palaver at Harrison’s Beach, the 
members of the Council, the merchants, and the native Chiefs all attending. Shortly after 
the palaver was over I went up the Esseni Creek in a steam-launch, accompanied by Her 
Majesty's Consul and several merchants, and examined a factory which has been lately 
established there. 

7. Leaving for Bonny on the 11th, I arrived off the entrance of the river at 3 P.M., 
and transferred my flag to the ‘ Royalist,” proceeded inside, and anchored off the factories, 
Sending the “* Alecto” to Fernando Po to coal. 

8. At 9 a.m. on Monday, the 12th, the native canoes commenced to assemble in 
large numbers alongside the “ Royalist,” and at 10°30 a.m. the white merchants and all 
the most powerful native Chiefs from the various rivers being assembled I opened the 
eet which was listened to with the greatest order and attention by all present; and 

beg leave to attach a Memorandum of the principal remarks I made to them on this 
occasion. 

Her Majesty’s Consul informed me that such a large gathering had never been seen 
on the coast before ; and it was a gratifying instance of the good attendant on Ja Ja’s 
removal from Opobo to notice that the Bonny and Opobo Chiefs met on friendly terms, 
probably for the first time in the remembrance of the oldest inhabitant. 

: ving at noon, I reached this place early this morning, and rehoisted my flag on 
board the “ Raleigh,” and I purpose sailing for St. Thomé and St. Paul de Loando this 
evening, and I shall probably arrive at the Cape about the 10th January, 1888. 


I have, &c. 7 
(Signed) W. HUNT-GRUBBE. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 10. 


Memorandum of Admiral Sir W. Hunt-Grubbe’s Address to the Chiefs of the Oil Rivers’ 
Protectorate, assembled in Bonny, December 12, 1887. 


[See Inclosure 1 in No. 8.] 


[502] F 
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No. 11. 


Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received January 24.) 
Sir, Downing Street, January 23, 1888. 
I AM directed by Secretary Sir Henry Holland to transmit to you, for the informa- 
tion of the Marquis of Salisbury, with reference to previous correspondence, a copy of a 
despatch from the Governor of the Gold Coast Colony, relating to the disadvantages 
attending the residence of King Ja Ja at Accra. 
Sir Henry Holland is disposed to concur in the opinion of the Governor. 


am, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT G. W. HERBERT. 





Inclosure in No. 11. 
Governor Sir W. B. Griffith to Sir H. Holland. 


(Confidential. ) Government House, Christiansbory Castle, Gold Coast, 
Sir, Accra, December 9, 1887. 

IN connection with my despatch of the 5th instant, reporting the result of the 
inquiry into the conduct of Ja Ja of Opobo by Rear-Admiral Sir Walter Hunt-Grubbe, 
I have the honour to inform you that I have dispatched to you to-day the following 
telegram :— 

* Miller, Glasgow, have been informed by telegram decision of Rear-Admiral in 
relation to Ja Ja, and that he is most anxious to reside at this place, stating he would 
die elsewhere. Should this point be conceded, in my opinion proximity of rivers might 
be productive of continuance of disturbances.” 

2. A Mr. Farquhar, who had landed at Accra on his way to assume an agency for 
Messrs. Miller, Brother, at Old Calabar, was the author of this telegraphic information 
to which I refer, and I considered it to be my duty to acquaint you with my opinion with 
regard to it. It would, moreover, not be in the best interests of Ja Ja himself to reside 
here, as he has fallen into the hands of Mr. E. Bannerman, a native solicitor, referred to 
in my Confidential despatch of the 22nd January, 1887, who would doubtless make Ja Ja 
pay very heavily for such services (?) as he may render to him. The constant com- 
munication by steamers with the river district would render it an easy thing for 
messengers to pass to and fro between it and Accra, and there are no doubt unscrupulous 
agitators in that district, as well as here, who would make it their business to keep up a 
correspondence hurtful to the future aah ss of affairs. 

ye, &c. 
(Signed) W. BRANDFORD GRIFFITH. 





No. 12. 
Messrs Miller, Brother, and Co. to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received January 25.) 
My. Lord Marquis, 4, St. Mary Axe, London, January 25, 1888. 


I INCLOSE, for your Lordship’s perusal, copy of a letter, dated Opobo, the 
11th December, 1887, sent by Acting Consul Johnston to Mr. David Farquhar, who is 
our Representative there. 

I am surprised that such a letter should have been sent, containing, as it does, serious 
charges against my firm, which are unfounded and contrary to the facts, and I will be glad 
if on their behalf your Lordship will cause an investigation to be made as to the truth of 
these statements. 

With regard to the threats which Consul Johnston has used against Mr. Farquhar, I 
will be glad if your Lordship will inform me whether such a letter meets with your 
approval, and whether our business at Opobo may be interfered with in the way in 
which he threatens. 

Our whole action in Opobo during the unfortunate disputes between Ja Ja and the 
Consuls is open and known to your Lordship, and no step has been taken by us in the 

irection of instigating opposition to Consular authority. 
I have, &e. 
(For Alex. Miller, Brother, and Co., 

of Glasgow and London), 

(Signed) GEO. MILLER. 
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Inclosure in No. 12. 
Acting Consul Johnston to Mr. Farquhar. 


Sir, Opobo River, December 11, 1887. 

AS I learn that you are about to return to the Opobo River as agent for Messrs. 
Alex. Miller Brother, I think it better to warn you that whether you act solely on 
your Own responsibility or under orders from your firm, I cannot permit any renewal on 
your part of the policy of obstruction to Consular authority and intrigue with the natives 
aia has hitherto been the characteristic of Messrs. Miller Brother’s action in the Opobo 

ver. 

Your predecessor, Mr. Turnbull, several times came into conflict with my orders, and 
I should have dealt more severely with this insubordination had I not known that 

. Turnbull was acting under express orders from his firm, and that, personally, he was 
desirous of respecting my authority. But the object of this letter is to assure you that no 
further consideration will be shown to any person who attempts to exert an improper 
influence in native affairs for the purpose of acquiring an increased share of the trade, or 
who excites the Chiefs to disregard aud disobey Consular orders, or who bimself defies 
these orders, 

King Ja Ja has recently been deported from Opobo and exiled from West Africa for 
these offences. It is not likely, therefore, that any lesser person so offending will be 
spared. If you or any other European agent in the river set my authority at defiance and 
attempt to interfere unduly in native affairs, I shall deport you from the river and close 
your factory. 

_ I trust, however, that I am about to find in you a loyal supporter of the provisions 
which have been made for the preservation of peace and order in Opobo River. As soon 
asd am assured of this I shall appoint you a member of the Governing Council, so that you 
may take your share in the government of the country. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) H. H. JOHNSTON. 
So EF eee SOD ain AME RR bey 419 OSE 


No, 13. 
Messrs. Miller, Brother, and Co. to the Marquis of Salishury—(Received January  .) 


My Lord Marquis, 4, St. Mary Axe, London, January 25, 1888. 
REFERRING to the letter of my firm of Messrs, Alexander Miller, Brother, and Co., 
of Glasgow, dated the 5th January and addressed to your Lordship, I desire to say that 
the papers relating to the inquirf held by Admiral Sir W. Hunt-Grubbe, at Accra, in the 
matter of Ja Ja, have not yet come to hand. 
I hope after their receipt to submit. to your Lordship certain material facts n 


in the case, and I desire to express the hope that your Lordship’s decision will be delayed 

until I am able to communicate them, 
I have, Xe. 

GEO. MILLER. 


(Signed) 
(Of Alex. Miller Brothers, of Glasgow and London.) 
Serenata ae nr ietying Spgs ARE et Sana a ep Se aes | ed 
No. 14. 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Acting Consul Johnston. 


(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, February 1, 1888, 7 p.m. 
YOUR letter to Farquhar of 1ith December. 
Be careful to remember that your powers over Her Majesty’s subjects are limited by 
in Council. 
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No. 15. 
Foreign Office to Acting Consul Johnston. 


(No. 2.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 1, 1888. 

I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to state to you that Messrs. Miller, 
Brother, and Co. have forwarded a copy of a letter addressed by you on the 11th December 
to Mr. Farquhar, their agent at Opobo. 

Messrs. Miller state positively that your assertion, that their firm has adopted the 
policy of obstructing Consular authority, is altogether incorrect, and. his Lordship has 
informed them that he entirely accepts their disclaimer. 

As regards your warning to Messrs. Miller’s agent, you must be aware that you have 
no power arbitrarily to deport a British trader nor to close his factory, and that your 
judicial powers are defined and limited by the Order in Council of 1885. A telegram has 
been sent to you conveying a caution to this effect, and Lord Salisbury would be glad to 
learn on what grounds you feel justified in addressing such a letter to Mr. Farquhar. 


; Lam, &c. 
(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 





No. 16, 


Messrs. Couper, Johnstone, and Co. to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received February 2.) 
My Lord, 58, Bath Street, Glasgow, February 1, 1888. 


WE were duly favoured with your letter of the 29th December, informing us that the 
Report of Admiral Grubbe had not then been received as to the state of affairs in the 
Opobo River, West Coast of Africa. 

We will be glad now that you can favour us with any information as to the state of 
matters there, and what has been decided to be done with Ja Ja. . 

We are, &c. 
(For Couper, Johnstone, and Co., Limited), 
(Signed) WILLIAM NICHOLL, Pro-Manager. 





No. 17. 
Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 


Sir, _ Foreign Office, February 2, 1888, 

WITH reference to your letter of the 23rd ultimo on the subject of the detention 
of the Chief Ja Ja at Accra, I am directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to observe that, 
as the Chief’s imprisonment in a British Colony must be legalized by local legislation, it 
is for Sir H. Holland to decide what Colony among those specified by Admiral 
Sir W. Hunt-Grubbe should be selected as the most convenient place of detention, or 
whether it would be preferable that he should be kept for the present at Accra, where 
such an Ordinance has already been passed. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE, 





No. 18. 
Foreign Office to Messrs. Miller, Brother, and Co. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, February 2, 1888. 

I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 25th ultimo, inclosing a letter from Acting Consul Johnston to Mr, Farquhar, your 
representative at Opobo. 

_ I am to state that his Lordship fully accepts your disclaimer of having instigated the 
Chief Ja Ja to conduct the opposition to Her Majesty’s authority, of which he has been 
convicted by the Admiral commanding the naval forces on the station. Mr. Johnston will 
be inft that you have entirely repudiated this accusation. 

As regards the warning given to your agent, I am to observe that the Acting Consul’s — 
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powers are defined by the Order in Council of 1885, and that he will be instructed to 
report the grounds on which he has threatened to put them in force against Mr. Farquhar. 
I am, &c. 
(Signed) . JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


2. ay 9 CE ce RRO mn oe a Ie Lee ea Mee Mere 5s, 


No. 19. 


Mr. G. Miller to Foreign Office—(Received February 3.) 
Sir, 55, Waterloo Street, Glasgow, January 30, 1888. 
I AM sorry that when in London T was unable to call personally with the inclosed 
letter, kindly given me by Sir Robert Fowler, Bart. I am much interested in the matter 
of King Ja Ja of Opobo, regarding which my firm is now in communication with the 
sir, 5 Office. 

i common with others to whom the whole facts of the Opobo disputes are known, I 
fear there is the risk of serious injustice being committed. J wished the opportunity of 
meeting you, in order that I might have explained my reasons for this view. Ihave the 
highest respect for Admiral Sir W. H unt-Grubbe, and would have been satisfied had he 
made a personal examination on the spot into the alleged charges made by Consul 
Johnston against Ja Ja. 

I have read the Admiral’s Judgment on the case, and it appears to me that his 
decision has been arrived at on misrepresentation of the facts. i 

I may mention that when the Admiral writes that the Opobo and adjoining countries 
require peace and rest, he must have been made to believe that the country had been kept 
i a state of turmoil and unrest during recent years. So far from this being the case, the 
people of Opobo and of the Eboe district have never shown a more quiet, orderly, and 
industrious spirit than during the last three years. This condition is proved by the fact, 
that since the beginning of October 1885 the trade of these districts has increased 
50 per cent.; peace and quietness have been unbroken among the natives of Opobo and 
the interior countries. 

Mr. Turnbull, who was acting for Alexander Miller, Brother, and Co., denies having 
Stated to the Consul or Admiral that Ja Ja had ordered from him ten cases Sniders and 
20,000 cartridges. This is one of the charges brought against Ja Ja, and held as proved 
by the Admiral. The fact is that the Sniders and cartridges were not ordered for Ja Ja, 
but for trade purposes. Those Snider guns have been an article of trade for many years, 
Costing about 14s. each, and have gradually taken the place of the old flint trade-musket. 

re Mr. Turnbull cabled the order for them to England he informed Captain Pelly, of 

&r Majesty’s ship “ Goshawk,” who was then acting for the Consul in his absence, and 
t consent; the telegram containing the order went through Captain Pelly’s hands. 

t was after Consul Johnston prohibited the import or sale of Sniders that he mentioned 
to Consul Johston the fact of their having been ordered. The guns were not shipped to 

pobo. Mr. Turnbull is now on his way home, and he will be able to satisfy Lord 
Salisbury that this part of the Consul’s charge is unfounded. 

The Admiral refers to the fact of Ja Ja having sent a deputy to the Foreign Office 
last August, and alleges that his having done so was a breach of the Treaty of Protectorate. 
I do not think this charge well founded, as they were commissioned by King Ja Ja and all 
his Chiefs at a General Council to proceed to England to represent to his Lordship what 
ah aan to be unjust and irritating measures adopted against them by Consul 

op. 

Another charge is the hostile attitude of natives of Opobo towards European traders 
who were on their way to the interior markets. It is alleged that the Opobo people 
instigated the interior natives to place a boom across a creek so as to impede access to the 
markets, and, without any circumstantial evidence to prove complicity, the Admiral has 
Some to the conclusion that Ja Ja is guilty of being accessory to placing obstacles in the 
Way, being evidently unaware of the nature of the creek, which is very much impeded by 

€n trees, and is cnly navigable through a channel which has been kept clear by the 
for the passage of their canoes. 

It is quite true that since September 1885 King Ja Ja and the people of Opobo have 
Deen kept in a state of anxiety by the actions of Her Majesty’s Consuls, and their action 
* quite intelligible to every one acquainted with the circumstances. Briefly, certain 

nglish trading agents, whom I will call the amalgamated firms, decided in September 

1885 to reduce the commission formerly paid to Ja ye and his people for bringing them 

the aie pcre Ja Ja and his people thereupon refused to sell them their anges 
2 
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and sold it instead to others who were prepared to pay the price as before. The amalga- 
mated firms continued to refuse to pay the prices paid by others, and immediately began 
to threaten Ja Ja and his people that they would send for the Consul and for the gun-boat, 
and in every way tried to frighten them into compliance with their terms, but in vain. 
The Consul was then sent for, who brought a gun-boat, and from that time until the 
present the Consuls have been fighting a trade question in favour of the amalgamated 
firms and against Ja Ja and his people. Finding themselves unable to ohtain the produce 
rom the King and natives, the amalgamated firms then determined to go to the interior 
markets and oppose the Opobo men there in the purchase of the produce, in which they 
have failed, the interior natives refusing to trade with them. 

Such is briefly the history of these disputes, which originated as a trade question, 
and remains a trade question only to be overcome by the friendly action of the amalga- 
mated firms towards those poor nen whom they have brought into this serious trouble. 

From our last advices, we learn that the detention of Ja Ja at Accra and the possibility 
of his being exiled have saddened his people, but the country is quiet and orderly, and 
will, we feel, be sure to remain so. 

I regret to learn that the irritating action of Consul Johnston still continues, and that 
he has ordered the Opobo people to rebuild a house or to pay a fine of 5 puncheons, for, 
as he alleges, having influenced the interior natives to pull the house down. He has also 
threatened that if the interior natives will not trade with the white men he will debar the 
Opobo people from trading with the Eboe and interior tribes. 

Had I been able to call for you | would have asked you to represent to Lord Salisbury 
that those are reasons why his Lordship should not hastily decide on the Admiral’s 
recommendation, and I will be grateful if you will kindly communicate the substance of 
this letter to him. 

I hope to be in London next week, or as soon as possible after I receive a full Report 
of the inquity which took place at Accra, and for which I am anxiously waiting. I will 
avail myself of that opportunity to call for you. 


sot A uave, &e. 
(Signed) GEO. MILLER. 





No. 20. 
Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received February 7.) 


Sir, Downing Street, February 6, 1888. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Henry Holland to transmit to you, to be laid before 
the Marquis of Salisbury, a copy of a letter from the Chairman of the African Direct 
‘Telegraph Company, inquiring under what authority the Officer administering the Govern- 
ment at the Gold Coast and Her Majestv’s Consul at Bonny have claimed the right 
of censorship over telegrams sent by or to Ja Ja, and relating to his affairs. 

I am to request to be informed what answer should be returned to Sir John Pender, 
and I am to add that no instructions on the subject have been issued from this Depart- 
ment. 


Lam, &c. 
(Signed) R. H. MEADE. 





Inclosure in No. 20. 
The African Direct Telegraph Company to Colonial Office. 


Winchester House, 50, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, February 2, 1888. 

MY attention has been drawn to a communication made to this Company’s Super- 
intendent at Accra by the Acting Governor Colonel White, directing that all telegrams 
sent by Ja Ja or bis Agents should be submitted to him for approval before being 

: : the same order applied also to telegrams which might be received for Ja Ja. 

- The Company’s Superintendent at Bonny reports that the Consul at that Settlement 
also exercised “ his legal powers” in regard to the transmission of political telegrams 
= out of the complication of Ja Ja’s affairs. 

nder Article 14 of the Agreement between Her Majesty’s Treasury and the 
Eastern and Brazilian Submarine Telegraph Companies, dated the 19th January, 1886 
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(which Agreement was assigned with the consent of Her Majesty’s Government on 
the Ist April, 1886, to this Company), provision is made whereby “in the case of 
war, rebellion, or other emergency, the Imperial Government of the United Kingdom 
or the Government of the said British Settlements or possessions, duly authorized 
by Her Majesty’s Government in that behalf, may take possession of the cables, stations, 
offices, and apparatus on the said new line of telegraph, and may keep possession thereof 
for so long as such Government may think requisite, and the Companies shall do all 
in their power to enable such Government to have and enjoy the benefit and advantage 
thereof. And Her Majesty’s Government shall make to the Companies such compensation 
im money for all loss suffered by the Companies by the exercise of the powers by this 
clause conferred as shall be admitted or determined (in case of dispute) by arbitration to 
be reasoaable in that behalf.” 

No other power than that stated in the above Article respecting telegrams is given to 
Her Majesty’s Government or Colonial Governors under the Agreement. 

It is considered desirable that the limits of the authority which may be exercised by 
the Acting Governor at Accra and the Consul at Bonny over telegrams received by this 
Company should be clearly defined, in order that the Directors may be relieved from any 
Tesponsibility attached to the examination of telegrams by Government authorities. 
nder these circumstances, I should be glad to knew what instructions have been 
issued by Her Majesty’s Government to the Settlements with reference to the censorship 
of telegrams received and forwarded by my Company at its station on the West Coast of 
Africa, and under what law or regulation such instructions are given. 

Tam, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN PENDER, Chairman. 


reer peeenererearerececeenesisisi 
No. 21. 
Foreign Office to Messrs. Couper, Johnstone, and Co. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, February 9, 1888, 
IN reply to your letter of the Ist instant, requesting information as to the state of 
affairs in the Opobo River, I am directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to state to you that 
the result of Admiral Sir W. Hunt-Grubbe’s inquiry is that Ja Ja has been imprisoned at 
Accra, and that peace and good order have been restored. The whole question is at the 
present time under the consideration of Her asa — 
am, &c, 
(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


i Se 
No. 22. 
(No. 3.) Foreign Office to Acting Consul Johnston. 


Sir ; 

. Foreign Office, February 10, 1888. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 27 of the 27th 529% last, I am directed by 

the Marquis of Salisbury to point out to you that his Lordship, while fully appreciating the 

nergy with which you are endeavouring to overcome administrative difficulties in the Oil 

sae feels that there are several difficulties in the way of adopting your scheme in its 
I am to call your attention specially to the following points. i 

Her Majesty’s Government fees ae assumed the aktinistrasioal of the territories in 

anestion, and your powers under the Order in Council are restricted to the administration 

of justice and the maintenance of order among British snbjects. x 9 

You state that the Councils created by your proposed Regulations are intended “ to 

of ent and consider all interests.” But in law, those Councils can exercise no powers 

of Government except as representing the territorial authority; they cannot therefore be 

) (as set forth in Article 2) “for the carrying out of Consular orders.” Nor 

Sa there be a judicial appeal from the decisions of the Councils to the Consular Court, 

Cou Consul can only exercise such judicial powers as are conferred on him by Order in 


_ The Councils, moreover, can have no power to make orders applicable to British 
Subjects, nor to exercise any jurisdiction over them. 


a | 
oa" 
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In fact, the Regulations submitted by you presuppose a totally different régime, 
politically and legally, to that which is now in force. 

In these circumstances, Lord Salisbury would be glad to receive from you further 
explanations in regard to your scheme, and also to be informed whether the provisions of 
the Order in Council of 1885 have been fully kept in view, and whether the rights of 
foreigners to free navigation of the creeks forming branches or outlets of the Niger under 
the Act of Berlin have received full consideration. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 





No. 23. 


Foreign Office to Acting Consul Johnston. 
(No. 5.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 16, 1888. 

I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acquaint you that a communication has 
been received by the Colonial Office from the Chairman of the African Direct Telegraph 
Company, inquiring under what authority Colonel White and you have claimed the right of 
censorship over telegrams sent by or to Ja Ja relating to his affairs, and I am to instruct 
you to furnish me with such information on the subject as will enable me to answer the 
inquiry of the Company. 


‘Tam, &c. 
(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 





No. 24. 
Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 16, 1888. 

I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 6th instant, inclosing copy of a communication from the Chairman of the African 
Direct Telegraph Company relative to the right of censorship over telegrams sent by or to 
Ja Ja claimed by the Officer administering the Government at the Gold Coast and the 
Acting British Consul for the Bights of Benin and Biafra. 

I am to request that you will state to Sir H. Holland that his Lordship would suggest 
informing Sir J. Pender, in reply, that Ja Ja being a State prisoner at Accra, the precautions 
taken in regard to telegrams addressed to or from him are probably justified by the 
Ordinance under which he is detained, but that inquiry will be made into the circumstances 
to which he has drawn attention. 


I am, &e. 
(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 





No. 25. 
Colonial Office to Foreign Office —(Received February 17.) 


Sir, Downing Street, February 16, 1888. 

IN reply to your letter of the 2nd instant, I am directed by Secretary Sir H. Holland 
to request you to inform the Marquis of Salisbury that, so far as this Department is 
concerned, there will be no objection to Ja Ja being sent to any one of the places 
suggested by Admiral Sir W. Hunt-Grubbe, except to the Cape Colony, where there 
might be some difficulty in obtaining the enactment of the necessary legislation. 

Ascension is also probably out of the question, as it has been decided to transfer the 
establishments from that island to St. Helena. 

If, however, the Marquis of Salisbury should decide that Ja Ja should be sent either 
to St. Helena or to one of the West India Islands, Sir H. Holland will be prepared to 
co-operate in giving effect to the decision, by directing the Colonial authorities to 
make proper arrangements for Ja Ja’s reception, and to pass the necessary Ordinance to 
provide for his detention. 

Iam to add that Sir H. Holland fully concurs in the view expressed by Sir W. 
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Brandford Griffith, in his Confidential despatch of the 9th December, a copy of which 
was inclosed in the letter from this Department of the 28rd ultimo, that it is very 
undesirable that Ja Ja should continne to reside at Accra, | 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT G. W. HERBERT. 


Se sssseensssnseeeseeseneeesensesensnsianesnsseny 
No. 26. 
Aborigines’ Protection Society to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{ Received February 18.) 


My Lord, Broadway Chambers, Westminster, February 15, 1888. 

THE Committee of the Aborigines’ Protection Society desire to submit the following 
Statement to your Lordship. 

Mr. 8. B. Rhodes has been trading in the Opobo River for nearly three years, and 
he informs us that he had the full assurance of the natives that they were willing to 
Supply him with sufficient produce to enable him to do a large trade. 

Six months ago Consul Johnston stopped Mr. Rhodes’ business, it would appear, on 
the ground that he had commercial relations with King Ja Ja; but what the Consul has 

do with Mr. Rhodes’ business affairs, whether with Ja Ja or any other person, we do- 
not know. Mr. Rhodes was in London when all this occurred. Here he has exhausted 
all his means, and has been driven to great extremities. Moreover, his aged parents, who 
live in Sierra Leone, are dependent upon him, and are now in danger of losing their only 
means of support. , 
._, Mr. Rhodes has received recent information from Opobo to the effect that the 
interdict on his trading operations at Opobo has not been removed. His agent, he says, 
lately called upon Mr. Thomas Wright, the Chairman of the Court which manages the 
affairs of Opobo in Consul Johnston’s absence, and asked him to permit the natives to 
trade with Mr. Rhodes. Mr. Wright, it seems, declined, on the ground that the Consul 
left no instructions on the subject. 

Mr. Rhodes, as a coloured man, has a claim upon the Aborigines’ Protection Society, 
Which induces us to address your Lordship on his behalf. The powers exercised by 
Consul Johnston are so extensive that it appears only reasonable that the. grounds of his 
action should be made known to those whose interests are affected by it, If, therefore, 
the Consul has made any charge against Mr. Rhodes, we venture to ask that, in justice 
to him, it may be stated. If no charge has been made, we should feel much obliged if 
your Lordship would inform us what reasons the Consul assigns for his action. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) F. W. CHESSON, Secretary. 


Ta eee See ee, ens a ae eee 
No. 27. 


Colonial Office to Foreign Office—(Received February 20.) 


: Downing Sireet, February 18, 1888, 
I AM directed by Secretary Sir Henry Holland to state that he has had under his 
Consideration your letter of the 2nd November last, submitting the inconveniences arising 
from the absence of a regular system of administration in the British Protectorate of the 
Oil Rivers district on the West Coast of Africa. 

In reply, I am to request you to inform the Marquis of Salisbury that Sir Henry 
Holland will be willing, if desired, to consider any formal: proposal for establishing a system 
0 Colonial government in the Oil Rivers district, either separately or in connection with 
the Colony of Lagos. 

He would, however, suggest that it would for many reasons be preferable if some 
arrangement could be made for an amalgamation of the merchants interested in the trade 
of the Oil Rivers with the Royal Niger Company. ‘The onerous task which will otherwise 

me necessary of setting up a revenue and judicial system for the district in question, 
°F extending to it that of Lagos, might thus be avoided, 

. _ Sir Henry Holland is not aware whether Lord Salisbury possesses any means of 
inducing or facilitating such an amalgamation, but he thinks that no opportunity of 


Xercising influence to that end should be lost sight of. 
I am, &c. 
(Signed) R. H. MEADE. 


Sir 
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No. 28. 
Messrs. Miller, Brother, and Co. to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received February 22.) 
My Lord Marquis, 4, St. Mary Axe, London, February 20, 1888. 


WE have the honour to inclose, for your Lordship’s information, an account of the 
recent disturbances at Opobo between Acting Consul Johnston and King Ja Ja and his 
people, together with copies of correspondence between parties on the coast so far as in 
our possession, as well as of all the letters that have passed between your Lordship and 
ourselves.* | 

We have stated in narrative form, as briefly as possible, the history of Opobo, and the 


causes which led to the existing dispute. 


We desire to state that we have not at any time doubted the sincerity and earnest 
desire of your Lordship to get at the real facts of this case, so as to do justice to all 
parties, and we have steadily kept in view the difficulty your Lordship would have in 
dealing with disputes of the kind, where information has to be taken second-hand from 
parties who may possibly have personal interests to serve. In order to remove any doubt 
as to our action throughout those disputes, we have put in print all our letters written since 
January 1886 up to the present time to our agents at Opobo, as well as to Ja Ja himself. 
These letters were not written in the expectation of being published, and will so much the 
better show your Lordship what are the real grounds of dispute. We have made some 
remarks on the inquiry held by Admiral Sir W. Hunt-Grubbe, to which we respectfully 
ask your Lordship’s consideration, in which we deal particularly with the “ Judgment” of 
the Admiral, and the grounds upon which he formed it. 

The leading points to which we have thought it necessary to advert are— 

1. That the disputes originated in trade questions, and that all the subsequent events 
were governed by trade interests. 

2. That careful consideration of the Treaty of 1873 and of the Treaty of 1884, 
governed as it is by the letter of Consul Hewett of the Ist July, 1884, gives intelligent 
explanation of King Ja Ja’s reluctance to concur in all the demands of Her Majesty’s 
Consuls, and how he, in perfect good faith, and without any hostile spirit towards Her 
Majesty’s Government, was tenacious of rights that the Consul had led him to understand 


were not abrogated by the Treaty of 1884. 


3. The calm and dignified manner in which Ja Ja bore with Consular mandates 
while viewing them as unjust, and the innocent confidence with which, from first to last, 
he trusted the Consul. A guilty man, and especially a guilty man of King Ja Jas 
education, would not have acted in the open and confiding manner in which he did. 

4. That in the overwhelming trouble brought upon Ja Ja himself and his people, he 
and they have, before and since the trial, behaved themselves in a most exemplary 
manner, and have not, through all the period of trouble, shown the turbulent spirit which 
the Consul’s charges imply. 

5. That notwithstanding Consular interference, Opobo has during the past three years 
prospered to an extent which proves the people must have been peaceful and industrious. 

6. That in conducting the trial at Accra the Admiral had to rely on evidence collected 
by the Consul, who Ja Ja and his people had all along charged with partizanship and 
irritating conduct towards them—the evidence itself being of a secret character, which the 
Admiral at a subsequent date, when at Opobo, cautioned the Consul against making use 
of in the future. | 

7. That Ja Ja had only two days’ notice that he was to be placed on trial, and being 
a prisoner, 600 miles from his own country, had no opportunity of producing witnesses 
who would have proved his innocence of the charges imputed to him. 

8. That a “trial,” not an inquiry, took place at Accra under the circumstances 
described, instead of at Opobo, as had been promised. 

9, That, in the circumstances of the case, Ja Ja was found guilty, without a particle 
of evidence that can be called substantial. 

10. That we are prepared to put a witness on oath who can positively deny the 
gravest charge that was laid against Ja Ja, This witness we have brought to England for 
the purpose. 

On all these and many other grounds we believe that your Lordship, being desirous 
to do justice to Ja Ja, will, after proper investigation, feel it to be your duty to quash the 
whole proceedings, and send Ja Ja back to Opobo until he is found guilty of some crime 
deserving deportation, which, to a man of his age, is a penalty to which death itself would 
be held as light. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) ALEX. MILLER, BROTHER, anv Co. 


* Noi printed. 


a7 
No. 29. 


Foreign Office to Consul Hewett. 
Sir, ) Foreign Office, February 23, 1888. 
I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acquaint you that a letter has been 
received from the Aborigines’ Protection Society, stating that Mr. Rhodes, who has been 
trading in the Opobo River for nearly three years, has had his business prohibited by 
Vice-Consul Johnston on the ground that he had commercial relations with Ja Ja, and I 
am to inquire whether you are in a position to give any information on the subject of 
the position of Mr. Rhodes at Opobo, and the nature and extent of his trade. 


lam, &c. 
(Signed) P. CURRIE. 





No. 30. 


Foreign Office to Aborigines’ Protection Society. 
Sir 


> 


. Foreign Office, February 23, 1888. 
I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 15th instant, relative to the prohibition of Mr. Rhodes’ trade by Vice- 
Consul Johnston on the ground that he had commercial relations with Ja Ja, and I am 
to inform you that the matter will receive attention. 


Lam, &c. 
(Signed) P. CURRIE. 





No. 31. 
Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received February 24.) 


Sir, Downing Street, February 23, 1888. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Henry Holland to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter of the 16th instant respecting the answer to be returned to the African Direct 

elegraph Company on the subject of their complaint of the censorship exercised by the 
Governor of the Gold Coast Colony and Her Majesty’s Consul at Bonny over telegrams 
addressed to and sent by Ja Ja. 

I am to observe that the Ordinance providing for the detention of Ja Ja at the 
Gold Coast, which was communicated to you in the letter from this Department of the 
11th November last, gives no authority to the Governor to exercise control over Ja Ja’s 
telegrams, and no instructions on the subject have been sent from this Department. 

_ Sir Henry Holland proposes, therefore, with the concurrence of the Marquis of 
Salisbury, to instruct the Governor, by telegraph, to procure the enactment of an Ordinance 
authorizing him to require production by the Company of any messages sent by or to 
Political prisoners, and to prohibit the transmission or delivery of such m : 

Sir Henry Holland would also propose to inform Sir J. Pender, in reply to his letter, 
that no instructions have been given to the Governor on the subject, but that, in order 
to avoid any doubt as to his powers, he will be directed to enact an Ordinance as above 
Sugeested. 

{ am to inquire what answer Lord Salisbury would wish to be returned as to the | 
alleged action of Her Majesty’s Consul at Bonny. : , 

am, &c. 
(Signed) EDWARD WINGFIELD. 


EE 
No. 32. 
Messrs, Miller, Brother, and Co. to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received February 24.) 
My Lord Marquis, 4, St. Mary Ave, London, February 28, 1888. 


. IBEG respectfully to call your Lordship’s attention to my letter of the 25th January, 
Mm which | inclosed, for your Lordship’s consideration and information, copy of a letter 
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by Consul H. H. Johnston addressed to Mr. David Farquhar, of the 11th December, 1887, 
to which I have not received any reply. 

[ have now the pleasure to hand your Lordship copies of all letters addressed by us 
during the last two years to our agents in Opobo as well as to King Ja Ja. 

The charges made. by the Consul are such as necessitate full inquiry, which we court, 
as it is evident that we will not now be able to carry on our business in the West African 
Oil Rivers without constant fear of being visited by Consular power of a nature which 
will be injurious. 

We have, &e. 
(Signed) ALEX. MILLER, BROTHER, anp Co. 





No. 33. 
Foreign Office to Messrs. Miller, Brother, and Co. 


Sir, . ae Office, February 27, 1888. 
I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 20th instant, forwarding printed matter relating to the case of Ja Ja. 
; Iam, &e. 
(Signed) P. CURRIE. 





No. 34. 
Messrs. Miller, Brother, and Co. to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received March 1.) 


My Lord Marquis, 59, Waterloo Street, Glasgow, February 29, 1888. 
WE have the honour to transmit copy of a letter by Acting Consul Johnston sent 
to King Ja Ja on the 18th September last. This copy only reached us this morning. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) ALEX. MILLER, BROTHER, anp Co. 





Inclosure in No. 34. 
Acting Consul Johnston to King Ja Ja. 


Sir, Opobo River, September 18, 1887. 
IN reply to your note, I beg to say that whatever Uranta may or may not have said to 
you is of no importance, and can affect in no way the issue of to-morrow’s meeting. 

I have summoned you to attend in a friendly spirit. I hereby assure you that, 
whether you accept or reject my proposals to-morrow, no restraint whatever will be 
put on you. You will be free to go as soon as you have heard the message of the 
Government. 

If you do not attend the meeting no further consideration will be shown you, and‘you 
will simply be treated as an enemy of the British Government. I shall proclaim your 
deposition, and hand your markets over to the Bonny men. 

If you attend to-morrow I pledge you my word that you will be free to come and Zo, 
but if you do not attend I will conclude you to be guilty of the charges brought against 
you, and shall immediately proceed to carry out your punishment. 


[ am, &c. 
(Signed) H. H. JOHNSTON. 





No. 35. 


African Steam-ship Company and British and African Steam Navigation Company to 
Foreign Office.—(Receiwed March 2.) 


Sir, 21, Great St. Helen’s, London, February 27, 1888. 
REFERRING to the communication which we had the honour to address to you on 
the 24th May last, and to our interview of the 23rd instant, on the subject of the govern- 
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No, 32a. 
Memorandum by Sir James Fergusson. 


I HAD a deputation here to-day, introduced by Sir James Corry and representing 
the two large steamer Companies, who expressed their anxiety as to what arrangements 
Were in contemplation for the administration of the Oil Rivers district. T ey are 
“verse to the Company’s rule, because they say that the licence fees or dues charged up 
ve iby are really prohibitive to outsiders. They would prefer the Consular rule or the 
colonial. 

_I think that before anything is finally settled these Companies, which have a large 
Capital invested and are strongly represented, should be given an opportunity of 
representing their case, and, in any event, be protected against ‘‘ exclusive dealing” or 
unfair treatment, not that I believe that the Niger Company would be unfair, but they 
want to be heard. 

I advised them to put their case on paper. i 

J. ¥. 

House of Commons, February 23, 1888. 


SA eee eee ee 
No. 32 B. 


Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, February 24, 1888. 

IN reply to the Colonial Office letter of the 18th instant relating to the establish- 
ment of a regular colonial system of administration in the British Protectorate of 
the Oil Rivers district, I am directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to inform you that 
his Lordship shares the view expressed by Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the 

olonies, that it would be preferable that, if possible, an arrangement should be come to 

for the incorporation of the district in the territory administered by the Royal Niger 

pany. 

[ am to add that Lord Salisbury will take steps, when opportunity offers, for 
“Scertaining what are the prospects of such an amalgamation. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 
an tit i a a lr ce 
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ment of the West African Oil Rivers, we beg respectfully to draw your attention to the 

following facts :— 

The two Steam-ship Companies which we represent, viz., the African Steam-ship 

-Ompany, enrolled by Royal Charter in 1852, and the British and African Steam Naviga- 
tion Company (Limited), established in 1869, possess a fleet of thirty-four steamers, built at 

# cost of over a million sterling. All these steamers are employed in the carrying trade 

with the West Coast of Africa, and have been specially constructed for crossing the bars 

of the shallow Oil Rivers in the Bights of Beniri and Biafra. 

When the African Steam-ship Company was inaugurated in 1852, the sailings took 
Place only once monthly, and the Company then received a subsidy of 20,0001. a-year, 
which was subsequently increased to 80,0001. | 

This subsidy ceased in 1872, since which Her Majesty’s mails have continued to be 
conveyed regularly to and from the coast, the Companies receiving only the poundage rate 
on the letters carried. 

The total number of sailings during 1887 was ninety-three. | 

Our Companies rendered material aid in suppressing the Slave Trade, as the steamers 
Constantly calling at so many ports rendered it impossible for slavers to remain 
unobserved, ‘ 

The steamers have also been the means of greatly increasing the trade with the coast, 
both European and native, by their frequent and regular communication with the various 

rican ports. 

Cc It is, however, in the Oil Rivers, as above mentioned, that the interests of the two 

ompanies are more deeply centred. 

n connection with the mail service which has heen performed, the Companies have, 
at considerable cost to themselves, surveyed and buoyed the rivers in question—a circum- 
Stance which has contributed greatly to the development of trade in those regions. It will 

penne be seen that we are deeply interested in any alteration which may be contem- 

Plated in the administration of this district. 

Go In the hope that you may not consider it out of place, we would suggest that the 

vernment of Lagos might be extended to the palm oil rivers, at a very small cost for 

| jistration, which could be met by small dues on the steaniers calling at the rivers, 

and duties on imports ; or, if the administration were even left as at present, additional 
‘Onsuls being appointed, the extra expense incurred could be met in the same way. 

R If the district is administered under the Government justice will be done both to the 
m-ship Companies and the traders, European as well as native, the latter of whom are 
creasing in numbers and importance. ats 

levy: tt We would most earnestly press on the Government is, that no privileges of 

€vying dues, or in any way controlling our steamers or the trade of that district, should 

granted by Charter or otherwise to any trading Corporation. BES 

: Sach & course could only result in endless disputes, and be the means of inflicting 

“tY Serious loss on our Companies. 

Ye therefore earnestly hope that no steps will be taken by the Government which 
Could in any way affect our interests, without our being afforded an opportunity of further 
Tepr senting our views. 

We are, &c. 


For the African Steam-ship Company), 
aidiass (Signed). PORED. W. BOND, Chairman. 


(For the British and African Steam Navigation Company, Limited), 
(Signed) JOHN DEMPSTER, Managing Director. 


LL 2 SS Pree ie Se Sa Ane sie ok FSS ES NE cee we al See 
| No. 36. 


Consul Hewett to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received March 2.) 


My Lord, 8, Exhibition Road, S.W., February 29, 1888, 

i WITH reference to Sir P. W. Currie’s despatch of the 23rd February, I have the 

- Nour to inform your Lordship that, as far as 1 know, the nature of Mr. Rhodes’ trade 

ms that of purchasing palm-oil with goods—-principally cotton cloth and gin—which he 

:. Sichamee credit from anybody.he can find in England sufficiently confiding or specu- 

trust him.” | 

his Unless he has put away money which he is unwilling to disturb, I apprehend that 

ae 03] been neither extensive nor very remunerative, for I have learnt oa he is 
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unable to pay off a mortgage on his house and goods and chattels at Opobo, given as 
security for 150/. I was informed yesterday that he had given a very large order in gin, 
which was to be sent out at once in anticipation of the imposition of a duty which, he 
said, was about to be established at Opobo on imported spirits; but I was not told that 
the order would be executed. 7 

As to Mr. Rhodes’ position at Opobo, in a commercial point of view it is not high, 
but, in a social point of view, among the natives it may have been somewhat better, if he 
spoke the truth when, in an interview with a commission merchant in the city not very 
long ago, whom he tried to induce to give him more credit, he represented that he was 
intimate and had influence with Ja Ja, who, he said, had given him 50/. towards the 
expenses of his visit to Europe, which visit Mr. Acting Consul Johnston wrote me he did 
not think was made for commercial purposes alone, but he suspected was for the purpose — 
of inducing the French Goyernhment to take the country of Opobo under its protection, 
for which mission he (Mr. Rhodes) was deputed by Ja Ja; and the fact of Mr. Rhodes — 
having gone to France before coming to England gives a colouring of truth to 
Mr. Johnston’s surmise. | 

I have no doubt in my own mind that Mr. Rhodes acted as Ja Ja’s agent at Opobo 
by receiving in his own name goods sent from Europe for Ja Ja. Ja Ja always had one 
of these Sierra Leone men to do this sort of business for him, but the compact never 
failed to end in a disagreement, and then the truth, or a part of the truth, as to the 
relations which had subsisted between them would come out. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 





No. 37. 
Question asked in the House of Commons, March 2, 1888. 


Mr. Wilham Redmond,—To ask the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affuirs, 
whether he will state the circumstances attending the conviction and exiling of King 
Ja Ja, of Opobo; . , 
Whether he will inform the House what offence the King was charged with, and 
what evidence was brought in support of the charge: 
And, why the trial took place at Accra, a place 600 miles from Opobo, where — 
the King had no friends, and no means of meeting the charges brought against — 
him. 


Answer. 


Rear-Admiral Sir William Hunt-Grubbe, commanding the West African Squadron, 
was directed to inquire into the charges against King Ja Ja, of Opobo. 

It was proved, to the satisfaction of the Admiral, that Ja Ja had incited armed 
resistance to Her Majesty’s Consul when he visited the upper waters in order to open the. 
interior to British trade, so that he was forced back; and that he had broken the conditions 
of the Protectorate Treaty. ; 

The trial took place at Accra, to which place Ja Ja had been previously removed, and — 
at which his legal adviser resided, according to the discretionary powers conferred upon the 
Admiral. It was thorough and patient, and lasted for three days; at the close of which | 
Ja Ja’s counsel thanked the Admiral for his kindness and impartiality. 


aS A a a lO I a a a a j | 
No. 38. 


Foreign Office to Acting Consul Johnston. 
(No. 7.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 2, 1888. 
WITH reference to the despatch from this Department No. 5 of the i6th ultimo, I 
ain, directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to transmit to you herewith, for your information, 
a copy of a letter, accompanied by inclosures, received from Messrs. Miller, of Glasgow, 
relating to, matters connected with the trial of King Ja Ja.* 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


® No. 32. 
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No. 39. 
Foreign Office to Messrs. Miller, Brother, and Co. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, March 2, 1888. 

I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 23rd ultimo, forwarding correspondence relating to the trial of King Ja Ja. 

Iam to add that Lord Salisbury would feel obliged if Messrs. Miller could furnish . 
him with a further copy of the printed correspondence which accompanied their letter 
under reply. 


lam, &c. 
(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 





No. 40. 


Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received March 3.) 


Sir, Downing Street, March 2, 1888. 

I AM directed by Lord Knutsford to transmit to you, for the consideration of the 
Marquis of Salisbury, a copy of a despatch from the Governor of the Gold Coast Colony, 
inclosing a request from King Ja Ja for permission to send his son Sunday to England to 
England to finish his education. | 

Lord Knutsford desires to be favoured with Lord Salisbury’s opinion as to what 
answer he desires should be returned to this request. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) R. H. MEADE. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 40. 
Governor Sir W. B. Griffith to Sir H. Holland. 


Government House, Christiansborg Castle, Gold Coast, 
) Accra, January 29, 1888. 
_ _ IN connection with my despatch of the 5th ultimo, I have the honour to 
inclose copy of a note from Ja Ja to the Acting Colonial Secretary, asking my permission 
to send his son Sunday home to England to finish his education.. 

2. I have caused Ja Ja to be informed, in reply, that I would inquire from you whether 
he could be permitted to do so, and that Sunday Ja Ja could in the meantime be taught 
lu the Government school at Accra, if his father so wished. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) W. BRANDFORD GRIFFITH. 


Sir 





Inclosure 2 in No. 40. 
King Ja Ja to the Colonial Secretary. 


Dear Sir, Christiansborg, January 25, 1888. 
I WRITE this to request you to be so good as to ask the permission of the Governor 
to send my son Sunday to England to finish his education. I like to ask now so that I 
May prepare to send him by Captain Norman. 
I remain, &c. 


(Signed) JA JA. 


32 
No. 41. 
Question asked in the House of Commons, March 5, 1888. 


Mr. William Redmond,—TYo ask the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, what 
portion of the Treaty of 1884 it was proved King Ja. Ja broke, and what was the 
evidence brought against, and what was the name of the person who defended him on 
his trial : 

And whether the Government will refrain from confirming the sentence passed 
by Admiral Grubbe till an inquiry has been held into the whole circumstances 
attending the arrest, trial, and conviction of the King. 





Answer. 


The portion of the Treaty of 1884 which was proved, to the satisfaction of the 
Admiral, that Ja Ja had broken was Article V, which is as follows :-— 

“The Kings and Chiefs of Opobo hereby engage to assist the British Consular or 
other officers in the execution of such duties as may be assigned to them; and, further, to 
act upon their advice in matters relating to the administration of justice, the development 
of the resources of the country, the interests of commerce, or in any other matter relating 
to peace, order, and good government, and the general progress of civilization.” 

This Article has been held by successive Ministries to require Ja Ja not to hinder 
trade with markets outside of his own territories, and he has been warned that he would be 
held responsible for interference with traders going to such markets. N evertheless, he has 
continued to do so. 

The evidence brought against Ja Ja was chiefly that of the Acting Consul and of the 
officer commanding Her Majesty’s ship “ Royalist.” He was defended by Mr. Edmund 
Bannerman, solicitor, of Accra, and was fully heard on his own behalf. 

Her Majesty’s Gevernment consider that no further inquiry is necessary, and that the 
interests of good order render the removal of Ja Ja expedient. 


—.—— $s 


No. 42. : 
Question asked in the House of Commons, March 6, 1888. 


Mr, William Redmond,—To ask the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, what 
portion of the Treaty of 1884 it was proved King Ja Ja broke, and what was the 
evidence brought against, and what was the name of the person who defended him on 
his trial : R 

Whether the Government will refrain from confirming the sentence passed by 
Admiral Grubbe till an inquiry bas been held into the whole circumstances attending 
the arrest, trial, and conviction of the King: 

And, whether he will place papers concerning Ja Ja’s trial upon the Table of the 
House. 





Answer. 


The portion of the Treaty of 1884 which it was proved, to the satisfaction of the 
' Admiral, that Ja Ja had broken was Article V, which is as follows :— 

“The Kings and Chiefs of Opobo hereby engage to assist the British Consular or 
other officers in the execution of such duties as may be assigned to them ; and, further, to 
act upon their advice in matters relating to the administration of justice, the development 
of the resources of the country, the interests of commerce, or in any other matter relating 
to peace, order, and good government, and the general progress of civilization.” 

This Article has been held by successive Ministries to require Ja Ja not to hinder 
trade with markets outside of his own territories, and he has been warned that he would 
be held responsible for interference with traders going to such markets. Nevertheless, he 
has continued so to interfere. The eviderice brought against Ja Ja was chiefly that of the 
Acting Consul, and of the officer commanding Her Majesty’s ship “ Royalist.” He was 
defended by Mr. Edward Bannerman, solicitor, of Accra, and was fully heard on his own 
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behalf. Her Majesty’s Government consider that no further inquiry is necessary, and that 
the interests of good order render the removal of Ja Ja expedient. 

With reference to the last question of the honourable Member, which he has added 
to-day, I will inquire whether any of the papers can be usefully laid upon the Table. 


sss 
No. 43. 


Foreign Office to Acting Consul Johnston. 
(No. 8. Africa.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 6, 1888. 
THE attention of the Marquis of Salisbury has been called by the Chairman of the 

ican Direct Telegraph Company to the claim advanced by you to supervise all telegrams 

addressed to or sent by King Ja Ja under the circumstances which cause his detention at 
ccra. 

_, Iam directed by his Lordship to point out to you that you have no authority to 
interfere in the transmission of such telegrams, and to instruct you to report whether and 
12 what ‘cases you have done so. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) P. CURRIE. 
07 are eenemmmemnmesneeen eer ee eee ae a ee Se ee ee ee ee hes 
No. 44. 
Foreign Office to Acting Consul Johnston. 
(No. 9.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 6, 1888. 


AS there would appear to be some doubt whether the archives of your Consulate 
Contain a copy of the Treaty which was concluded on the 19th December, 1884, between 
$ country and the King and Chiefs of Opobo, I am directed by the Marquis of 
bury to transmit one to you herewith for preservation among your official papers. 
A copy of the despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul which inclosed the document in 
question is also transmitted for the same purpose. 
I am, &c. 
(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


Se ee eee ae: eee ee 
Inclosure 1 in No. 44, 


Consul Hewett to the Earl of Rosebery. 

(No. 13.) 

My Lord, Old Calabar, July 13, 1886, 
I HAVE the honour to forward herein the Treaty with Opobo, which was signed in 

duplicate at Opobo on the 19th December, 1884. ; 

_ I beg to draw your Lordship’s attention to the circumstance of Article VI of the 

Printed Form being expunged. I found it quite impossible to get Ja Ja to agree to the 
S$ of this Article, even in a modified form. ) 

_ An objection was raised and obstinately adhered to by Ja Ja with respect to 
Article VII. He would not consent to have any black missionary in his country, 80 I was 
obliged at length to qualify “all ministers” by the insertion of the word “white” before 
ministers.” 


I tae, &e. 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 44. 
Treaty with King and Chiefs of Opobo.—Signed at Opobo. 


Em HER Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 

press of India, &c., and the Kings and Chiefs of Opobo being desirous of maintaining 

an he the relations of peace and friendship which have for so long existed 
em ; 
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Her Britannic Majesty has named and appointed E. H. Hewett, Esq., her Consul for 
the Bights of Benin and Biafra, to conclude a Treaty for this urpose. 

The said E. H. Hewett, Esq., and the said King and Chiefs of Opobo have agreed 
upon and concluded the following Articles :— 


ARTICLE I. 


Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, &c., in compliance with the 
request of the King, Chiefs, and people of Opobo, hereby undertakes to extend to 
them, and to the territory under their authority and jurisdiction, her gracious favour and 
protection. 

ARTICLE II. 


The King and Chiefs of Opobo agree and promise to refrain from entering into any 
correspondence, Agreement, or Treaty with any foreign nation or Power, except with the 
knowledge and sanction of Her Britannic Majesty’s Government. 


ARTICLE III. 


{t is agreed that full and exclusive jurisdiction, civil and criminal, over British subjects 
and their property in the territory of Opobo is reserved to Her Britannic Majesty, to be 
exercised by such Consular or other officers as Her Majesty shall appoint for that 
purpose. he oes ae 
The same jurisdiction is likewise reserved to Her Majesty in the said territory of 
Opobo over foreign subjects enjoying British protection, who shall be deemed to be 
included in the expression “ British subject ” throughout this Treaty. 


ARTICLE IV. 


All disputes between the King and Chiefs of Opobo, or between them and British or 
foreign traders, or between the aforesaid King and Chiefs and neighbouring tribes, which 
cannot be settled amicably between the two parties, shall be submitted to the British 
Consular or other officers appointed by Her Britannic Majesty to exercise jurisdiction in 
Opobo territories for arbitration and decision, or for arrangement. 


ARTICLE V. 


The King and Chiefs of Opobo hereby engage to assist the British Consular or other 
officers in the execution of such duties as may be assigned to them ; and, further, to act 
upon their advice in matters relating to the administration of justice, the development of 
the resources of the country, the interests of commerce, or in any other matter in relation 
to peace, order, and good government, and the general progress of civilization. 


ATCHICLE VL. 


Fhe subjects and eitizens of all counties may freely earry on Gade in every part of the 


ARTICLE VII. 
All white ministers of the Christian religion shall be permitted to reside and exercise 


_ their calling within the territories of the aforesaid King and Chiefs, who hereby guarantee to 


them full protection. 7 
All forms of religious worship and religious ordinances may be exercised within 
the territories of the aforesaid King and Chiefs, and no hindrance shall be offered 


thereto. 
ARTICLE VIII. 


If any vessels should be wrecked within the Opobo territories, the King and Chiefs 
will give them all the assistance in their power, will secure them from plunder, and also 
recover and deliver to the owners or agents all the property which can be saved. 

If there are no such owners or agents on the spot, then the said property shall be 
delivered to the British Consular or other officer. 

The King and Chiefs further engage to do all in their power to protect the persons 
and property of the officers, crew, and others on board such wrecked vessels. 
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All claims for salvage dues in such cases shall, if disputed, be refetred to the British 
Consular or other officer for arbitration and decision. 


ARTICLE IX. 


_ _This Treaty shall come into operation, so far as may be practicable, from the date of 
its signature, Article VI, as herein printed, being expunged. 


Done in duplicate at Opobo, this 19th day of December, in the year 1884. 


(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 
JA JA. 
COOKEY GAM. 
PRINCE SATURDAY JA JA. 
FLINEBOURNE, his * mark. 
JOHN AFRICA, ditto. 
HON. STRONGFACE, ditto. 
OGOLDO, ditto. 
WILLIAM OBAMY. 
BLACK FOOBRAH, his X mark. 
WILLIAM JOLY. 
SHOO BITERSI. 
SAM ANNIE PEPPLE, his x mark. 
THS. JA JA, ditto. 
SAM OKO EPELLA, ditto. 
DUKE OF NORFOLK, ditto. 
JUNGO, ditto. 
CAPT. URANTA, ditto. 
WARISOO, ditto. 
SAML. GEO. JOLY. 

Witnesses for the above twelve marks, 
(Signed) Harotp G. Wurte, 
Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul. 
R. D. Bourr, 
Chairman of the Court of Equity. 


i ee ee 
No. 45. 


Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 6, 1888. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 23rd ultimo relative to the right of censorship 

Over telegrams sent by or to Ja Ja or other political prisoners, I am directed by the 
Marquis of Salisbury to request that you will inform Lord Knutsford that his Lordship 
“oncurs in the proposed instruction to the Governor of the Gold Coast to procure the 
“nactment of an Ordinance to enable him to prohibit the transmission or delivery of such 
Messages, and also in the proposed reply to Sir J. Pender. 

_ Tam to add that the Acting British Consul will be informed that he has no authority 
to interfere with the transmission of telegrams, and that he will be called upon to. report in 
what case he has done so. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) P, CURRIE. 
tt ee Es 
No. 46. 


Messrs. Miller, Brother, and Co. to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received March 8.) 


My Lord Marquis, 55, Waterloo Street, Glasgow, March 7, 1888. 
REFERRING to our Mr. George Miller’s letter of the 25th January to your 
rdship, we have the honour to inclose copy of Mr. David Farquhar’s reply to Consul 
Johnston’s letter of 11th December. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) ALEX. MILLER, BROTHER, ann Co. 
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‘ Inclosure in No. 46. 
Mr. Farquhar to Consul Johnston. 


Sir, Opobo River, January 1, 1888. 
ON arrival here per “Teneriffe” your letter of the 11th ultimo was handed to me. 
Perhaps { may be allowed to state that never have I, nor have my principals, 

exerted an improper influence in native affairs to gain a larger share of the river’s trade. 

The increase has always arisen from the quality, abundance, and cheapness of my cargo, 

combined with the trust which most of the natives owe me 
I feel sure you will find in me “a loyal supporter of the provisions which have been 

made for the preservation of peace and order in Opobo River.” 
Your letter would have been replied to earlier had I Eri your whereabouts. 
am, &c. 
(Signed) D. FARQUHAR. 





No, 47, 
Messrs. Miller, Brother, and Co. to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received March 8.) 


My Lord Marquis, 55, Waterloo Street, Glasgow, March 7, 1588. 
WE have the honour to inclose, for your Lordship’s information, copy of letter sent 
by Mr. A. H. Turnbull to King Ja Ja of Opobo. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) ALEX. MILLER, BROTHER, ann Co. 





Inclosure in No. 47. 


Mr. A. H. Turnbull to King Ja Ja. 


Dear Sir,  Opobo,” off Accra, January 18, 1888. 

HAVING heard that Mr. Consul Johnston stated at the inquiry before the Admiral 
that you had ordered Snider guns and ammunition from me to a large extent, and that I 
had refused to execute that order, and informed the Consul of the same, I beg to give my 
emphatic denial to that statement, and to add that you never gave me any order of that 
kind, and that I never informed the Consul of anything relating to the same. The guns I 
ordered were ordered in the ordinary course of trade. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) A. H. TURNBULL. 


Certified true copy of original now in King Ja Ja’s possession. 
_ (Signed) EpmunD BANNERMAN, Solicitor, Accra. 
January 26, 1888. 


No. 48. 
Memorandum by Sir J. Fergusson. 


I SAW Mr. Rogerson last night. The West African Companies are anxious about 
what is to be the settlement of the Oil Rivers. 

They would prefer a colonial organization, but could form an Administration under 
the West African organization, like the Niger. 

As I have before noted on the Minute of Lord Salisbury in favour of an extension of 
the Niger Charter to the Oil Rivers and the whole coast of the Niger mouths, the existence 
and interests of the Steamer Companies should not be lost sight of. 

Mr. Rogerson told me that the Niger Company have approached them with a view to 
their junction, but on terms that were not acceptable. He said that the Steamer 
Companies’ commercial interest was so very much the larger that they ought not to be 
absorbed without suitable terms. 

Some communication should be made before they are informed by outsiders or learn 

arrangement as fact, as when they came to me on several occasions I told them that 
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bin om was not at present going to be handed over to the Niger Company’s admini- 
on. . | | 
ie si on 


March 9, 1888. 


Anderson, 
I have written privately to Goldie to point out the importance of stopping this 
Opposition. 
Sir J. Fergusson is very naturally anxious that we should do nothing which would 
€xpose him to a charge of breach of faith. 3 
as NV, 





March 9, 1888. 


Lester 


No. 49. 
Mr. Baird, M.P., to Foreign Office.—(Received March 10.) 


Dear Sir, House of Commons, March 9, 1888. 
A REPRESENTATION has been made to me on behalf of the British and African 
m Navigation Company and the African Steam-ship Company as to a report which 
appeared lately to the effect that Her Majesty’s Government proposed to relinquish its 
Consular control over the district in and about the Bights of Benin and Biafra, and that 
a district in question was to be formally annexed to the Crown and governed as a Crown 
ony. 
These Companies, who have a large and long-established interest in this question, 
Consider that they should have an opportunity of representing their views to Her Majesty’s 
overnment before any steps are taken which are likely to affect them. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. G. A. BAIRD. 


Ss sssesessseseeeeneesneneeenseeenssests 


No. 50. 
Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 


= Foreign Office, March 10, 1888. 
I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 2nd instant, forwarding copy of a despatch from the Governor of the Gold 
t Colony, inclosing a request from King Ja Ja for permission to send his son Sunday 
England to finish his education; and I am to request that you will inform Lord 


Nutsford that Lord Salisbury has no objection to offer to this yale 
am, wc. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 


Te eS Se ey ee aoe Oe ER ey Os ees 


No. 51. 


Foreign Office to Aborigines’ Protection Society. 


Foreign Office, March 10, 1888. 
. WITH reference to your letter of the 15th ultimo, relative to the alleged prohibi- 
tion of Mr. Rhodes’ trade by Mr. Vice-Consul Johnston, I am directed by the Marquis of 
bury to acquaint you that inquiries have been made of Mr. Hewett, Her Majesty’s 
Consul for the Bights of Benin and Biafra, who is at present in this country, who states 
t he is not aware of Mr. Rhodes having a house of business at Opobo, and cannot 
Consequently explain in what manner his trade can have been stopped. 

It would consequently be advisable that a precise and detailed Report of the circum- 
Stances should be furnished direct to the Foreign Office by Mr. Rhodes, who has been in 
“spondence with this Department on various matters, and is well able to state his 
Case, € is understood to be a well-educated native of a British Colony, and, as such, 
hardly entitled to call upon the Society for the Protection of Aborigines to undertake the 


ement of a claim on his behalf. 
(502) L 


Sir 
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' [ am to add that he has recently successfully recovered, by his own exertions, a 
small claim on account of services rendered on the Gold Coast. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 





No. 52. 
Foreiqn Office to Law Officers of the Crown. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, March 13, 1888. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you, by direction of the Marquis of Salisbury, the 
papers noted in the accompanying list,* with reference to the deposition and removal of 
King Ja Ja from Opobo, within Her Majesty’s West African Protectorate, to Accra, in the 
Gold Coast Colony, where he now remains in custody awaiting the further decision of Her 
Majesty’s Government respecting his ultimate destination. 

In 1884 King Ja Ja, in common with other West African Chiefs, accepted British 
protection for himself and his dominions, which are situate around the mouth of 
the Opobo River, and entered into Treaty obligations with Her Majesty which he has since 
violated; and, in consequence of his utter disregard of the repeated and severe 
admonitions and fines which were administered to him by Her Majesty’s Government, it 
became at last necessary, in the interests of the development of the trade and good 
government of the Opobo River, to remove him altogether from that district. 

Accordingly, Her Majesty’s ship “ Goshawk ” was, in September of last year, ordered 
to Opobo for the purpose of removing him, and he was conveyed on board that vessel to 
Bonny, where, under the charge of Vice-Consul Johnston, he was transferred to the 
steam-ship “Calabar,” and taken to Accra, at which latter place he was given into the 
custody of the Governor of the Gold Coast Colony. 

The Admiral commanding-in-chief upon the West African Station (Rear-Admiral Sir 
Walter Hunt-Grubbe, K.C.B.) was directed to hold an inquiry into the various charges 
alleged against Ja Ja, and arrived at Accra for that purpose on the 27th November last. A 
formal inquiry, at which Ja Ja was not only heard personally, but had the assistance of a 
local solicitor, was held on the 29th and following days, and on the 1st December 
Sir Walter Hunt-Grubbe announced his decision to Ja Ja by letter (Inclosure No. 1 in 
Acting Consul Johnston’s despatch of the 2nd December, 1887). | 

It will be seen that it has been decided not only that Ja Ja cannot be permitted to — 
return to Opobo, but that he shall be exiled for a period of not less than five years to some | 
remote possession of Her Majesty. | 

The following places were originally submitted to Ja Ja’s choice by Sir Walter | 
Hunt-Grubbe, viz., Ascension, St. Helena, Cape Colony, or one of the West India 
Islands. | 

The Colonial Office, however, entertain objections to the Cape and to Ascension (see 
Colonial Office, 16th February, 1888), while it also appears that St. Helena is, on Ja Ja’s © 
own account, unsuitable for the purpose (see Acting Consul Johnston’s despatch of the Znd — 
December, 1887). | | 

At the same time, Ja Ja’s continued detention at Accra, although legalized by the 
inclosed Ordinance of the Gold Coast Colony of the 6th October, 1887, is very undesirable ; 
and it is considered advisable to deport him to some suitable island in the West Indian — 
Archipelago with as little further delay as possible. 

t is conceived that Ja Ja’s custody on board sbip on the voyage necessary to transfer 
him to his next place of detention would be legally warranted as an act of State, and that 
as he is a foreigner, and not a British subject, any right of action which he might, in he 
latter case, have possessed would, as was held in the leading case on this subject of 
Buron v. Denman (2 Exchequer Reports, 167) be merged in the international rights. of 
the question. 

Before any further action is taken in the matter, however, Lord Salisbury would 
desire to be favoured with your opinion as to whether Her Majesty’s Government will be 
legally justified in at once proceeding, in accordance with the decision of the Court of — 
Inquiry, to deport Ja Ja to one of the West India Islands, or whether, having regard to any 
legal questions which might possibly arise, it is advisable that any other, and, if so, what, steps 
should previously be taken. 

T am therefore to request that you will take the papers transmitted herewith into your 

* See Part II], Nos. 1, 11, 17, 25, and Inclosure in No. 238 &. 
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39 
‘Consideration, and that you will favour his Lordship with your opinion on the questions 
mtg in this letter, and with any general observations which you may have to offer on 
© Case. , 


lam, &c. 
(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 
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No. 53, 
African Association to the Marquis of Salishury.—(Received March 14.) 
My Lord, 19, Castle Street, Liverpool, March 13, 1888. 


THE Opobo Committee of the African Association desire humbly to submit to your 
Lordship the importance, in the interests of British trade at Opobo, of an early carrying 
out of the sentence pronounced against Ja Ja by Her Majesty’s recent Court of Inquiry. 

It is respectfully represented to your Lordship that interested persons make use of 
the continued residence of Ja Ja at Accra to put forward statements that his deportation 
Will not be carried out, and that this Chief will shortly return to Opobo. Moreover, such 
18 the terror still felt of Ja Ja that these representations seriously affect the ability of 
your memorialists to open up trade with the interior. 

They therefore humbly request of your Lordship that official proclamation may be 
made at Opobo of Her Majesty’s confirmation of the sentence of the Court, and that 
Ja Ja may be removed from Accra at the earliest possible opportunity. 

7 (On behalf of the Opobo Committee), 
Your, &e. 
(Signed) T. STANLEY ROGERSON, Chairman. 


repel te Sa es 


No. 54, 
Foreign Office to Mr. Baird, M.P. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 14, 1888. » 

I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
the 9th instant, and to assure you that the views of the Companies interested in the 
Oil Rivers district shall receive full consideration from his Lordship. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 
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No, 55. 
Aborigines’ Protection Society to the Marquis of Salisbury.—( Received March 15.) 
My Lord, Broadway Chambers, Westminster, March 14, 1888. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Sir T. V. Lister’s letter of the 
10th March, a copy of which I have sent to Mr. S. B. Rhodes. 

Consul Hewett, I observe, states “that he is not aware of Mr. Rhodes having 
® house of business at Opobo, and cannot consequently explain in what manner his trade 
‘an have been stopped.” The Consul ought certainly to be in a position to know 
Whether Mr, Rhodes’ story is true or false. But the Committee, who met yesterday, wish 
Me to call your Lordship’s attention to a point in Mr, Rhodes’ favour. On the 30th 

vember I stated, on the authority of correspondence from Opobo, that Vice-Consul 
obnston had taken an inventory of all Mr. Rhodes’ goods. Up to the present moment 
statement has not been contradicted, and there were other details in my letter which 
We ventured to communicate to your Lordship because we thought that Mr, Rhodes’ 
allairs were not merely private and personal, but were in some way or other mixed up 
With those of Ja Ja. 
; ving from time to time received from Messrs. A. Miller, Brother, and Co. detailed 
Information as to what has taken place at Opobo, we thought it natural that Mr. Rhodes 
Should come to us for advice. We have told him that it is now for him to show to your 
Lordship that the statements we have made on his oo ee and at his request, are true. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) F, W. CHESSON, Secretary. 


Sa i a 
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No. 56. 
Foreign Office to Mr. F. Bond. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 15, 1888. 

1 AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 27tb ultimo, and to convey to you the assurance that Her Majesty’s Government 
fully recognize the importance of the interests of the Shipping Companies represented by 
Mr. Dempster and yourself, and would be prepared to take any steps mn their power to 
protect those interests against unjust or differential treatment. . 

» His Lordship would be glad if you would state specifically what are the dangers 
against which you would wish that precautions should be taken in a scheme for the 
administration of the Oil Rivers districts. 

With reference to your remarks that you would prefer that the district should be 
incorporated in the Colony at Lagos rather than be administered by a trading Corporation, 
under a Charter or otherwise, I am to point out that in the neighbouring Niger district, 
which is administered by the Royal Niger Company, there are the fullest guarantees 
against high duties or differential treatment. The Company is bound by stricter rules 
than exist in any British Colony, the violation of which might involve forfeiture of the 
Charter. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 


nee ee ee ee ene ee __—_—s‘SOCOCS™*Ss™‘“SNSS 


No. 57. 
Foreign Office to African Association. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 19, 1888. 

I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of the 
African Association’s letter of the 13th instant, relating to the continued presence of King 
Ja Ja at Accra. 

Tam, &c. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER, 





No. 58. 
Colonial Office to Foreign Office—(Received March 20.) 


Sir, Downing Street, March 19, 1888. 
I AM directed by Lord Knutsford to transmit io you, to be laid before the Marquis” 
of Salisbury, a copy of a despatch from the Governor of the Gold Coast Colony, with its 
inclosures, respecting the medical supervision of Ja Ja. 
Lord Knutsford presumes that some allowance will be made to Dr. Waldron for his 
attendance on Ja Ja. 

I am to take this opportunity of inquiring, with reference to the letter from this 
Department of the 16th ultimo, whether any decision has yet been arrived at as to Ja Ja’s” 
future place of detention. 

Lord Knutsford is disposed, on further consideration, to think that there may be 
objection to the selection of St. Helena for Ja Ja’s residence, as making him appear to_ 
be a political personage of higher consideration than should be accorded to him; and 
before further considering the suitability of any other Colony, such as one of the West 
India Islands, it would seem necessary to make provision for the expenditure to be 
incurred in transporting and maintaining him. 





Lam, &c, 
(Signed) ROBERT G. W. HERBERT. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 58. 


Governor Sir W. B. Griffith to Sir H. Holland. 


Government House, Christiansborg Castle, Gold Coast, 

Sir, Accra, February 8, 1888. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for the information of Her Majesty’s Gevernment, 
Copy of correspondence between Ja Ja and myself. | 

2. I have requested the Chief Medical Officer and Assistant Colonial Surgeon 
to render Ja Ja every medical attention that may be necessary. I assume that the 
latter will receive some acknowledgment of any services that he may render to Ja Ja, 
either pecuniary or otherwise, as may be thought most fitting. Another local 
Practitioner was charging him a guinea a visit, and he represented to me that he could not 
afford to pay this sum. Any visits that Dr. Waldron may pay to Ja Ja involve a drive of 
Some 6 miles in the sun. He has not mentioned the subject to me, but I deem it due 
to him to bring it to your notice. 

3. Ja Ja informs me that the copy cf Mr. Johnston’s letter to him of the 18th 
September, 1887, which he incloses in the first of his letters, was not shown to the 

ar-Admiral by him. 
4, Tam forwarding a copy of this despatch to the Acting Consul by the first steamer 


leaving for the south. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. BRANDFORD GRIFFITH. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 58. 


King Ja Ja to Governor Sir W. B. Griffith. 


Sir, Christiansborg, February 5, 1888. 
‘ I BEG to say that I am thinking now of telegraphing to Lord Salisbury to allow me 
he Teturn to Opobo, as I am not feeling very well, in which I think I may die if I stay 
ere any longer. I have inclosed you two copies of Johnston letters to me [sic], and 
Sne of Consul Hewett letter to me [sic]. - 
Hoping you are well, I remain, &c. 
(Signed) Eb ik: 


rl 


Inclosure 3 in No. 58. 
Acting Consul Johnston to King Ja Ja. 


Sir, Opobo River, September 17, 1887. 
I HAVE to inform you that I have received from Her Majesty's Government full 
telegraphic instructions respecting the matters now in dispute between yourself and the 
Msular authority in this district. iat ; 
be It is necessary that the communication from the British Government shall be laid 
fore you and your Chiefs without delay, in order that you may give me the decisive 
ae for which the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs is now Sey I therefore 
Neg you to attend, with all your important Chiefs, a meeting to be held by me 
i Messrs. Harrison’s Beach, Opobo River, on Monday, the 19th September, at 
o’clock a.m. I am earnestly desirous that the questions now at issue between us shall 
Settled in a friendly, temperate spirit, and without recourse to force. : 
th : therefore have to inform you that this wili be the last opportunity that terms ona 
© British Government [sic], and would impress on you the advisability of not discarding 
chance of arriving at a solution of the difficulty. 
must ask you for an immediate answer. ge 
th Soon as your reply, intimating your readiness, and that of your Chiefs, to atten 
© meeting at the hour and on the date mentioned (Monday, the 19th September, 
M.), I will summons to all the leading British subjects in the river to attend, so that 


al] interests may be represented, I & 
am, 


Cc. 
(Signed) H. H. JOHNSTON. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 58. 
Acting Consul Johnston to King Ja Ja. 


Sir, Opobo River, September 18, 1887. 

IN reply to your note, I beg to say that, whateyer Uranta may or may not have 
said to you is of no importance, and can affect in no way the issue of to-morrow’s 
meeting. - 

Ybor summoned you to attend in a friendly spirit. I hereby assure you that, 
whether you accept or reject my proposals to-morrow, no restraint whatever will be put on 
you. You will be free to go as soon as you have heard the message of the Government. 
If you do not attend the meeting, no further consideration will be shown you, and 
you will be simply treated as an enemy of the British Government. I shall proclaim 
your deposition, and hand your markets over to the Bonny men. 

If you attend to-morrow, I pledge you my word that you will be free to come and 
go; but if you do not attend, I shall conclude you to be guilty of the charges brought 
against you, and shall immediately proceed to carry out ee punishment. 

am, &c. 


(Signed)  H. H. JOHNSTON. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 58. 
Consul Heweti to King Ja Ja. 


Dear Sir, “ Flirt,” at Opobo River, July 1, 1885. 

I WRITE, as you request, with reference to the word “ Protectorate’ as used in the 
proposed Treaty, that the Queen does not want to take your country or your markets; 
but at the same time she undertakes to extend her gracious power and protection, which 
will leave your country still under your Government. She has no wish to disturb your 
rule, although she is anxious to see your country get up as well as the countries of the _ 
other tribes with whom her people have been for so long trading. 

: Faithfully, &e. 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 58. 


Governor Sir W. B. Griffith to King Ja Ja. 
Ja Ja, February 6, 1888. 
evo T RECEIVED your letter yesterday, Sunday. I would advise you not to waste 
your money in telegraphing to Lord Salisbury for no purpose. You will in due time be 
informed if Her Majesty’s Government confirm the decision of the Rear-Admiral in your 
case, or what their decision may be in the matter. I have asked Dr. Waldron to come 
and see you. Don’t think you will die here. It is much healthier than Opobo. 
Initialled) W. B. G. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 58. 


Governor Sir W. B. Griffith to the Colonial Secretary. 

ache. = 
Acting Co etary, F y 6, 1888. 
ASK the Chief Medical Officer to be good enough to take steps that Ja Ja may 
receive such medical attendance as he may require without cost. The old man is 
probably suffering from nostalgia a little, and must be most carefully watched by the 
Medical Officers. I have spoken to Dr. Waldron personally in regard to him. 
(Tnitialled) W. B. G. 
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Inclosure 8 in No. 58. 
The Chief Medical Officer to the Colonial Secretary. 


The Acting Colonial Secretary, February 7, 1888. 
_ KING JA JA will receive every attention we can give him. I myself will see him 
this afternoon, and after that shall give Dr. Waldron instructions respecting the atten- 


_ dance required. 
(Tnitialled) J. D. McC. 


Inclosure 9 in No. 58. 
King Ja Ja to Governor Sir W. B. Griffith. 


Sir, Christiansborg, February 8, 1888. 

I WRITE to request that I have received your letter of yesterday in which I thank 
you very much, but I should like you to carefully read the three copies of Mr. Johnston’s 
and Mr. Hewett’s letter, also I beg to say that Mr. Dr. Waldron has not been here ever 
Since the 6th of this month, he came here and asked me what was the matter with me and 
I told him, on which he said that he would go and bring me some medicine, in which he 
has not done. The copy of Johnston’s letter dated the 18th September, 1887, has 
not been shown to the Admiral. Hoping you are well, I remain, &c. 

(Signed) JA JA. 





Inclosure 10 in No. 58. 
Governor Sir W. B. Griffith to Dr. Waldron. 


(Telegraphic.) February 8, 1888, 7°45 A.M. 
HOW is Mr. Manford this morning ? Have you seen King Ja Ja lately ? 


Inclosure 11 in No. 58. 


Dr. Waldron to Governor Sir W. B. Griffith. 
(Telegraphic.) February 8, 1888. 
MR. MANFORD was very ill last night; this morning slightly better perhaps. 
7 patient at Christiansborg the day before yesterday. Nostalgia. Will see him this 
rning. 





No. 59. 
Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received March 22.) 


Sir, Downing Street, March 22, 1888. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 10th instant, I am directed by Lord Knutsford 
to transmit to you the draft of a despatch which, with the concurrence of the Marquis 
of Salisbury, he proposes to address to the Governor of the Gold Coast Colony on the 
Subject of Ja Ja’s request to be allowed to send his son to England to complete his 

ucation. 

Lord Knutsford presumes that Lord Salisbury will take steps to secure that Ja Ja 
shall continue to defray the expenses of his son’s maintenance and education while in 
~IS country, so that he may not at any time hereafter be left upon the hands of Her 
Majesty’s Government. 


I am, &e. 
(Signed) R. H. MEADE. ° 
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No. 58*. 


, Minutes. 
Sir T. V. Lister, 
IS not Acting Consul Johnston’s letter to Ja Ja rather awkward ? 





Ue 
Anderson, 
Have we had this letter of Johnston’s before ? 
Does it refer to the meeting at which Ja Ja was made prisoner ? a) 


Johnston did not send the letter, but he sent the substance (see marked passage in 
annexed despatch). 

His meaning was, as be interprets, that Ja Ja should be free to leave the Court ; 
and it is clear that Ja Ja did leave it, as he sent to say that he had decided to submit 
and go to Accra. ie. oe 


March 22, 1888, 





I can’t say that I think the explanation of Mr. Johnston satisfactory. Ja Ja asks to 
be set free on the strength of the letter in question. 

I presume Lord Salisbury’s attention will be drawn to the despatch, as it is just the 
Sort of complaint which might be taken up in Parliament. IP 


March 24, 1888. 


Johnston has not been asked for any ex planation, and has made none, but I cannot 
See any breach of faith. 
b Johnston invited Ja Ja to a meeting, and gave his word that if he came he should 
€ free to leave it whatever might be the result. 
At the meeting Johnston readto Ja Ja his ultimatum—that he should voluntarily 
“urrender himself and leave Opobo, or take the consequences of his refusal, which would 
€ war. 
_ Ja Ja was given an hour to consider his answer, and left the meeting free to do as 
he Pleased ; he voluntarily surrendered, and left Opobo. 
. _ Johnston’s letter seems to me a very polite form of taking bail for Ja Ja’s appearance 
'n Court, where he was given his choice of a fine or imprisonment, war or exile ; he chose 
the latter, and has no right to complain. a ae 


March 24, 1888. 


y I am afraid we shall have trouble with this. It is one of the mischances to which 
“ are exposed wherever we have a Consul without a telegraph. There is nothing to be 
again now but to fight through. But Mr. Johnston ought not to be left in charge - 


8. 
March 24, 1888, 


[502 | M* 


44 
Inclosure in No. 59. 
Draft of Despatch to Governor Sir W. B. Griffith. 


Sir, Downing Street, March  , 1888. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 
29th January, and, in reply, I have to acquaint you that, having consulted the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, his Lordship has informed me that he has no objection to 
offer to the request of King Ja Ja to be allowed to send his son Sunday to England to 
finish his education. 

It is, of course, to be understood that all expenses, of whatever nature, connected 
wish the education of Sunday Ja Ja will be borne by his father, and that Her Majesty's 
Government assume no responsibility of any kind with respect to the young man. 


I have, &c. 
Pere AE a ae I sae ae Ee ee 
No. 60. 
Acting Consul Johnston to the Marquis of Salisbury.—Received March 24.) 
(No. 6.) 
My Lord, Old Calabar, February 9, 1888. 


I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that, on the 5th January last, I started 
on an expedition up the Cross River, for the purpose of making Treaties with the various 
Kings and Chiefs along its banks, by which their territories might be brought under 
British protection. I also wished to settle by my mediation several quarrels which had 
occurred between the Calabar people and the natives of the Cross River, and between the 
various tribes which inhabit the countries of Umon, Akukuna Afikpo, Iko-Morut, and 
Arun. These quarrels, and the state of intermittent warfare to which they gave rise, had 
long exercised a prejudicial effect on the trade of the river. I am glad to say I succeeded 
in both my objects. I have made Treaties with Umon (the first country above the Efik, 
or Old Calabar territory), Akukuna, and Iko-Morut, besides making friends with and 
distributing British flags to the people right up to the borders of Atam. I have also 
settled a long and tiresome palaver between Umon and Calabar, and I have induced the 
Umon people to renew friendly relations with Akukuna, and Akukuna to make peace with 
Tko-Morut and resume trading with Arun. I might have made Treaties farther up the 
river, but I hesitated as to the advisability of further extending our responsibilities in the 
interior until Her Majesty's Government have decided on the means of governing the 
Protectorate of the Oil Rivers. Wherever I went up the Cross River the Chiefs were ready 
and even anxious to make Treaties placing themselves under Her Majesty’s protection, but 
it was doubtful whether they always understood the obligations they themselves incurred 
by signing such Treaties. And in the case of their infringing any of the clauses of these — 
Agreements, I was not sure that it would be convenient, under existing circumstances, for 
the Government to coerce them into keeping their engagements. Above Iko-Morut, and 
near Atam, the people are in many places wild and excitable. They are inveterate 
cannibals, and are continually fighting among themselves. They accorded me a — 
boisterous reception at first. In some cases they began by firing at my canoe (I~ 
had to travel up the Cross River in a large canoe, as I could neither hire nor 
borrow a steam-launch from the merchants or missionaries at Old Calabar). Then — 
they would wade out through the shallows, armed with all kinds of weapons, and — 
compel me to stop. They would nearly sink the canoe in their excitement; but, 
to do them justice, they never plundered us of the veriest trifle. In one instance | was 
dragged out of the canoe by a score of cannibals, mounted on the shoulders of the 
biggest, and carried off at a run to the town, where I was put ina hut with the door open, 
and had to submit to be stared at for an hour by hundreds of entranced savages. Almost — 
over my head, hanging from the smoke-blackened rafters of the house, was a smoked 
human ham, and about a hundred skulls were ranged round the upper part of the clay walls 
in a ghastly frieze. Despite these sinister surroundings, however, as soon as my 
- interpreters rejoined me I entered into friendly conversation with my captors, and we soon 
got on excellent terms. After an hour’s conversation I had completely won them round 
to a quiet and friendly demeanour, and, finally, the same big savage that had carried me 
out of the canoe carried me back, to the surprise and relief of my frightened Krooboys. 
The town gave me a hundred yams and two sheep, and the old Chief presented me with a 
necklace of human knuckle-bones from off his own neck. After leaving the place where 
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this incident occurred (it was called Ededama), the banks of the river were thickly 
populated, and the people became increasingly turbulent. Although all our enforced 
interviews (for we were captured and released every few hundred octet ended in boisterous 
friendship, yet, to begin with, they were almost undecided as to whether they should not 
and eat us, or, at any rate, eat my Krooboys. 
Under these circumstances, I thought it better not to pursue my explorations any 
er, but to make a judicious retreat while the natives still doubted how to deal with 
us. When I turned my canoe round, however, and paddled back past the noisy villages, 
my retreat seemed to invite some of their inhabitants to give chace, and we underwent 
Some moments of terrible excitement when the canoe would run aground, and hundreds— 
our excited fancy it seemed thousands—of yelling savages would attempt to wade across 
the shallow water and seize us. Even little children armed themselves with matchets and 
Rives, and standing ankle-deep in water shrieked out how they would like to eat us. 
ortunately, although there were many guns among the men, they never attempted to fire 
at us, and it is therefore quite possible they only meant to scare us, either out of fun, or 
with an idea of driving us from the canoe and leaving our baggage to be plundered. 
Owever, we managed to keep out of their clutches, and there was no actual breach of the 
Peace on either side, so I am glad to think I have left no blood-feuds behind me. It was 
@ great relief when we got back to the friendly and hospitable country of Arun, and 
on to Old Calabar, we received nothing but kindness, and were generously supplied 
ood. | 
I have made a careful survey of the Cross River as far as I ascended it, and I am 
Preparing a Report of my journey for transmission to your Lordship. I have also made 
Collections in natural history, which will be forwarded to Kew and the British Museum. 
have the honour to inclose three Treaties with the Kings and Chiefs of Umon, Akukuna,* 
‘8nd Iko-Morut respectively, and a Sketch-map explanatory of the results of my 
€xpedition. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. H. JOHNSTON, 





Inclosure 1 in No. 60. 


Treaty with King and Chiefs of Umon, Cross River. Signed at Umon Island, 
January 8, 1888. 


HER Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,, 
Empress of India, &c., and the King and Chiefs of Umon, being desirous of maintaining 
and strengthening the relations of peace and friendship which have for so long existed 

een them ; . 

Her Britannic Majesty has named and appointed H. H. Johnston, Esq., her Acting 
Consul for the Bights of Benin and Biafra, to conclude a Treaty for this purpose. 

The said H. H. Johnston, Esq., and the said King and Chiefs of Umon have agreed 
“pon and concluded the following Articles :— : 


ARTICLE I. 


Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, &c., in compliance with the 
request of the King, Chiefs, and people of Umon, hereby undertakes to extend to them, 
and to the territory under their authority and jurisdiction, her gracious favour and 

tion. 
ARTICLE II. 


The King and Chiefs of Umon agree and promise to refrain from entering into any 
kn spondence, Agreement, or Treaty with any foreign nation or Power, except with the ~ 
Owledge and sanction of Her Britannic Majesty’s Government. 


ARTICLE ITI. 


neh It is agreed that full and exclusive jurisdiction, civil and criminal, over British 
jects and their property in the territory of Umon is reserved to Her Britannic 
for thay’ to be exercised by such Consular or other officers as Her Majesty shall appoint 
purpose. , : . . 
€ same jurisdiction is likewise reserved to Her Majesty in the said territory of 
* Thave spelt the name of this country in the Treaty, “ Akuoa-Kuna.” I believe that is the correct name, 
ae” 


but it js often called “ Akukun 
(502) | - 
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Umon over foreign subjects enjoying British protection, who shall be deemed to be 
included in the expression ~‘ British subject” throughout this Treaty. 


ARTICLE IV. 


All disputes between the King and Chiefs of Umon, or between them and Britisl= or 
foreign traders, or between the aforesaid King and Chiefs and neighbouring tribes, which 
cannot be settled amicably between the two parties, shall be submitted to the British 
Consular or other officers appointed by Her Britannic Majesty to exercise jurisdiction in 
the Oil Rivers territories for arbitration and decision, or for arrangement. 


ARTICLE V 


The King and Chiefs of Umon hereby engage to assist the British Consular or other 
officers in the execution of such duties as may be assigned to them ; and, further, to act 
upon their advice in matters relating to the administration of justice, the development of 
the resources of the country, the interests of commerce, or in any other matter in relation 
to peace, order, and good government, and the general progress of civilization. 


ARTICLE VI. 


The subjects and citizens of all countries may freely carry on trade in every part of © 
the territories of the King and Chiefs parties hereto, and may have houses and factories — 


therein. 
ARTICLE VII. 


All ministers of the Christian religion shall be permitted to reside and exercise their 
calling within the territories of the aforesaid King and Chiefs, who hereby guarantee to | 
them full protection. 

All forms of religious worship and religious ordinances may be exercised within — 
the territories of the aforesaid King and Chiefs, and no hindrance shall be offered 


thereto. 
ARTICLE VIII. 


If any vessels should be wrecked within the Umon territories, the King and Chiefs 
will give them all the assistance in their power, will secure them from plunder, and also 
recover and deliver to the owners or agents all the property which can be saved. 

If there are no such owners or agents on the spot, then the said property shall be 
delivered to the British Consular or other officer. 

* The King and Chiefs further engage to do all in their power to protect the persons 
and property of the officers, crew, and others on board such wrecked vessels. 

All claims for salvage dues in such cases shall, if disputed, be referred to the British 
Consular or other officer for arbitration and decision. 


| ARTICLE 1X. 
This Treaty shall come into operation, so far as may be practicable, from the date of — 
its signature. 
ARTICLE X. 


The territory of Umon is recognized by Her Britannic Majesty as extending from 
2 miles north of Itu (the mouth of the Eniofi Creek), on the Cross River, to Ukperu, on 
the Cross River, and including the towns and territories of Umon, Eniof, I Korana (Ikot- 
ana), and Efut, and both banks of the Cross River, within the limits cited. 
Signed in duplicate in the King’s house, at the town of Umon, this 8th day of — 
January, 1888. 
: (Signed) MBA, King of Umon, his * mark. 
OTISU, Juju King, ditto. 
ONOYUM. ditto. — 
ANA, ditto. 
ISAMO, ditto. 
OBU MBA, ditto. 
EDIBA, ditto. 
H. H. JOHNSTON, Acting, Consul. 
Witnesses to signatures : 
(Signed) S. R. Mutzs. 
Coco Pru Bassey. 
PETER JosEPH EyamsBa. 
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Treaty with Kings and Chiefs of Akuna-Kuna, Cross River. Signed at the Egbo houses of 
Okurike, Ekproisim, and Emuru-muru, January 15, 1888. 


HER Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
Empress of India, &c., and the Kings and Chiefs of Akuna-Kuna, being desirous of 
maintaining and strengthening the relations of peace and friendship which have for so long 
existed between them ; 

Her Britannic Majesty has named and appointed H. H. Johnston, Esq., her Acting 
Consul for the Bights of Benin and Biafra, to conclude a Treaty for this purpose. 

The said H. H. Johnston, Esq., and the said Kings and Chiefs of Akuna-Kuna have 
agreed upon and concluded the following Articles :— 


ARTICLE I. 


Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, &c., in compliance with the 
request of the Kings, Chiefs, and people of Akuna-Kuna, hereby undertakes to extend to 
them, and to the territory under their authority and jurisdiction, her gracious favour and 


protection. 
ARTICLE II. 


.. The Kings and Chiefs of Akuna-Kuna agree and promise to refrain from entering 
to any correspondence, Agreement, or Treaty with any foreign nation or Power, except 
with the knowledge and sanction of Her Britannic Majesty’s Government. 


ARTICLE III. 


It is agreed that full and exclusive jurisdiction, civil and criminal, over British subjects 
and their property in the territory of Akuna-kuna is reserved to Her Britannic Majesty, 
to be exercised by such Consular or other officers as Her Majesty shall appoint for that 
Purpose. 

The same jurisdiction is likewise reserved to Her Majesty in the said territory of 
Akuna-Kuna over foreign subjects enjoying British protection, who shall be deemed to be 
‘cluded in the expression “ British subject ” throughout this Treaty. 


ARTICLE IV. 


_,All disputes between the Kings and Chiefs of Akuna-Kuna, or between them and 
British or foreign traders, or between the aforesaid Kings and Chiefs and neighbouring 
ttibes, which cannot be settled amicably between the two parties, shall be submitted to 
the British Consular or other officers appointed by Her Britannic Majesty to exercise 
Jurisdiction in the Oil Rivers territories for arbitration and decision, or for arrangement. 


ARTICLE V. 


The Kings and Chiefs of Akuna-Kuna hereby engage to assist the British Consular 
Other officers in the execution of such duties as may be assigned to them; and, 
her, to act upon their advice in matters relating to the administration of justice, the 
velopment of the resources of the country, the interests of commerce, or in any other 
Matter in relation to peace, order, and good government, and the general progress of 


Civilization. 
ARTICLE VI. 
The subjects and citizens of all countries may freely carry on trade in every part of 
ps te ritories. of the Kings and Chiefs parties hereto, and may have houses and factories 
Herein. 
ARTICLE VII. 


_ All ministers of the Christian religion shall be permitted to reside and exercise their 
Calling within the territories of the aforesaid Kings and Chiefs, who, hereby guarantee 


to them. full protection. a es: fers 
_ All forms of religious worship and religious. ordinances may be exercised within the 
territories of the aforesaid Kings and Chiefs, and no hindrance shall be offered thereto. 


ARTICLE VIII. 


Ch: It any vessels should be wrecked within the Akuna-Kuna tetritories, the Kings and 
hiets wilt give them all: the assistance in their power, will secure them from plunder, 
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ia also recover and deliver to the owners or agents all the property which can be 
saved. ; 
If there are no such owners or agents on the spot, then the said property shall be - 
delivered to the British Consular or other officer. 

The Kings and Chiefs further engage to do all in their power to protect the persons 
and property of the officers, crew, and others on board such wrecked vessels. 

All claims for salvage dues in such cases shall, if disputed, be referred to the British 
Consular or other officer fer arbitration and decision. i 


ARTICLE IX. 


This Treaty shall come into operation, so far as may be practicable, from the date of 
its signature. 


ARTICLE X. 


The Akuna-Kuna country is recognized by the British Government as extending — 
from Jue Ogbo to Emuru-muru, on the Cross River, and as including the towns and — 
territories of Okurike, Ekproisim, Itu, Iberaban, and Emuru-muru. ‘ 


Signed at Okurike, in triplicate, this 15th day of January, 1888. 
(Signed) IKON OKPO, King of Okurike, his x mark. 

EYAM, ditto. ; 

EGETI, ditto. | 

EYNYN, ditto. | | 

EKU, ditto. 

EFIME, King of Emuru-muru, ditto. 

EKO, ditto. 

EBOK, King of Ekproisim, ditio. 

AKPWAN, ditto. 

ONO, ditto. 

INYAN ABON, ditto. 

H. H. JOHNSTON, Acting Consul. 








Witnesses to signatures : 
(Signed) S. R. Mitts. 
P. J. EYaMBa. 

















Inclosure 3 in No. 60. é 


Treaty with King and Chiefs of Iko-Morut, Cross River (Left Bank). Signed at Ebum, | 
Iko-Morut, January 18, 1888. 


HER Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, — 
Empress of India, &c., and the King and Chiefs of Iko-Morut, being desirous of 
maintaining and sttengthening the relations of peace and friendship which have for so long 
existed between them ; - 

Her Britannic Majesty has named and appointed H. H. Johnston, Esq., her Acting 
Consul for the Bights of Benin and Biafra, to conclude a Treaty for this purpose. q 

The said H. H. Jobnston, Esq., and the said King and Chiefs of Iko-Morut have 
‘agreed upon and concluded the following Articles :— 4 


ARTICLE I. 

Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, &c., in compliance with the 
request of the King, Chiefs, and people of Iko-Morat, hereby undertakes to extend to them, — 
and to the territory under their authority and jurisdiction, her gracious favour and 


protection. 
ARTICLE II, 


The King and Chiefs of Tko-Morut agree and promise to refrain from entering into 
any correspondence, Agreement, or Treaty with any foreign nation or Power, except with 
the knowledge and sanction of Her Britannic Majesty’s Government. 


ARTICLE III, . 

It is agreed that full and exclusive jurisdiction, civil and criminal, over British subjects 

and their property in the territory of Iko-Morut is reserved to Her Britannic Majesty, t¢ 
be exercised by such Consular or other officers as Her Majesty shall appoint for that 
purpose. a 
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The same jurisdiction is likewise reserved to Her Majesty in the said territory of Iko- 
. Crut over foreign subjects enjoying British protection, who shall be deemed to be included 
in the expression “ British subject’ throughout this Treaty. 


ARTICLE IV. 


All disputes between the King and Chiefs of Iko-Morut, or between them and British 
ae traders, or between the aforesaid King and Chiefs and neighbouring tribes, 
M ich cannot be settled amicably between the two parties, shall be submitted to the 
writish Consular or other officers appointed by Her Britannic Majesty to exercise 
Jutisdiction in the Oil Rivers territories for arbitration and decision, or for arrangement. 


ARTICLE V. 


The King and Chiefs of Iko-Morut hereby engage to assist the British Consular or 
other officers in the execution of such duties as may be assigned to them; and, further, to 
act upon their advice in matters relating to the administration of justice, the develo 
ment of the resources of the country, the interests of commerce, or in any other matter in 
relation to peace, order, and good government, and the general progress of civilization. 


ARTICLE VI. 


a The subjects and citizens of all countries may freely carry on trade in every part of 
th territories of the Kings and Chiefs parties hereto, and may have houses and factories 


ARTICLE VII. 


_ All ministers of the Christian religion shall be permitted to reside and exercise their 
hg within the territories of the aforesaid King and Chiefs, who hereby guarantee to 
€m full protection. 


ene All forms of religious worship and religious ordinances may be exercised within the 
tories of the aforesaid King and Chiefs, and no hindrance shall be offered thereto. | 


ARTICLE VIII. 


Chi If any vessels should be wrecked within the Iko-Morut territories, the King and 
lefs will give them all the assistance in their power, will secure them from plunder, and 
recover and deliver to the owners or agents all the property which can be saved. 
a. If there are no such owners or agents on the spot, then the said property shall be 
livered to the British Consular or other officer. 
The Kings and Chiefs further engage to do all in their power to protect the persons 
nd property of the officers, crew, and others on board such wrecked vessels. 
C All claims for salvage dues in such cases shall, if disputed, be referred to the British 
Onsular or other officer for arbitration and decision. 


ARTICLE IX. 
., , This Treaty shall come into operation, so far as may be practicable, from the date of 
its signature. : 
ARTICLE X. 


] Her Britannic Majesty recognizes the territory of Iko-Morut as extending along the 
eft bank of the Cross River from Anofi to the district of Abaydbo, and as including the 
8 and territories of Abariba, Ebum, Afafaina, [kuni-Kuni, and Edeba. | 
Signed at Ebum, in the market-place, this 18th day of January, 1888. 
(Signed) UFEN UBEN, King of Iko-Morut, his X mark. 
EGBOE, ditto. 
ETA, ditto. 
OZOKN, ditto. 
OKAREPPWE, ditio. 
INA, ditto. 
UKPWE, Chief of Edeba, ditto. 
H. H. JOHNSTON, Acting Consul. 
Witnesses to signatures : 
(Signed) S. R. Mruts. 
Peter JOSEPH EYAMBA. 





[502] 9) 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 60. 
Sketch Map of the Cross River. 
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No. 41. 


Acting Consul Johnston to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received March 24.) 


No. 10. Africa.) 7 
y Lord, Old Calabar, February 15, 1888. 

I HAVE forwarded to the Chief Clerk to-day bills to the value of 287. 9s. 11d. 
This sum represents the amount of the “comey” collected in Opobo for the year 1887, 
since Ja Ja’s departure in September last. I now place this “comey ” jn your 
Lordship’s hands pursuant to the arrangement eeceey in my despatch No. 19 of the 
4th October, 1887, by which the expenses of Ja Ja’s maintenance in exile were to be met 
out of the Opobo “ comey.” 

I am glad to report that I have received the most encouraging tidings of the state 
of affairs in Opobo. Five British firms are now building and trading at the [bo markets 
of the interior, and at Ohombela, especially, the people received them with the most 
fervid welcome. An immense quantity of oil is now being bought direct from the 

roducers. In the report I have received from the Vice-President of the Opobo Council 
he informs me that nearly 300 casks of oil were bought at Ohombela in one week. 
Naturally the merchants are well pleased at this successful result of my action at Opobo. 
The natives of the Ibo countries, now firmly convinced of the permanence of Ja Ja’s 
exile, have ceased to hold the Opebo men in dread. At the same time, I am glad to 
learn that these latter (the Opobo natives) still continue trading at the markets side by 
side with the white men, and relations between the two are so amicable that the 
European traders often tow up the Opobo canoes with their launches. I am also 
informed from Bonny that trade during the last two months has been exceptionally 
good, which is understood to be the result of the free access of the Bonny men to those 
markets originally closed to them by Ja Ja. . 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) H. H. JOHNSTON. 


nn reer reer ee —————EEeEeEeEeEeEEeEeEeEeEeEeEGyaeess 


No. 62. 
The Law Officers of the Crown to the Marquis of Salisbury—(Recewed March 26.) 
My Lord, Royal Courts of Justice, March 23, 1888. 


WE were honoured with your Lordship’s commands signified in Sir Julian 
Pauncefote’s letter of the 13th instant, stating that he was directed by your Lordship to — 
transmit to us the papers noted in the accompanying list, with reference to the deposition 
and removal of King Ja Ja from Opobo, within Her Majesty’s West African Protectorate, — 


to Accra, in the Gold Coast colony, where he now remains in custody awaiting the 
further decision of Her Majesty’s Government respecting his ultimate destination. 
That in 1884 King Ja Ja, in common with other West African Chiefs, accepted 


British protection for himself and his dominions, which were situate around the mouth of 
the Opobo River, and entered into Treaty obligations with Her Majesty which he had — 


since violated; and that in consequence of his utter disregard of the repeated and severe 
admonitions and fines which were administered to him by Her Majesty’s Government, it 
became at last necessary, in the interests of the development of the trade and 
government of the Opobo River, to remove him altogether from that district. 

That accordingly Her Majesty’s ship “ Goshawk” was, in September of last year, 
ordered to Opobo for the purpose of removing him, and that he was conveyed of 
board that vessel to Bonny, where, under the charge of Vice-Consul Johnston, he was 
transferred to the steam-ship “ Calabar” and taken to Accra, at which latter place he was 
given into the custody of the Governor of the Gold Coast Colony. } 

_ That the Admiral commanding-in-chief upon the West African Station (Rear-Admiral 
Sir Walter Hunt-Grubbe, K.C.B.) was directed to hold an inquiry into the various 
7 ar against Ja Ja, and arrived at Accra for that purposé on the 27th 


That a formal inquiry, at which Ja Ja was not only heard personally, but had h ; 
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Sree epi of a local solicitor, was held on the 29th and following days, and that on the 
St December Sir Walter Hunt- Grubbe announced his decision to Ja Ja by letter 
losure 1 in Acting Consul Johnston’s despatch of the 2nd December, 1887). 
That it would be seen that it had been decided not only that Ja Ja could not be 
Tope to return to Opobo, but that he should be exiled, for a period of not less than 
ve years, to some remote possession of Her Majesty. 
ir That the following places were originally submitted to Ja Ja’s choice by Sir Walter 
oe peat viz., Ascension, St. Helena, Cape Colony, or one of the West India 


That the Colonial Office, however, entertained objections to the Cape and to 
Ascension (see Colonial Office, 16th February, 1888), while it also appeared that 
aa Helena was, on Ja Ja’s own account, unsuitable for the purpose (see Acting Consul 

ohnston’s despatch of the 2nd December, 1887). 

ar at at the same time Ja Ja’s continued detention at Accra, although legalized by 
he inclosed Ordinance of the Gold Coast Colony of the 6th October, 1887, was very 

undesirable, and that it was considered advisable to deport him to some suitable island in 

the West Indian Archipelago with as little further delay as possible. 
hat it was conceived that Ja Ja’s custody on board ship on the voyage necessary 

‘0 transfer him to his next place of detention would be legally warranted as an 

act of State, and that as he was a foreigner, and not a British subject, any right of action 

Ww ch he might, in the latter case, have possessed would, as was held in the leading case 

on this Subject of Buron v. Denman (2 Exchequer Reports, 167), be merged in the inter- 

hational rights of the question. 

“a at before any further action was taken in the matter, however, your Lordship 
“sired to be favoured with our opinion as to whether Her Majesty’s Government would 
© justified in at once proceeding, in accordance with the decision of the Court of Inquiry, 

deport Ja Ja to one of the West India Islands, or whether, having regard to any legal 
qpestions Which might possibly arise, it was advisable that any other, and, if so, what, steps 
ould previously be taken. 
hat Sir Julian Pauncefote was therefore to request that we would take the papers 
With mitted with his letter into our consideration, and that we would favour your Lordship. 
obse our opinion on the questions submitted in that. letter, and with any general 
"vations which we might have to offer on the case. 


In obedience to your Lordship’s commands we have the honour to report— 
isa at, in our opinion, Her Majesty’s Government will be justified in at once proceeding 
al “port Ja Ja to one of the West India Islands. It will, in that case, be necessary that 
shi Ordinance should provide for his detention. His being kept in custody on board 

P on the voyage would be warranted as an act of State. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) RICHARD E. WEBSTER. 
EDWARD CLARKE. 


No. 63. 


Colonial Office to Foreign Office. —(Received March 26.) 


ms Downing Street, March 24, 1888. 
the 1 AM directed by the Secretary of State for the Colonies to transmit to you, for 
Direg rmation of the Marquis of Salisbury, copies of a correspondence with the African 


by th Telegraph Company on the subject of the control and supervision of telegrams 
© West Coast Government. 


Iam, &e. ; 
(Signed) ROBERT G. W. HERBERT. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 63. 
African Direct Telegraph Company to Colonial Office. 









Winchester House, 50, Old Broad Street, London, 

Sir, March 16, 1888. 
I HAVE to acknowledge your letter of the 9th instant, and to thank you for the 
information therein respecting the control and supervision of this Company’s telegrams 
by Government officials in Africa. I beg to say, in reply, that we shall be only too glad 
to facilitate in every way possible the rules the Government may lay down for the produc- 
tion by the Company’s superintendents of any messages sent by or to political prisoners) 
and for the prohibition of the transmission or delivery of such messages. a 
I am, &e. 


(Signed) | JOHN PENDER, Chairman. 





Tnclosure 2 in No. 63. 
Colonial Office to African Direct Telegraph Company. A 


Sir, Downing Street, March 9, 1888. 
I AM directed by Lord Knutsford to acquaint you that Her Majesty’s Government 
have had under their consideration your letter of the 2nd ultimo, in which you call atten 
tion to the action of the late Administrator of the Gold Coast Colony, and of Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Bonny, in claiming to exercise control and supervision over telegrams 
sent by or to Ja Ja, and relating to his affairs. 4 
In reply, I am to acquaint you that no instructions on the subject were sent by the 
Secretary of State to Colonel White. His action, however, appears to have been 
justifiable in the circumstances of the case, but in order to avoid any doubt as to the 
powers of the Governor in such a matter, Sir Brandford Griffith will be instructed to 
procure the enactment of an Ordinance authorizing him to require the production by the 
agents of the Telegraph Companies of any messages sent by or to political prisoners, and 
to prohibit the transmission or delivery of such messages. a 
I am to add that the Acting British Consul at Bonny will be informed that he has 
no authority to interfere with the transmission of telegrams, and will be called upon t0 
report in what case he has done so. | 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) EDWARD WINGFIELD. 





No. 64. 
Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 26, 1888. _ 
I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acquaint you, for the information of 
Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies, that his Lordship concurs in the 
terms of the draft which it is proposed to address to the Governor of the Gold Coast 
Colony relating to the education of Ja Ja’s son, copy of which was inclosed in the Colonial 
Office letter of the 22nd instant. a 


Iam, &e. - 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. — ' 





No. 65. . 
Acting Consul Johnston to the Marquis of Salisbury—(Received March 29, 11°15 A.M.) — 


(Telegraphic. ) Opobo, March 29, 1888, 8 a.M. “a 
JA JA continually interferes in Oil Rivers from Accra, and tries to cause disturbance — 

at Opobo markets. His removal from West Coast of Africa absolutely necessary oe y 

os settlement of Protectorate. He is continually conspiring against Governme?* 
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No. 66. 
The Story of Ja Ja. 


«, OKO JUMBO and Ja Ja were rival Chiefs of Bonny. In 1872 Ja Ja “‘seceshed” « Affairs in 
and went off to Opobo. His doing so was AC re by us; the terms of the Treaty Oil Rivers,” 
Grd Jannary, 1873) between him and Oko Jumbo were ‘leciged by the native Chiefs of PatI 
vw Calabar and Okrika as Arbitrators; none of the white traders from either Bonny \° 4824) 
bo were present at the arbitration. Certain markets were reserved for Bonny’s 1879-83.” 


®Xclusive use; Ja Ja had those of Opobo. Memo- 
Infringements of the Treaty were to be referred to Her Majesty’s Consul.* randum in 
By a Treaty of the same date between Her Majesty’s Government and Ja Ja teed alle 
(annexed+), he was empowered to prevent any trading port being established above a history, p. 40. 
point on the Opobo. ‘oe Ja a 
anuary 21, 


The Qua Eboe country was not mentioned, and it was decided by Lord Granville ey 6 
that he « cannot be permitted to injure British subjects trading in it.” cam: 
On the 31st May, 1882, Lord Granville warned the Liverpool African Association 
of the views then held by Her Majesty’s Government, and said that he could not 
*onceal from himself that a recurrence of such disturbances ” (as those which had 
then been the ground of complaint against Ja Ja) “may best be avoided by the 
Spirit trading houses carrying on their commercial operations in a fair and liberal 
Consul Hewett was then in England, but arrived at Bonny on the 14th June, 1882. 
On the 5th February, 1883, he sent in a Report, with evidence, on the cruelties and fia., p. 56. 
of Guction practised by Ja Ja, and his continued attempts to gain exclusive possession 
Soon after that he was invalided home, and though during the latter part of 1883, 
nd the beginning of 1884, the question was kept alive by various complaints from 
Merchants interested in the trade of the Opobo, Her Majesty’s Government were «Niger 
Unable to take any definite action till the Ist J uly, 1884, when, Consul Hewett having faeeat " 
Spore aks a short Treaty was signed with Ja Ja extending British protection to (Confidertial 
ae ; No. 5312). 
A list of the firms trading in that river in that month is given in the margin,+ 


* It is in a bound manuscript volume—its chief provisions are given above- 


T Treaty between Great Britain and Opobo. Trade. Opobo, January 4, 1873. 


pee the name of Her Britannic Majesty's Government, we hereby acknowledge Ja Ja King of the Opobo, and 
¥ entitled to all consideration as such. “ , 
No oy° British traders in the River Opobo shall pay the same amount of “comey” as British traders in Bonny. 
No tax or impost shall be placed on them. Any disputes which may occur with Ja Ja’s people are to be 
to Her Britannic Majesty's Consul for settlement. 
or April 5, 1873, the King of Opobo shall allow no trading establishment or hulk in or off Opobo Torr, 
any trading vessel to eome higher up the river than the white man’s beach opposite Hippopotamus Creek. If 
Wary ating Ship or steamer proceeds further up the river than the creek above mentioned, after having been duly 
100 €d to the contrary, the said trading ship or steamer may be seized by King Ja Ja, and detained until a fine of 
Pitcheons be paid by the owners to King Ja Ja. 
Sted on board Her Britannic Majesty’s ship “ Pioneer,” off Opobo town, on the 4th day of January, 1873. 
(Signed) ~ J. E. COMMERELL, Commodore, Commanding-in-chief Her 
Britannic Majesty's Naval Forces on the Cape of Good 
Hope and West Coast of Africa Station. 


CHARLES LIVINGSTONE, Aer Britannic Mayesty's 
Consul for the Bights of Biafra and Benin. 


(For King Ja Ja, King of Opobo), 
D, C. WILLIAMS, Secretary. 


dean ® the Undersigned, agents in Opobo River, are perfectly willing to move our establishments down tc a 
Part near the mouth of the river, and agree to do so before the ist day of March, 1873. 
(Signed) J. T. Bert. 
Crutcuiey Jones. 
Cuartes AuLp. 


tone, anish and Continental, Harrison and Co., Stuart and Douglas, Miller, Brother, Liverpool ; Couper, John- 
[503] 7" Loughland, and Co., Glasgow. P 
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King and Chiefs parties hereto, and may have houses and factories therein.’ 





ying 
‘ Majesty’s Government would “ not Lh gui against Ja Ja for acts previously committed 
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In September of 1884 Consul Hewett sent in a full Report on the questions at 
issue between Ja Ja and Mr. Watts, an English trader, who had started an establish 
ment in the Qua Eboe, which, it will be remembered, had in 1882 been declared to be 
without the Opobo district. 

The result of that Report was an instruction by Lord Granville to Consul Hewett, 

e the 26th December, 1884, saying that, “in view of the Protectorate,” Her 


by him,” but that “any attempt on his part or that of his followers to molest indepen- 
dent European traders in the Qua Eboe or elsewhere would be punished by a heavy 
“inte > that Her Majesty's Government “will countenance no future mono- 
polies,” &c. | q 
On the 19th December, 1884, an extended Treaty had been signed by Ja Ja, 
which was similar in its provisions to those with other native authorities within what is 
now the Oil Rivers Protectorate, with, however, one important omission, viz., that 
of Article VI (see margin*), giving access to his markets. } 
Consul Hewett spent 1885 on sick leave in England, and, beyond another warning 
from the Acting Consul not to interfere with Qua Eboe, very little was heard during 
that year of Ja Ja. In November, however, he wrote complaining of the attempts of 
English merchants to trade in his markets, and appealed to the Treaty of 1873 in 
support of his contention. | 
This he repeated in December of the same year. 
A Report was received from the Admiralty (p. 29) in January giving an account 
° al visit of a man-of-war to Opobo, and inclosing a protest by the traders against Ja | 
a’s rule. S| 
Consul Hewett and Vice-Consul Johnston arrived on the coast early in 1886, and 
the latter at once sent home a Report on the grave state of affairs at Opobo. (This is | 
worth reading. me 
On this Report, confirmed by statements of the principal British traders, Lord 
Rosebery informed the Admiralty that Ja Ja was “acting in such a manner as would 7) 
make the exercise of the British Protectorate difficult unless he was sharply dealt with ;” 
and the Admiral (Sir W. Grubbe) thought it necessary to send two ships of war to assisé 
Consul Hewett in an inquiry, and action, if found necessary. 4 
Ja Ja soon complained of the Consul’s action in fining him for a breach of Treaty 
in levying “ shake-hands” on the traders,t and generally in other matters. 
At the end of May Consul Hewett’s Report arrived with a copy of his decision of 
the various points at issue. This decision was given before receiving a despatch dated 
in February saying that “‘ Her Majesty’s Government cannot permit the interference of 
Ja Ja with the freedom of commerce of places outside his own territory.” | 
In his despatch Consul Hewett gives his views of the “shake-hands” questions 
and justifies it by an appeal to the 1873 Treaty, providing no tax or impost except 
“ comey ” was to be placed on British traders. The Minutes on Ja Ja’s letter of the 
2nd April (annexed) show the view taken by Lord Rosebery on the question, and thé 
despatches of the 16th June to Consul Hewett and Ja Ja are the embodiment of them 
The letter was delivered to Ja Ja on the 9th August, and he then refunded thé 
sums exacted from the different firms. | b: 
Ja Ja appears to have accepted his position till Lord Salisbury came into offices 
when he (13th January, 1887) renewed his complaints. as 
This was sent to Consul Hewett in March, and he was told to report what haé 
passed since the delivery of Lord Rosebery’s letter. ) 
Ja Ja wrote again in aes inclosing some correspondence with the Consus 
especially respecting “comey,”’ which rather modified the Foreign Office view, an® 
letters in that sense were sent to him and Consul Hewett on the 14th March, 
Consul Hewett was again invalided home before he could act on this instructio™ 
and meanwhile further complaints were received from Ja Ja. 
On the 23rd June, 1887, Messrs. Couper, Johnstone, and Co. sent us the followitS 
telegram from their agent in Opobo :— 4 
“ Now that Ja Ja sees us ready and determined to go up (to the interior marke nA, 
he threatens us with opposition, armed or otherwise, so we are waiting for the Cons™ 
or a gun-boat. Trade stopped.” , - 










* “The subjects and citizens of all countries may freely carry on trade in every part of the territories of . 
+ A sort of tax or bonus paid by new comers to local native Chief's to gain custom. Ja Ja explains it in! ¢ 
above letters. 


7 aes 
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We at once telegraphed to the Consul to “ proceed at once to Opobo and do your “Niger 


Utmost to remove obstacles.” 


ffairs,”” 


| Acting Consul Johnston went, and telegraphed on the 6th August: “Ja Ja agrees 4 ¥ rg 


€ restrictions free trade markets interior. ; ; 
y, ~hen the African Association wrote giving instances of the terrorism exercised by 
Ja Ja, and Messrs. Miller complained of the Consular action, and announced the 
roach of a native deputation from Ja Ja. 
_ On the 19th August we received a telegram from Johnston saying :— 
wm1.., Jhrough Ja Ja’s action agreement made with us as to markets broken ; obliged 
Prohibit Ja Ja’s trading until fulfils engagement.” 
ang Some Minutes by Sir V. Lister and Lord Salisbury will be found on pp. 83, 84, 
85, and numerous complaints were soon received from merchants, all begging for 
Ja’s removal. 
, An answer to a House of Commons question is given at p. 88, and Memoranda by 
Lord Salisbury at pp. 91 and 102, the latter saying a naval inquiry should be held. 
J Despatches relating the course of events were received from Acting Consul 
Slnston on.the Ist and 8th September, and on the 9th, Lord Salisbury sid, * His 
action may be approved by telegram.” His Lordship was then in France, and there 
Was therefore some delay in sending the telegram, which, however, was sent on the 
1th at 3°45 P.M.* 
«. On that day, at 3°55 p.m., a telegram was received from the Acting Consul asking 
ating €diate permission remove Ja Ja temporarily Gold Coast; organizes armed 
ks, obstructs water-ways, markets,” &e. ; 
the t was not Lord Salisbury’s intention to authorize this course (see his telegram of 
ie 13th September), but no doubt the Acting Consul read our telegram of the 12th 
the teply approving it, for before anything further was said to him, he telegraphed 
be 21s September, 8 a.M.; received 1:30 p.m.) that Ja Ja had surrendered and was 
all taken to Accra. It being too late to stop this action (see Minutes on p. 117), 
a could be done was to legalize Ja Ja’s detention at Accra pending the inquiry, 
ch was done accordingly by Colonial: Ordinance. 
derson’s views on the treatment of Ja Ja are given at length at p. 105. 
Sieg ace the above it will be seen that when the deputation was received by 
124), - Fergusson on the 13th September we had received Johnston’s telegram of the 
been September, stating that Ja Ja “organized armed attacks,” but that no action had 
~~" taken on it (though Johnston misconstrued, very naturally, our other telegram). 
tolg d* Was in ignorance of the imminent deportation of Ja Ja that the deputation were 
~ °n the 13th (p. 129) that “a naval officer should hold an investigation at Opobo, 
We that the African Association was told, on the 15th September, that “a naval 
Wag «18 2bout to proceed to Opobo to hold a careful inquiry,” &c.; but this statement 
Tre uently repeated to Messrs. Miller on the 27th September. 
“th, tlte Admiralty were told on the 3rd October that, as Ja Ja had been deported, 
nye ecessity for an immediate inquiry no longer existed,” and it was with a view to 
hag its impartiality that the Admiral was sent all the way up from the Cape to 


Meo tis Report, and the reasons which influenced him both in holding the inquiry at 


, “nd in his decisions, are given in Acting Consul Johnston’s No. 25 of the 
id poeember, 1887, and the Admiralty letter of the 9th J anuary, 1888, both annexed 


Prin 
ann Treaty with Ja Ja, Article V of which he was proved to have broken, is also 
a a oh ER RS a ee a oe es 
No. 67. 


Memorandum by Sir J. Fergusson. 


WHEN | was pressed in the House of Commons to undertake that Ja Ja should not: 


ang moved till the case had been discussed, I said that I could give no such undertaking, 
i$ the, «Her Majesty’s Government thought that Ja Ja had been justly treated. There 
any "Ro sort of obligation to delay his removal until after the debate. Had there been 
&xp “onsiderable feeling in his favour, the desire for delay ia his removal would have been 

ed, Whereas it only came from Mr. Redmond. Up to the point of abrogating the 


* “ Your action with regard to Ja Ja approved.” 


id., p. 69. 
Ibid., p. 78. 
Ibid., p. SO. 


Ibid., p. 80. 


Ibid., pp. 94 
and 99. 


Ibid., p. 103. 


Ibid., p. 104, 


Ibid., p. 116. 


Tbid., p. 107. 
Ibid., pp. 119 
and 121. 
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19, 1884. 






56 


‘Treaty of 1873 the late Government are committed ; but this will not prevent them fro 
pronouncing against his removal. y) 
When Lord Salisbury decided that his further removal to the West Indies shoul 
stand over till after the debate, I did not offer any objection, because it is purely a questit 
of policy ; but it seems to me that the sooner the matter is settled the better, and that @ 
long as Ja Ja is kept at Accra, so long will Miller and Co. give out that the sentence wit 
be overruled, and the new régime in the Opobo be hindered. mi? 
With reference to Sir Julian Paunceforte’s Minute of the 27th March, we had got t 
beyond the “comey” question, when Lord Rosebery decided that his claim to it for inlan 
trade was at an end. pS | 
He was like Shere Ali, an earthen pot, which would be crushed when it was tried 
against the brass. pe. 
The question must be treated on broad srounds of duty under our Protectorate, ane 
the impossibility of a barbarous Chief being allowed to bar the highway, having forfei o 
his privileges by abusing them. 


le 


J. Fam 

March 31, 1888. P 

No. 68. i 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Acting Consul Johnston. Z 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, April 3, 1888, 4°20 p.m. 


YOUR telegram of 29th. 
Arrangements being made to deport Ja Ja West Indies as soon as possible. 


No. 69. 
















Foreign Office to Admiralty. 


; 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 8, 1888. 
IN consequence of the decision of Rear-Admiral Sir W. Hunt-Grubbe, reported # 
your letter of the 9th January, the Marquis of Salisbury has determined that Ja Ja shoulé 
be deported from the West Coast of Africa to one of the West Indies on board one 
Her Majesty’s ships. It is desirable that he and his attendants should be provided wit 
suitable accommodation, and I am to request that you will move the Lords Commissione 
of the Admiralty to inform Lord Salisbury whether there is a ship on the station suitabl 
for the service, and, if so, how soon she could be at Accra to receive Ja Ja. q 
You will be informed, as soon as the Colonial Office have decided the point, which ¢ 

the West Indian Islands is the chosen destination. ‘ 
Ja Ja’s custody on board ship would be warranted as an act of State, and a loc® 
Ordinance will provide for his detenticn on shore. A 


Iam, &c. . 
(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


No. 70. 


Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 3, 1888. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 19th ultimo, I am directed by the Marquis ‘ 
Salisbury to state to you, for the information of Lord Knutsford, that the Law Office® 
of the Crown have advised that HerMajesty’s Government will be justified in proceed 
to deport Ja Ja to one of the West Indies; that, in that case, it will be necessary th® 
a local Ordinance should provide for his detention, and that his being kept in custody ® 
board ship on the voyage would be warranted as an act of State. a 
The Lords of the Admiralty have been asked whether one of Her Majesty’s ships ® 

the West Coast of Africa would be suitable for the conveyance of Ja Ja and his attenda? 
and, if so, how soon she could be at Accra, as it is advisable, for political reasons, that” 
Should prolong his stay there as short a time as possible. I am torequest that 1 
‘utsford will cause Lord Salisbury to be informed to which of the West Indian possessi 
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Ja Ja Should be sent, and how soon arrangements could be made for his reception and 
ntion under local Ordinance as a prisoner of State. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 
Sassi sss sss 
No. 71. P 


Admiralty to Fore.gn Office.—(Received April 4.) 


(Extract.) Admiralty, April 3, 1888. 

{ AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 

the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, extract from a letter, 

dated the 7th ultimo, received from Captain Hand, R.N., reporting the proceedings of 
er Majesty’s ship “ Royalist ” in regard to the state of affairs at Opobo. 





Inclosure in No. 71. 


Captain Hand to Admiralty. 
(Extract.) « Royalist,” March 7, 1888. 
tha ON the 5th January I inspected Her Majesty’s ship “ Alecto,” and proceeded in 
t t vessel into the River Opobo, and on landing assembled the traders, and from 
_ “tem. ascertained the cause for their alarm. 
J They informed me that from two independent sources they had been told that 
a Ja’s principal Chiefs, who had held no intercourse with them since their King’s 
removal, were making arrangements for an attack by land on the factories, hence their 
for the presence of a ship of war. I strongly advised them to concert a plan 
©perations to be followed in the event of an attack ; they seemed thoroughly to 
ate the necessity for so doing, but it appeared to me desisted for some personal 
ns. 
Ogolo and Oko Ja Ja are the two principal Chiefs alluded to above. 
_ the following day, the 6th, Cookey Gam visited me. This Chief has never 
& very ardent supporter of Ja Ja; he is a Bonny man, and was born free. He 
ws one of the deputation which recently visited England; he willingly consented to 
mpany me to Esseni, and we proceeded there with the traders the same day. 
Se arriving at the head of the creek, where two English factories have recently 
well established, we had a pleasant walk of 8 miles to the town, chiefly along a broad 
“kept path almost entirely covered in with luxurious overgrowth, the country on 
y Side being studded with the rubber and other trees of commercial value. We 
“te met at the entrance to thé town by one of the King’s sons, who escorted us 
h the cleanest and best kept town I have seen on the coast of Africa—broad 
jads, closures neatly fenced in with high bamboo fences, and no groups of inquisitive 
Sungers to molest us—to his father’s Court. 
sal The King is an old and infirm man, and, beyond the exchange of the customary 
: Utations, there was little said. He is very willing that one of hs sons should visit 
England, and has always shown a friendly disposition towards our traders. We 
Yeturn the same evening to the Settlement at the mouth of the river. Cookey 
Promised me he would accompany the traders to Ohombela, where they were going 
following week to attempt again to establish factories at that market. I have had 
ay from Opobo since leaving, therefore I presume everything is going on quietly, 
hen feel confident, if Cookey works with our people, there will be no further dis- 
not ances for the present in the Opobo River. The people generally at Opobo will 
fi” down to the new régime until Ja Ja is removed from Accra and taken 
her away. His return now to Opobo would be fatal, and only result in great 


b 
loodshed. Trade in the river is flourishing. 
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No. 72. 
Sir Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Received April 6.) 
; Admiralty, April 3, 1888, 
dmiral ty to transmit, for 


the nn Commanded by the Lords Commissioners of the A 
[602] of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, extracts from Q letter, 


place on the 25th 


eS 
vet \.7- 
Mey : 
t. 
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dated the 7th ultimo, received from Captain Hand, R.N., reporting the preceonings of — 


Her Majesty's ship “Royalist ” in regard to the state of affairs at the following places, 


viz., Lagos, Opobo, Accra, Fernando Po, Monrovia, Tabou, the Cavally Coast, St. Paul — 


de Loanda, the Gambia, Sierra Leone, Dahomey, and the Kroo Coast. 
2. My Lords desire to draw the attention of the Secretary of State to the 


paragraph of Captain Hand’s Report in which he recommends that the British flag — 
sho 


d at once be hoisted, and a Protectorate declared, over the territory situate between 
the left bank of the Cavally River and Fresco River. 
3. A copy of the requisition from the agents in the Opobo River for the presence of 


Her Majesty's me “Alecto,” in view of the attack which they expected would take ; 


ecember, is also inclosed. 
4. A similar letter has been addressed to the Colonial Office. 


Lam, &e. 
(Signed) R. D. AWDRY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 72. 


Captain Hand to Admiralty. 


(Extract.) Royalist,” at St. Helena, March 7, 1888. 
ON arrival at Lagos I received two telegrams, one from Lieutenant and Commander 
Izat at Bonny, acquainting me that the traders at Opobo were expecting to be attacked 


on Christmas night, and had asked for the “Alecto” to proceed to their assistance; — 


the other from Commander Annesley, stating that Sir Samuel Rowe requested the 
“ Rifleman” might visit the River Salumu, but that Lieutenant and Commander Prater 
considered there was great risk in crossing the Sangomar bar. I ordered the “ Alecto ” 
to Opobo and to await my arrival there, and I telegraphed to the “Icarus” to meet me 


at, Opobo, but Commander Annesley replied that Sir Samuel Rowe requested he would — 
remain until the Colonial Office had decided whether Sir Francis de Winton should be — 


allowed to undertake an expedition from Sulymah, At that time I thought it would not 
be possible for me to leave the Bights without being relieved by the “Icarus.” 

After landing and interviewing the Colonial Secretary, the Governor of Lagos being 
away, I sailed on the 26th December and arrived off the Opobo River on the 29th, com- 
municated with the “ Alecto,” and, finding all was quiet, proceeded the same day to 
Fernando Po to coal, arriving on the 30th. Before anchoring I fired the month’s. 
target practice. 


Having completed with coal, I sailed on the 3rd January, and arrived off Opobo on 


the 4th. Both colliers had arrived at Fernando Po before J left. . 
On the 5th January I inspected Her Majesty’s ship “ Alecto,” and proceeded in. 
that vessel into the River Opobo, and, on landing, assembled the traders, and from them 


ascertained the cause for their alarm as stated in inclosure. They informed me that — 


from two independent sources they had been told that Ja Ja’s principal Chiefs, who had 
held no intercourse with them since their King’s removal, were making arrangements for 
an attack by land on the factories, hence their appeal for the presence of a ship of war. 


I strongly advised them to concert a plan of operations to be followed in the event of an 


attack; they seemed thoroughly to spprenate the necessity for so doing, but, it — 


appeared to me, desisted for some personal reasons. : 
Ogolo and Oko Ja Ja are the two principal chiefs alluded to above. 


On the following day, 6th, Cookey Gam visited me; this Chief has never been a 
a 


very ardent supporter o 


Ja’s; he is a Bonny man and was born free; he was one of _ 


the aca which recently visited England ; he willingly consented to accompany 


me to Esseni, and we proceeded there with the traders the same day. iS 
On arriving at the head of the creek, where two English factories haye recently 


been established, we had a pleasant walk of 3 miles to the town, chiefly along a 


broad well-kept path almost entirely covered in with luxurious overgrowth, the country 


on each side being studded with the rubber and other trees of commercial value. We 


the cleanest and best kept town I have ever seen on the coast of Africa—broad roads, 
inclosures neatly fenced in with high bamboo fences, and no groups of inquisitive loungers ~ 
to molest us—to his father’s Court. The King is an old and infirm man, and beyond the 


exchange of the customary salutations there was little said; he is very willing that one of” 


his sons should visit England, and has always shown a friendly disposition towards our 
traders. We returned the same eyening to the Settlement at the mouth of the river- 


were met at the entrance to the town by one of the King’s sons, who escorted us through — 
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Cookey promised me he would accompany the traders to Ohombela, where they were 
pers the following week to attempt again to establish factories at that market. ‘[ have 
“no news from Opobo since leaving, therefore I presume everything is going on 
oy: and I feel confident, if Cookey works with our people, there will be no further 
bances for the present in the Opobo River. The people generally at Opobo will 
hot settle down to the new régime until Ja Ja is removed from Accra {and taken 
her away ; his return now to Opobo would be fatal, and only result in great blood- 
shed. Trade in the river is flourishing. 
| I returned to the “Royalist”? on the 7 th, and sailed the same day, anchoring off 
Weg nny the same night to await arrival of the « Alecto,” that vessel having preceded me 
_____ © procure mails and a chronometer from the mail-steamer in that river. 
ae Leaving Bonny on the 8th J anuary, l arrived at Accra on the 12th. The “ Alecto ” 
_ Was dispatched on the former date to Mondoli Island to embark the Acting Consul and 
Convey him round the remainder of his district. 
,._ .! regret I was unable to visit Forcados River, as I had originally intended before 
leaving the Bights ; this river is the only one easily accessible to ships of 17 feet 
draught; all the Lagos bar boats are sent there to be beached; a large portion of the 
Lagos exports is taken there to be shipped by the bar boats; from its proximity to 
~80S, and harbour accommodation it affords, and considering the Lagos lagoon is 
_ Connected with it by a tributary, it is doomed some day to form a part of the Lagos 
lony. I have before recommended the desirability of establishing a coaling depdt in 
the Forcados River, and as soon as it forms part. of a Colony I would suggest establishing 
+. & Provision depdt. Iwas asked a short time ago whether there was any suitable 
Port on the Gold Coast or in the Bights where a Naval Agent could be stationed, and I 
‘plied that on account of the bar and difficulties in landing there was no place where 
| it would be desirable to establish one; but the Forcados River offers all the advantages 
‘°F such an institution. | 
n my arrival at Accra I received a telegram from the Governor of Lagos stating 
that a Convention had been signed by the French, which news, with the knowledge that 
B; Was quiet in the rivers, removed the necessity for my remaining any longer in the 
ights. I also received a telegram from Commander Annesley stating Sir Samuel 
fre had not received any instructions; I therefore telegraphed to the “ Icarus ”’ that 
“at ship and the “ Rifleman” were to await my arrival at Sierra Leone. 
. - left Accra in Her Majesty's ship “ Royalist” on the 14th January, and anchored 
the same night off Cape Coast Castle, where I remained for a few days to meet the 
cutward-bound mail-steamer. Before leaving Accra I received a telegram from 
“mmander Annesley stating there was to be no Sulymah expedition, but I thought 
then it better not to make any alteration in my movements. On the 18th, as I could 
| ‘ae Set any information of the mail, I sailed for Sierra Leone, first firing the month’s 
— « 18et practice, and proceeded with moderate dispateh, for fear I might be detaining the 
ts Rifleman,” and to get your orders carried out as expeditiously as possible, and arrived 
nthe 24th; a telegram had just before been received from the Admiralty, stating the 
_ “PS need not be detained any longer in the north sub-division, 
fo T arrived at Monrovia on the 30th ; sent the “Icarus”? on to Cape Palmas to search 
8 the rock reported by steam-ship ‘ Cameroons,” and proceeded the same evening, 
a interviewing the President and Secretary of State, for the Kroo Coast, anchoring 
t abou on the 1st February. I had intended to stop first off Cayally River, but the 
~~ Was too high to allow communication. 
cc. learnt from Mr. J ulio, an English trader residing at Tabou, that the natives had 
“pared to him a great many articles of value which they had looted from the steam-ship 
eo Sal ;” all the Chiefs I interviewed expressed their regret for what had occurred at 
a teck of that ship. Two cases of ill-treatment of Kroomen were brought to my 
notice Whilst at Tabou; one occurred on board the steam-ship “ Sherbro,” which recently 
lana” homeward bound; the steamer was late, so the captain, instead of stopping to 
rast Kroo boys, made them jump overboard with their goods. I referred to this 
fangtice in my letter of the 30th September, 1887. The other, some Kroomen recently 
in ed, brought in irons from Duke Town, Old Calabar, where they had been in service 
yee of the principal factories in the river, are reported to have been flogged and sent 
‘OMe Without any wages, without any trial, 
con Mr. Julio informed me that the country inland of the Cavally Coast was very rich, 
Ko taining Woods of all descriptions, palm-oil, and rubber, and that the valleys of the 
conte, nee of mountains, about 200 miles in the interior, which he had visited, 
The Sarnets in large quantities. 
© Chiefs on this coast promised me they would not allow any foreign flag except 
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the English to be hoisted. I have stated in my letter of the 24th February, 1888, that 
they begged me to represent their desire to be under a British Protectorate. | 

I beg to call your attention to the position in which I was placed by Her Britannic — 
Majesty’s Consul being also the representative of the firm holding the contract for — 
supplying coal to Her Majesty’s ships. I would respectfully suggest that the necessity 
hardly exists for a high-salaried Consulship at St. Paul de Loanda. It would be more — 
economical, and answer all purposes equally well, if a trader was appointed a Vice-Consul, — 
with a nominal salary. | a 

As this will probably be the last letter you will receive from me, I submit a few | 
remarks on the state of affairs on the coast. 

I am forwarding with this a tracing received from Lieutenant-Commander Prater, — 
which shows the position of the French and English flags recently planted on the banks — 
of the River Gambia. Sir Samuel Rowe informed me that the question now pending is 
whether the French have a right to freely make use of the Salumu River, the only outlet — 
for the produce of their recently-acquired territories, or whether the ceded mile granted 
on the banks of the River Gambia will not include the mouth of that river. | 

Sir Francis de Winton’s expedition does not appear to have overawed the natives in 
the Sierra Leone Colony, and now the Sulymah expedition has been discountenanced by — 
the Colonial Office, the Governor fully expects to hear of further disturbance in his — 
jurisdiction, | } 

I have left a ship at Sierra Leone at the disposal of Sir Samuel Rowe, to enable him, 
on the first opportunity, to proceed to Monrovia, to ratify the North-west Boundary 


. Treaty between the Republic of Liberia and England. 


The Portuguese have given up the Protectorate of Dahomey, and the Governor- 
General informed me Whydah would now be a great expense to them, and not worth 
keeping. The French claim, on the Kroo Coast, the territory between Fresco River and — 
the western boundary of the Gold Coast Colony; they have a great longing for the 
Spanish possession at Corisco Bay, as the Muni River is in connection with the Ogowe 
River, near Lope (which is wrongly placed on the Chart, being north of Equator) ; this | 
would give them a good outlet for their produce; they consider it so valuable that they 
have offered 120,000 fr. for it. This sum is rather at variance with that mentioned 
in my letter of the 29th July, 1887. Referring to the Niger district, the French — 
have two companies of soldiers at Segu Sikoro, and it is reported that the Chiefs of the 
districts about the following places marked on the Admiralty Chart, Nioro, Tulah, Ham- 
dallahi, Segu Sikoro, and Timbuctoo, are all related, which, if true, will give the French 
great influence over a very large tract of country in the rear of our Colonies, and will 
give them complete control over the great market of Timbuctoo; considering the afore- 
said, and the active policy pursued generally on the African Coast by this nation, thelt 
encroachments at Lagos, the same in the Gambia district, where they are completely 
surrounding our Colony, that some Frenchmen appeared, not long ago, with their flag 2° 
Coomassie, I trust I may not be wrong in urging the necessity for some energetic steps | 
being taken by our Government for the benefit of the future of our West African 
Colonies, and I would most respectfully suggest that the British flag should at once be 
hoisted on, and a Protectorate declared over, the territory situate between the left ban! 














of the Cavally River and Fresco River, that before the Gambia is quite tradeless, 
















negotiations be entered into to either preserve a respectable portion of the territory 0? 
the banks of the river, or to effect an exchange ; it would not be unreasonable to require 
the whole of the French possessions on the coast, in exchange, lying between Siert@ 
Leone and Lagos. If this is accomplished, Whydah should easily be added, from what 
I have before herein stated, and the German possessions about Little Popo should be 
readily ceded by that Governiment in consideration for the valuable property gran) 
to them at Ambas Bay ; this would give us the whole coast from Cavally River to Rio del 
Rey. The absorption of the Liberian Republic would only be a matter of time, for 1” 
Liberians are now thoroughly dissatisfied with their present Government. ition 
into the interior, to counteract the influence rapidly being gained by two Europea®™ 
nations, should, without delay, be organized to establish permanent stations, and acqu 5- 
more territory. ey, 

In conclusion, I must apologize for the length of this report, attributable to 
causes : it is the last I shall have the honour of sending you, and [ have been for the 
past two months waiting to start for the islands, by which route I am able to send Yo™ 
quickly much later information. an 
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No. 73*. 
Memoranda respecting Ja Ja’s Deportation. 


EXTRACT from Mr. Johnston’s despatch No. 18 of the 24th September, 1887 :— 

“Neither Ja Ja nor any of his followers or Chiefs shall cost anything to the 
Government of the Gold Coast for their maintenance. Apart from the fact that Ja Ja 
has very large private means, from which he might be reasonably expected to provide 
for his own support, the merchants at Opobo are willing, at my bidding, to resume the 
payment of ‘comey.’ This amounts at the least to 600/. a-year, and would be amply 
sufficient to defray all reasonable expenses connected with the Opobian exiles. The 
‘comey’ would be 600/. at the present time; but with the hoped-for development of 
trade consequent on Ja Ja’s departure, it may rise to 1,000/. or 2,000/. annually ; and the 
Admiral, in giving his decision at the Court of Inquiry at Accra, after stating in a letter 
to Ja Ja that he could not be permitted to return to Opobo, added that “ your 
maintenance in respectability will be assured you, and I shall propose to the Admiralty 
that a sum varying from 800/. to 1,000/. be paid you annually in four quarterly 
payments, the greater or less sum to depend on the affluence of Opobo as regards trade— 
in fact, to be regulated by the ‘comey.’ 

“Your property in the river can be administered in any way you think jit, subject 
to the approval of the Consul, and the sum to be paid you annually will be entirely 
independent of the income you may derive from it, and I shall recommend that all fines 
now outstanding against you be remitted.” 


Sir T. Lister says that the accounts ought to be carefully kept, and that either 
Ja Ja himself or Her Majesty’s Government should appoint some one to administer his 
property. Sir J. Pauncefote agrees to this, and directs that a debtor and creditor account 
with Ja Ja should be kept for the present. 

Mr. Johnston has already sent home eight bills of exchange, amounting in all to 
2871. 9s. 11d., and charges have already been inserted in Old Calabar Consulate Account 
for travelling and medical expenses (49/. 10s.). 

This sum it is presumed should be held as a charge against the “‘ comey” but it is 
suggested that Mr. Johnston should be instructed to keep a separate account of all 


expenditure connected with Ja Ja’s deportation and maintenance, and not to mix it up 


with his Consular accounts. 
E. B. N. 


Certainly, and the sooner we can rid ourselves of the charge of Ja Ja’s pecuniary 


affairs the better. Might we not, as soon as we know in which Colony he is to take up his — 
residence, propose that the Governor shall have charge of his affairs, and transfer tO — 


Colonial funds any balance of the “ comey’’ that may remain in our hands ? 


The fine of 1501. l¢vied on Ja Ja in 1886 having been paid in as an appropriation : 


in aid to the Consular Vote, Treasury sanction will be required to our charging to the 


Vote the bill for that amount, which Mr. Johnston states in his despatch No. 25, Africa, — 
of the 2nd December, 1887, that he has drawn on the Chief Clerk on remitting that fine — 


to Ja Ja. 
F, B. A. 
April 7, 1888. 


Chief Clerk, 





May we consider the charge of 491. 10s. to be settled, and that no reference to the 


Treasury is necessary ? 


As regards the payments to Ja Ja, can we pay him 200/. for a quarter as soon as bis — 


deportation is settled ? The arrangement will be temporary, as the ultimate arrangeme? 


will doubtless be a fixed pension paid by the Administration of the Oil Rivers, when finally a 


settled. 


A. PS 
April 9, 1888. 





There will be money in hand to meet both the 49/. 10s. and the 2001. which it 1 ' 


posed to pay as one quarter’s allowance to Ja Ja. As there will be no expenditure of 


pro 
public money, Treasury sanction will not be required. 
April 9, 1888. 


nt 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 72. 
Messrs. Mitchell, Wright, and others to Captain Izat. 


Dear Sir, Opobo, December 21, 1887. 
WE, the undersigned agents in Opobo River, having heard from two different 


in that an attack is going to be made on our beaches and ourselves, on or about 


€ 26th instant, have to request that you will at once come round to defend our lives 
and property. 
Our information may be inaccurate, but acting on Consul Johnston’s advice, “that 


in order to preserve order we should be prepared for war,” we trust you will see your 
Way to accede to our request and come to our assistance. 


We are, &c. | 
(Signed) FRED. D. MITCHELL. 
THOS. L L. WRIGHT. 
W. J. KITCHEN. 


A. FILLER. 
. ROBT, FOSTER. 
nt ent ta Se 


No. 73. 


| Minute by Sir James Fergusson. 
Lord Salisbury, | wiih 
IN anticipation of the discussion of the case of Ja J a, I think that your direction is 


hecessary in t of th d hich the legality of his deportation is to be 
Maintained respect of the ground on which the legality of his dep 


that The Law Officers have held it to be legal on the grounds of “‘Buron v. Denman,” In 


case a British naval officer destroyed the barracoons and carried off the property of 
= Spaniard engaged in the Slave Trade within a native territory, with the Chief of which 
We had made a Treaty to abolish that trade. 

The Court gave Judgment for the Captain on the ground that his act was one of 


State, as having been subsequently ratified by Her Majesty’s Ministers. The Crown was 


therefore responsible, 
- “Yow, the authority which Mr. Johnston acted on was erroneous, and as y our tele- 


ni m approving of his previous action is dated on the same day as his asking permission 


Temove Ja Ja, the 12th September, it may be questioned, and cannot be declared to 

ve been of that character; and you have never approved the act of removal, though 

a a said that you “consider it expedient that Ja Ja should for the present be 
€d at Accra,” 

hall it be said in debate that you have ratified the act of removal? Of course that 


of detention is provided for by local act, while his removal to any other place would be 


wn act of State, being done b d 
: , being done by your orders. 
The Voluntary nature of Ja Ja’s departure from Opobo is somewhat sree 


Foreign Office, April 6, 1888. 


Should the question arise in debate, and it become necessary to defend the removal 


wee Ja from Opobo, the steps taken can only be justified by ratifying the conduct of 


- Johnston as an act of State. 
(Signed) RICHARD E. WEBSTER. 
April 6, 1888. EDWARD CLARKE. 


ete aimee ne 


No. 74. 


Foreign Office to Acting Consul Johnston. 


. ‘Telegraphic Foreign Office, April 7, 1888, 2 p.m. 


tion OUBTS having been expressed whether your action has received formal ratifica— 
at the hands of Her Majesty’s Government, this is to notify the same. 


[502] R 
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An Ordinance enacted by his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor of Mauritius and ws 3 


62 
No. 75. 
Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received April 9.) 


Sir, Downing Street, April 9, 1888. 

I AM directed by Lord Knutsford to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
3rd instant, and to transmit to you, for the information of the Marquis of Salisbury, the 
accompanying copy of a Confidential despatch which was sent by the last mail to the 
Governor-in-chief of the Windward Islands, instructing him to make the necessary 
arrangements for the detention of Ja Ja in one of the islands under his government. 

I am to request that you will inform me as soon as possible what allowance will be 
made for Ja Ja’s maintenance, and how many companions and servants will accompany 
him, as Governor Sendall will be unable to make satisfactory arrangements without this 
information, and Lord Knutsford proposes to send it by telegraph in order to reach him _ 
at the same time as the despatch. 2 

I inclose a copy of each of the two Ordinances passed in Mauritius to authorize the — 
detention of certain Malay prisoners which have been sent to Governor Sendall as a 
a model for the Ordinance which will have to be passed for ws detention of Ja Ja, 

am, &c. 
(Signed) R. H. MEADE, 


nd 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 75. 


Lord Knutsford to Governor Sendall. 

(Confidential.) 
Sir, Downing Street, April 4, 1888. 
I HAVE the honour to inform you that Her Majesty’s Government have decided — 
that it is desirable to deport Ja Ja, the Chief of Opobo in West Africa, to one of the — 
British Colonies in the West Indies, and I request you to inform me, by telegraph, — 
which of the islands under your government you would recommend for the purpose. 
2. ‘The selection must depend upon the facilities for providing a suitable residence 
for Ja Ja and his attendants, and it has been suggested to me that some disused estate 
house in St. Vincent or Tobago, or possibly Grenada, might be available. : 
3. It will be necessary for a local Ordinance to be passed to provide for his deten- 
tion, and I inclose two Mauritius Ordinances providing for the detention of some Malay — 
prisoners in the Seychelles as a model for the Ordinance which will have to be passed in — 
whichever island it may be decided to keep Ja Ja. : 
4. A telegram will be sent to you stating the number of persons who will accompany 
him ; and, in replying, you will be good enough to give me an estimate of the cost of — 
providing the necessary accommodation. The expenses will be defrayed out of the — 
allowance which will be granted to Ja Ja, and therefore the cost of house-rent shoud be — 
kept as low as possible. | 
5. I will telegraph to you as soon as it is necessary that the Ordinance should be ~ 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) KNUTSFORD. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 75. 
ORDINANCE No. 1 of 1882. 


Dependencies, with the advice and consent of the Council of Government thereof, © 
authorize the Removal to and from and the Detention in the Island of Mauritius ; 
certain Political Prisoners. 


(L.8.) F, Narrer Broome. 
May 12, 1882. 


. . WHEREAS it is expedient to authorize the removal to and from and the detentio? F 
in the Island of Mauritius of certain political prisoners deported from the Malay Pe ‘* 
and now detained in certain dependencies at Mauritius; 
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Be it therefore enacted by his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, with the advice 
and consent of the Council of Government, as follows :— 

1. It shall be lawful for the Governor to order the removal from any of the Removal of 
dependencies of Mauritius and the detention during Her Majesty’s pleasure in Mauritius prisoners to 
of any political prisoner or prisoners deported from the Malay Peninsula to the Seychelles Mauritius. 

ands on account of the outbreak at Perak. | 
- A warrant under the hand of the Governor shall be sufficient authority for the Governor's 


 ‘Tnspector-General of Police to detain such political prisoner or prisoners in Mauritius, vathcuad 62 


detention of 
risoners in 
auritius. 


. 3. It shall be lawful for the Governor to order the removal of any such prisoner or Removal of 
de “oners from Mauritius to any of the dependencics thereof for detention in the said hee 


dency, | Mauritius. 
Ma 4. Any such prisoner or prisoners may be removed from any of the dependencies of Saas 


lean to Mauritius, or from Mauritius to any of such dependencies, under the bial fi 

oy Biel of a warrant signed by the Governor and addressed to the master of any ship piisdners to 

Sich +.’ or to any other person or persons, and the master, person, or persons to whom or from 

such Warrant is addressed shall have power to take into his or their custody and convey Mauritius. 

the Political prisoner or prisoners therein named to Mauritius, or to any dependency 

reof, and to deliver him or them therein to such authority named in such warrant. | 

Ma; 5. Every such political prisoner or prisoners so removed and detained during Her Custody and 

Gey 8 pleasure shall, in Mauritius, be under the legal custody of the Inspector- solitte: e 

shall ar of Police, and of all officers and constables of the police force of Mauritius; and aes “6: 
he or they escape, or attempt to escape, out of the Island of Mauritius, be liable 


‘ “Snviction thereof before a Judge of the Supreme Court of Mauritius, judging 
two Vince Jury, to imprisonment with or without hard labour for a period not exceeding 


. Se Any person aiding or attempting to aid, or negligently permitting any such Penalty for 
Tre pical prisoner or prisoners to escape or attempt to escape from Mauritius shall _be redo = 
; With” = conviction thereof before a Judge of the Supreme Court of Mauritius, judging aka 
7 4 jury, to imprisonment with or without hard labour not exceeding two years. 
be! No writ of habeas corpus or other process calling into question the legality of, Legality of 
Prison €r matter connected with, the removal, deportation, or detention of the said slender 
€Y or prisoners shall have any force or effect, or shall be allowed in Mauritius. taht 
. $ _. questioned. 
aT el “ In this Ordinance “ Mauritius” shall include all the islets surrounding it; Interpreta- 
of M enor shall include the Officer for the time being administering the Government tion clause. 
-_uritius ; and “ Inspector-General of Police” shall comprise any person for the time 
9 olding the office of Inspector-General of Police in Mauritius. 
Procla This Ordinance shall come into operation on and from a day to be fixed by Commenee- 
puation from the Governor. son tal 
assed in Council, at Port Louis, Island of Mauritius, this 9th day of May, 1882. 
(Signed) G. LUMGAIR, 


Acting Secretary to the Council of Government. 


Published by order of his Excellency the Lieutenant-~Governor. 
(Signed) H. N. D. Beyzs, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 75. 
ORDINANCE No. 10 of 1886. 


ide ne 
Ordinance enacted by the Officer administering the Government of Mauritius and its 
Re coe cies, with the advice and consent of the Council of Government thereof, to 
end Ordinance No. 9 of 1877 and Ordinance No. 1 of 1882. 
(Signed) W. H. Hawntey, Major-General, 


Administering the Government. 


No, 1 pEREAS it is expedient to amend Ordinance No. 9 of 1877 and Ordinance 
it > 


nd with tyictefore enacted by his Honour the Officer administering the Government, 
| © advice and consent of the Council of Government, as follows :— 


Ka 
\, 454 


- 
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Article 4 of 
Ordinance 9 
of 1877 
repealed, 


Article 5 of 
Ordinance 1 
of 1882 
repealed. 
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1. Article 4 of Ordinance 9 of 1877 is hereby repealed and replaced by the following 
provision : : b 
“Every political prisoner or prisoners so deported and detained during Her Majes y® 
pleasure shall be under the legal custody of the Chief Civil Commissioner, or, if detained 
in some other dependency than Seychelles, under the legal custody of the perso? 
authorized and empowered by the Governor of Mauritius to receive and detain such 
political prisoner or prisoners, and shall, if he or they escape or attempt to escape oul 
of the island or dependency wherein they are detained, be liable on conviction before the 
Supreme Court of Mauritius, judging with a jury, to imprisonment for a period no 
exceeding two years.” a 
2. Article 5 of Ordinance 1 of 1882 is hereby repealed and replaced by the following 
provision : | a 
“‘Every such political prisoner or prisoners so removed and detained during set 
Majesty’s pleasure shall, in Mauritius, be under the legal custody of the Inspectot 
General of Police, and of all officers and constables of the police force of Mauritius; am 
shall, if he or they escape, or attempt to escape, out of the Island of Mauritius, be liab 
on conviction thereof before the Supreme Court of Mauritius, judging with a jury, 
imprisonment for a period not exceeding two years.” f 
Passed in Council, at Port Louis, Mauritius, this 24th day of December, 1886. 
(Signed) D. P. GARRIOCH, y 

Acting Secretary to Council of Government. 


Published by order of his Honour the Officer administering the Government. 
(Signed) Francis R. Rounp, Mf 
Acting Colonial Secretary. a | 





No. 76. 












Question asked in the House of Commons, April 9, 1888. | 
a 
lr. William Redmond,—To ask the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs whe? 

the papers in connection with King Ja Ja’s case will be laid upon the table. 


Answer. “4 
The papers are nearly ready, and I hope they will be in the hands of honouré ile 
Members by the beginning of next week. | 


b 
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No. 77. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office-—(Received April 10.) a 


Sir, | Admiralty, April 7, 1888: 
I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acknowledge 4 
receipt of your letter of the 3rd instant, relative to the conveyance of King Ja Ja 110™ 
the West Coast of Africa to the West Indies in one of Her Majesty’s ships. i 
2. My Lords desire me to state, for Lord Salisbury’s information, that there 1S a 
vessel on the Cape of Good Hope and West Coast of Africa Station possessing sulla\’ 
accommodation for the reception of Ja Ja and his attendants, except the flag-ship of t i 
Commander-in-chief, which it would not be possible to employ (away from her station) ei 
such a manner. | aa 
3. My Lords consider, however, that (with the concurrence of the War Office) # | 
proposed transfer might be made in November next, on the first occasion of the troop-§ " 
conveying reliefs (West Indian regiments) leaving Sierra Leone for the West Indies. __— 
4. My Lords would wish to be furnished with detailed information as to the num?® | 
of persons besides King Ja Ja for whom accommodation would be required, and 
position they occupy in his suite. a 






Lam, &e. =. 
(Signed) R. D. AWDRY-— 
Ses ye ny nm A a 
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No. 78. 
Memoranda by Sir James Fergusson and Mr. Davidson. 


_ _ IN the first place, what is the law administered on the coast? English law, Indian 
Penal Code, or one of these as far as applicable? If Indian Penal Code, the examination 
of a prisoner is regular ; but Ja Ja was not a prisoner before a Court of Justice. 
But, at any rate, I think that the précis must be omitted, and that we must rely on 
_ the view taken by Mr. Davidson, paragraph 8. 
Mr. Johnston’s No. 25 of the 2nd December had better be corrected (paragraph 11), 
4s Mr. Davidson points out. 
It is desirable to alter the Admiral’s words as little as possible. No doubt some 
af . would be better for the House of Commons if otherwise worded, and some 
Mem ers, especially the Irish, may make the most of them. But the most that we can 
do is to omit, Paragraph 3, inclosure 7 in his No. 3 (page 10) may be made something 
Lord George Hamilton, to whom I showed it, was against omitting it. Lord Salis. 
bury will decide when he sees it, 
Ow get the revise ready for him as soon as possible. Lr 
Foreign Office, April 12, 1888. 
ee Fe LOR Oe ON) AOE PS, 
Sir James Fergusson, 
g.._- have read the précis of the inquiry, held by Admiral Hunt-Grubbe, into the 
Charges brought against Ja Ja, as well as the other papers which. you wished me to look 
at with reference to the evidence produced against that Chief. 
, ¢ Admiral appears, owing no doubt to his difficulty with the vernacular, to have 
joken down no full minutes or notes of the evidence, and this précis is obviously from its 


I should gather from the précis, provided that I had no other and better knowledge 
of the case and its merits, that the only point which was established at all on evidence 
Other than that of Consul Johnston (whom anybody taking Ja Ja’s part would of stabi 
Woe oud from Ja Ja’s point of view be entitled to treat, as a very prejudiced witness) 

“8 that Ja Ja had made “Ju ju” since the Treaty of 1884. : 
in wie Of the observations attributed to the Consul are not—at any rate in the form 
! Wage the Admiral’s Secretary has recorded them—legal evidence at all. Again, 
by ;.), the onus was clearly on Consul Johnston to prove his charges against Ja Ja 
Y Judependent evidence, whereas the onus appears to have been put upon Ja Ja to 
tisprove the assertions of the Consul. 
‘ 4m convinced that justice was done and truth practically arrived at, and that the 
quem of inquiry adopted was that probably best adapted to the circumstances; but if 
Chi, Proceedings, as detailed in the précis, are to be gauged according to the rules of our 
att ut! Law or to he criticised from that standpoint, then I would rather be asked to 
Hack than to defend these proceedings. Litho. dt Ean 
| If this précis is published with such other papers as are to be laid, hostile critics will 
qawally make their strong attack upon z; and if their attention is attempted to be 
fe to other evidences of Ja Ja’s wickedness which are to be found in the papers, 
_ ay say, with great plausibility, that all these things are comparatively unimportant 
that that the actual notes of the Court which conducted the inquiry haye been published ; 
Mt Of course everything that could have been proved against Ja Ja would have been 
Of oe this inqniry ; that the mode in which the inquiry was conducted savours ae 
an Ei rench ‘Tribunal Correctionnel than of an English Court; that the way in w 
Untyyse sh Consul and a British Admiral condescended to entrap admissions from an 
| oe and unwary Savage was lamentable, &c. shed: but I 
do not far as my own opinion goes, this précis ought certainly not to be publish nip ihe 
Selyag know how far the kind of reasons that have weighed with me may commend them- 
vn your better judgment. — ‘d with 
the cu derson tells me however that, as at present , the précis is to be laid wit 
&re ag, Peers, and he asks me to say that after considering the matter together, we 
reed in the view that it may be better to omit it. 
ingui ’s instructions were really to inquire and report. He held a careful 
adview (not trial) at which Ja Ja was present, and had the advantage of professional 
himself" Assistance ; and with the impartiality of that inquiry Ja Ja has professed 
Th. usted, although still protesting his innocence and ignorance. 


(sos ne strictly speaking, ought not to have 2 sentenced” Ja Ja, and think 


es 
. 
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it must be assumed, in dealing with the case in argument, that he recommended the 
mode of punishment, which he describes as his “sentence,” for the consideration of the 
Secretary of State, who has since approved of, and intends to carry out, his suggestion. 

There are one or two other remarks scattered about these papers which, if they 
“er read in a contentious spirit, may occasion criticisms. I have marked them in 

ac : 

I have also called attention, in red ink, to a passage in Consul Johnston’s despatch 
of the 2nd December (No. 25, Africa), which might very likely be pounced upon by © 
anybody who was convinced that the Consul was biassed against Ja Ja. 

You will see that in reporting the substance of Ja Ja’s letter to the Admiral of the — 
same date he has made two rather important omissions, if the despatch is read from that 
point of view. ? 

W. BD. 


Foreign Office, April 10, 1888. 
PAP 2 4s ae a ae Tae” Re SNP rte 
No. 79. 
Foreign Office to Admiralty. 


Sir, | Foreign Office, April 18,1888. 

I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to transmit a copy of a despatch which — 
was addressed to Vice-Consul Johnston on the 25th November last,* ratifying his pro- 
ceedings with regard to the removal of King Ja Ja from Opobo to Accra. 

I am to state that, in his Lordship’s opinion, the conduct of Lieutenant and — 
Commander J. H. Pelly, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Goshawk,” should be approved, if the 
assumption is correct that he has not yet ee approval. 

am, &c. 
(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 





No. 80. 
Foreign Office to Treasury. . 
Foreign Office, April 14, 1888. 
I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to transmit herewith copies of printed — 
correspondence with respect to King Ja Ja of Opobo,+ terminating in an inquiry held by — 
Admiral Sir W. Hunt-Grubbe, who passed on him the sentence of deportation and exile 
which has now been ratified by the Secretary of State in the letter to the Admiralty of 
which copy is inclosed.t ; 
I am to request that, in laying these papers before the Lords Commissioners of Her © 
Majesty’s Treasury, you will also state, for their information, that it has now beet 


Sir, 


- determined to deport King Ja Ja to Grenada, in the Windward Islands, and that — 


arrangements are now being made through the Colonial Office for his reception and 
maintenance there. > 
It will be seen from the decision of Sir W. Hunt-Grubbe, printed on p. 115 of the — 
correspondence, that King Ja Ja’s maintenance was fixed at not less than 800/. a-year, to 
be-paid annually in quarterly instalments, and this amount, it is fully expected, will be - 
covered by the “comey,” a duty on trade goods hitherto levied by Ja Ja, but mow” 
collected through the Consulate. From remittances already received under this head 
from Vice-Consul Johnston a sum of 237/. 19s. 11d. is now in our hands, to be a plied to — 
this purpose, and it is hoped that the receipts will always suffice to meet the allowanoel ij 
It is necessary, however, that the Colonia! authorities should be assured of regular 
quarterly payment. I am therefore to request that their Lordships will sanction the | 
uarterly issue of 200/. for a period commencing from the Ist December last, that beims 
the date of the sentence, it being understood that the “comey” shall be utilized for 
repayment. The first instalment will be paid out of the sum now in hand. — e 
I am further to request the sanction of their Lordships for the expenses of the 
transport of the prisoner and one or two attendants from Accra to Grenada in one of Het — 
Majesty’s men-of-war. 
I am to request an immediate answer, as the necessity for deportation is urgent. 


I am, &c. oy 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. — 
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No. 81. 


Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 


Sir, Foreign O ce, April 14, 1888. 

_ WITH reference to your letter of the 9th instant, I am ue by the Marquis of 
Salisbury to state, for the information of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, that 
the Island of Grenada has been now definitely fixed upon as the place to which King 
Ja Ja of Opobo is to be deported ; and I am to request that you will move Lord Knutsford 

Cause instructions to be sent to the Governor of the Windward Isiands in order that he 
may be prepared to take the necessary steps for the passing of the Ordinance for the 
Teception and detention of the prisoner. 

I am further to request that confidential telegraphic instructions may be sent to the 
Governor of Accra in order that he may be acquainted with the arrangements made for 
Ja Ja’s deportation, and may make the necessary preparations, but that he be instructed 
Rot to communicate the decision come to by Her Majesty’s Government to the prisoner 
himself until specifically authorized to do so. 

am to inclose, for Lord Knutsford’s information, copy of a letter which has been 
addressed to the Admiralty in regard to the arrangements to be made;+ and am to add 
iat it is desirable that Ja Ja should only be accompanied by a single attendant, as the 
ualty fear that the limited accommodation at their disposal on board a gun-boat 
not admit of more. 
Relatives or other attendants would follow at their convenience by ordinary routes. 
is information should be communicated to the Governor of the Gold Coast, who 
Should teport, by telegraph, any observations that he may have to make, 
th I am to inclose copy of a letter which has been addressed to the Treasury respecting 
€ arrangements for maintenance at Grenada. * 
whi apers are inclosed recording the circumstances which have led to the deportation,t 
ie Lord Knutsford may thiuk it advisable to forward to the Governor of the Windward 
nds for his information. 


Iam, &e. 
§ (Signed) T. V. LISTER. 


No. 82, 

| Foreign Office to Admiralty. 
on Foreign Office, April 14, 1888. 
le I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your 
of the 9th J anuary, containing the decision of Sir W. Hunt-Grubbe, adopted as 
f result of his inquiry into the conduct of King Ja Ja. In reply, I am to state to you, 
x. the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that Lord Salisbury 
°onsiders that the circumstances fully justify Her Majesty’s Government in ratifying the 

Ntence of deportation. 

blac I am to add that Grenada, in the Windward Islands, has been selected for the 
Off. of Ja Ja’s exile, and that arrangements are now being made with the Colonial 

Ce for his reception and maintenance at that place. 
: am further to request that you will move their Lordships to give the necessary 
etuctions for the dispatch of a man-of-war to Accra, at the earliest possible date, for 
Gren envevance of Ja Ja, accompanied by one or two attendants, from that place to 

a. 


th His Lordship will be glad to be informed when the vessel will be ready to embark 
© prisoner. ‘ 
Iam, &c 


| (Signed) —-'T. 'V. LISTER. 
No. 82*, 
Minutes. 


Lord Salisbury, 
TO “ave time, I had these drafts written out and sent off. 
You wish to make any corrections, amended copies can be substituted. 


; ep Oe 
April 14, 1888. 
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My consent ought to have been asked by telegraph. There is a passage implying 
that it is resolved to alter the political status of the Oil Rivers in some way or other, @ 
decision to which I have not assented. | 

April 14, 1888. 8. 





The alterations in the drafts, made by Lord Salisbury, were made in the letters by | | 

Larcom, who, on the 16th April, went round to Admiralty, Colonial Office, and ‘Treasury. 
Cc. 8. 8. 

ee ee ici cl EDEL AD nn aE 7 

No. 83. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office—(Received April 17.) 

Sir, Admiralty, April 16, 1888. — 
I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for — 

the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, in reference to your letter 
of the 14th instant, a copy of the Orders which their Lordships propose’ to send to the — 
Senior Naval Officer at Sierra Leone in regard to the conveyance of King Ja Ja to- 
Grenada. | 
2. My Lords request to be informed if the inclosed orders will earry out the wishes — 

of the Secretary of State. | 





I am, &c. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 





Inclosure in No. 83. 


Admiralty to Senior Naval Officer, Sierra Leone. 
(Telegraphic.) | 
“ICARUS” is to convey Ja Ja and not more than two attendants Grenada, West 
Indies ; then proceed Valparaiso without waiting relief. Arrange with local authorities 
Accra, and report probable date of departure. 


No. 84. 
Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received April 17.) 


Sir, Downing Street, April 17, 1888. 
I AM directed by the Seeretary of State for the Colonies to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Marquis of Salisbury, with reference to your letter of the 14th instant, 
a copy of a letter from Colonel White, transmitting a copy of a letter addressed to him 
by King Ja Ja on the 6th December last, 


I am, &c. i 
(Signed) ROBERT G. W. HERBERT. _ 





















Inclosure 1 in No, 64. 
Colonel White to Colonial Office. . 
Army and Navy Club, Pali Mali, April 10, 1888. — 


OBSERVING by the accounts of the proceedings in Parliament that questions | 
are being asked in reference to King Ja da, I have the honour to transmit copy of 
letter written to me by Ja Ja just as I was leaving the Gold Coast. A 

2. As that letter thanks me for the part I took in the matter, and, further, show® 
how the King views his present situation as one entirely in the hands of Her Majesty’ 
Government, I venture to submit it, may, in some measure, tend to allay any furthe 
a by his friends in England to the course that has been already pursued 

case. 4 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) FRED. B. P. WHITE, Colonel, ; 
Late administering the Government, Gold Coast. — 


Inclosure 2 in No. 84. 

King Ja Ja to Colonel White. | 

Dear Sir, Christiansborg, December 6, 1887. “ag 
AS I understand you will be shortly leaving the Colony for England, I write * 


4 


to thank you for the very kind manner in which you received me and treated me 0? rs 


¢ 
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arrival in Accra, as also for the great consideration which you extended towards 
me ever since. é 

I wish Mrs. White and yourself a safe and prosperous passage home, and I trust 
that if I am permitted to remain in Accra I shall again be under you. 

If you will give me your address, I would like to write to you now and then from any — 


Part of the world where I might find myself. 
’ I remain, &e. 


(Signed) JAJA. 


°° ee Ce ee Tene eRe eee ae Se 


No. 85. 
Acting Consul Johnston to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received April 18.) 


0.12. Africa.) 
Y Lord, Forcados River, Bights of Benin, March 16, 1888. _ 
_ WITH regard to your Lordship’s despatch No. 3 of the 10th February, 1888, 
Which deprecates my action in the establishment of Governing Councils, and asks for 
ai explanations on that subject, I have the honour to make the following obser- 
ns, 
ts 3 The provisions of the West Africa Order in Council of 1885 have been kept fully 
-" View in the establishment of these Councils, and no provision of that Order has been 


‘™ the least degree infringed, nullified, or in any way affected by the formation or 


resulting effect of these Governing Councils, which are in fact, to a great extent, a 
Teconstitution of the Court of Equity, with this important exception, that, as I before 
ked, “all interests are represented,” and not exclusively those of the white traders, 

ad Was the case in the extinct Courts of Equity. Clauses 1 to 6 of Article 4, Part I 
: the Order in Council of 1885 sufficiently meet at present the question of submitting 
°reigners ” to the authority of the Councils, as I confess I can see no reason why, if these 

‘ yerning Councils should receive your Lordship’s sanction, I should not depute 
uthority to them just as I should depute authority to any British Vice-Consuls 
(Lwisionally appointed by me and confirmed in their appointment by your Lordship. 
. may note here, passim, that the statements of certain English newspapers, that I have 
~PPeinted Vice-Consuls in different parts of my district, are absolutely false.) The 
terests of “‘foreigners,” that is to say, the subjects of other European Powers, are, 


Bri Always have been, considered by me as inseparable, as identical with those of — 


Subjects. I fact, I class as foreigners all who enter my district from the exterior 
all hey not natives of the British Protectorate of the Oil Rivers. At the present time 
Rane foreigners, that is to say, all the subjects of non-English Powers residing in my 
= ict, Voluntarily take out certificates of registration, and submit themselves to the 
ction of the Consular Court, and willingly support the Governing Councils, of 
m several instances, they are members. The German subjects especially have 
Zovern: 2004-will and heartiness in affording me loyal support in my Sara a 
vin the Protectorate, which have been among the few gratifying Ce ea : a 
the . "Stateful labour, The native Chiefs also have shown considerable fs rest in 

- Proceedings of their Governing Councils, and the mere fact that they are 
ig promod to meet and deliberate with the European residents of the different rivers 
‘ellow-members of Council has produced a better feeling between the two parties— 
“eam and foreign—than has before existed. Up to the time of writing I ae not 
ih da single complaint against the working of the Councils, while, on the ot “3 and, 
Many places, there are encouraging signs of their activity in useful gi works, 
Ment 1, Bevertheless fully aware that to a legal mind, my attempt at ocal ae 
Lorde tst appear grotesque and full of flaws. But in seeking to deprecate your 
tm Tdship’s rejection and disapproval of my schemes (only intended as ay wae 
bef es to pave the way for permanent institutions) I would place these broad facts 
re your consideration. Here, in this British Protectorate of the Oil Rivers, 
Bins from Benin to the borders of the Cameroons, is a country equal in size to 
Britigh ?t2 @ native population of (at least) 1,000,000 to 2,000,000, and some 600 
paste, Subjects, engaged in a trade of the value of 1,500,000/. yearly. For a year 
Inte 3 important district, taken under British protection and secured from the 
indjysontion of other Powers since the opening of 1885, has had but one single 
et ame to govern it, to serve as Political Agent, Judge, policeman, notary, and 
* Say That individual has been myself, and however unworthily I may have 
te ih numerous functions, I know that throughout the period ree which 


Which, 


a 
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I have performed the duties of Acting Consul, my life has been one of incessant 


work and perpetual exertion. Neve 
in each year to each portion of my district, I found it necessary to. make some 
arrangements to meet the want of local government in the more important rivers, The 
native Chiefs had lost all power for good, and even were they capable of governing their 
own district, they could not be allowed to have jurisdiction over British subjects. How, 
then, was I to meet this problem? On the oneside, I could not permit the Protectorate 
to relapse into lawlessness and thereby occasion strife, bloodshed, stoppage of trade, 
and the excuse for intervention of France or Germany; on the other, there was no 
resident in any part of my district sufficiently qualified to be recommended for any 
Consular or magisterial position; further, I had not received from your Lordship any 
intimation that Her Majesty’s Government had or have in contemplation any scheme 
for the immediate establishment of a permanent and regular administration of this 
Protectorate. ‘To obviate this unsatisfactory state of affairs, the idea of reconstituting 
the Courts of Equity under the improved form of Governing Councils occurred to me 
as an expedient worth trying. The result, so far, has been satisfactory. I do not even 
see why these Governing Councils should disappear when the Protectorate reeeives. that 


- Colonial Government for which it is so desirous and for which it is so ripe. There 


are Governing Councils at Accra, Sierra Leone, and Lagos, on which traders sit as. 
members; why should not the same institution prevail at Old Calabar, Benin, or Bonny.?- 
Traders, no doubt, are apt to be partial in matters of trade; missionaries are prejudiced 
in-questions of morality and education ; doctors, telegraph employés, and native. Chiefs 


eless, as I could only devote a few weeks — 


may also be supposed to be biassed on various subjects which affect their interests, but. 


where all these elements are combined in these different Councils, their united action 
may be regarded as fairly just and impartial. 


In this, however, as in all the important questions touching the welfare of the — 


Protectorate, I trust soon to be able to afford your Lordship the fullest information. 
on ne approaching return to England. : 


would, therefore, ask your Lordship to suspend your decision till then. The great 
pressure of work under which I am at present labouring prevents me from writing at j 


much length on these different subjects, 
I venture to inclose a copy of the Regulations of the Governing Council of Benin, as 
a slightly amended edition of the constitution of these local Council: 


e, &e, 
(Signed) H. H. JOHNSTON. 





Inclosure in No. 85. 


Regulation for the constitution of a Governing Council to manage the local Affairs of Benin 3 


and the Jekri Country. 


President : Her Majesty’s Consul for the Bights of Benin and Biafra. 
Vice-President : David Proudfoot Bleasby, 
Clerk of the. Council: Hugh Wood Farquhar. 
Other Members: John Coxon. 
Heinrich Bey. 


Alfred oe. 
Gili Hence Cook. 
John Walter Clewley. 
John Knox Hutton. 
Nana, Governor of Jekri. 
Chief Nyuma. 
Chief Dudu. 
Chief Awola. 
Chief Nafomi. 
Interpreter of the Jekri language: Chief Nyuma, 
1. The Council will be called “ The Governing Council of Benin,’ 


2. The powers of the Council will be limited to the carrying out of Consular orders, 


the preservation of peace, the maintenance of highways and means of communication, the: 


Zo 
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regulation of commerce, and the hearing in Court of minor ciyil actions and criminal, 
c 2. 


3. No fine can be inflicted by the Council which exceeds 101. in value, nor any,teru® i) 


= | 
| 
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of imprisonment beyond one week, nor corporal punishment to a greater extent than 


twelve lashes, 

.. _ Im the event of any case being brought before the Council wherein after conviction 
It appears to the majority of the members that a penalty exceeding those already 
mentioned should be inflicted, the case must first be submitted to Her Majexty's Consul, 


_ and only after obtaining his written sanction will the Council be enabled to award and 


carry out the increased penalty. 
4. Appeals from the decisions of the Council may be made to Her Majesty’s Consular 
Court, Old Calabar, under the following conditions :— 
(1.) The appeal must be made to Her Majesty’s Consular Court not less than fifteen 
days after the decision upon which the conviction or order was forwarded. 
(2.) The appellant must, within seven days after such decision, serve on the other 
arty and on the Clerk of the Council notice in writing of his intention to appeal, and of 
the general grounds of such appeal. 
.., (3) The appellant must, when giving the notice of appeal as above directed, deposit 
with the Governing Council the full amount of such fines and costs as the Council may 
ve sentenced him to pay, and he must further enter into such recognizances as Her 
Jesty’s Consular Court may direct pending the hearing of such appeal. 
(4.) When the appellant is in custody the Council, should it think fit, may release 
on his entering into such recognizances: or giving such security as may appear 
adequate to insure his presenting himself for the hearing of the appeal. At the same 
€, the Council may, at its own discretion, ditect the appellant to be held in custody 


_ Until the appeal has been heard in Her Majesty’s Consular Court. 


5. The Council is authorized to stop and detain any merchant-vessel entering 
the waters of the British Protectorate of the Oil Rivers when any member of her crew is 
Suspected or convicted of having infringed the Order of the 20th October, 1887, 
Prohibiting the importation, sale, or purchase of machine-guns, cannon, breech-loading 


_ 8uns, bullet-cartridges, &c., and the Council shall be empowered to seize and confiscate 


all arms imported contrary to this Order; but the Council shall release such vessel if the’ 
*son or persons charged with the misdemeanour are surrendered to the custody of the 
Uncil or enter into reeognizances to the amount of 5001. to appear before Her 
Jesty’s Consular Court to answer to the charge. When the person’ charged is the 
‘ ter or owner of the vessel, this latter must also be detained pending the hearing 
rge. 
The Couneil is also empowered to deal in the same way with persons suspected 
of exporting slaves. Few 
_ 6. The verdicts and decisions of the Council shall go by majority of’ votes, the 
President, or, in his absence, the Vice-President, to have the casting vote. 
- Three members shall constitute a quorum. ‘ esis sips . 
8. Half the entire amount of “comey” collected in the river will be granted to’the 
Coun cil, together with all the Court fees and fines, for expenditure in the interests of the 


7 
, _ 9+ The cost of hearing cases in Court by the Council are not to exceed the rate of 
U 10s, per day. This does not include the cost of summons, which are 4s. each. 
10. Cases brought before the Council wherein British subjects solely are concerned 
Must be tried by such members of the Council only as are British subjects. | 
inte i: Cases wherein natives of the Jekri district only are concerned, and where the 
Mterests of Europeans or British subjects are not in any way affected, are to’ be heard 
decided ‘by Nana, Governor of Jekri, and the other native members of Council. 

_, 12. No» case in which natives or native interests are involved is to be tried’ or 
deci ‘by the Council without due notice having been sent to the native members 
th Council, so that an- opportunity may be given them to attend. If they absent 

es from the meeting of the Council after receiving this notice they can raise no 
van objection to the decision or verdict of the Council which has been given in their 
ce, 


Oo 13. At the expiration of every quarter the Clerk of the Council must forward to the 

or his inspection and sanction an exact account of the receipts (fines, fees, &c.) 

= €xpenditure of the Council during the past quarter; he must further send an 

b of the Court books, showing what business has been done during the said quarter 

wd the Governing Council. In cases where the Council considers that a.greater penalty 

Suld be inflicted than it is in the power of the Council to award (vide Regulation 3), the 
erk of the Council must furnish the Consul with a full report of the said case. 


14. The remuneration of the Clerk of the Council is at present fixed at 25]. a-year, 


12 


payable quarterly by the Consul out. of that proportion of the “comey” allotted to the. $ 


Governing Council. 
15, The Council will meet once a-week to transact business. 
meeting will be settled in accordance with the convenience of the majority of members. 
Given at Benin this 3rd day of March, 1888. 


(Signed) 





No. 86. 


Memorandum by Sir C. Hill. 


The day and place of — 


H. H. JOHNSTON, Acting Consul, 


THE following Table of the amount of shipping annually employed by exports from 
the places named were furnished to the Foreign Office in 1882 from estimates by reliable — 
merchants of long experience in the Oil Rivers :— c. 


From the Niger 


Tons of Shipping. 
-- 6,000 


6,000 
.. 4,500 
.. 8,000 
«. 5,000 
-e 2,000 
3,000 





34,000 
6,000 


_ In 1883 Consul Hewett estimated that the value in England of the produce exported — 
annually from the Oil Rivers (including the Niger) was 1,500,000/. i, 
In 1884 the amount of tonnage of British vessels trading in the rivers (still including — 

the Niger) was, judging roughly from the “ Navigation and Shipping Returns,” not more — 
than 120,000 tons. | 
In 1884 Lord Aberdare wrote to Lord Granville that: “The present trade between — 


the region in question [i.e., Oil Rivers and Niger] and Great Britain—imports and _ 


exports—cannot be estimated at less than 3,000,000/. a-year.” 
_ The Manchester Chamber of Commerce also wrote that: “ Owing to the fact that — 
the British Customs Returns give no separate statement of exports to and imports from — 
these Oil Rivers,” it was impossible for them to furnish accurate statistics, but that, — 


“thirty years ago, the annual exports thither of British cottons and other textiles 
amounted to 270,000/., and of other British manufactures to 300,000i. 
value of British cottons and textiles so exported amounted to 458,000/., and of other 
British manufactures to 421,000/.; and the total amount of all British exports in 1882 


4 
i 
* 


In 1882 the 


was 1,078,800/.. Last year the exports of cotton goods alone to this part of the West — 
Coast of Africa amounted to 788,000/.; all these exports from the United Kingdom — 
being in addition to British manufactures shipped to France and Germany for re-expor- — 
tation to Western Africa. That the total value of imports from these native States in — 
Western Africa amounted in 1882 to 1,582,900/., and that the merchants engaged in — 


that trade also e 


and it is estimated that the total volume of trade thus carried on annually 
merchants now amounts to not less than 3,000,000/.” 


xport from there much of their produce to other European countries, — 
by British — 


The “ Navigation and Shipping Returns” for the year 1886 show that the total ? 
rts of the United 


tonnage of British vessels entering the 
ballast from the Western Coast of 


dom with cargoes and in | 
ica (not particularly designated) amounted to — 


91,236 tons, whilst those which cleared amounted to 104,993 tons. 


N.B.—These Returns exclude British possessions on the Gambia and at Sierra Leone. 
The same publication gives the following Tables of Imports and Exports from the — 


same district :— 


1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 


Imports. 


£ 
1,582,933 
1,617,318 
1,360,408 
1,131,097 
973,165 
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Exports. 
£ 
1882 wd és es ee ee +s ee «+ 1,078,794 
1883 ‘ie Je oe ee oe oe ha -- 1,493,017 
1884 e oe es a <p ae ee «+ 1,320,338 
1885 we ss ve ee ee és a es 984,521 
1886 as we ee as <i <e ws od 870,617 
Foreign Office, April 18, 1888. 
No. 87. 
Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 18, 1888. 


. WITH reference to my letter of the 14th instant relative to the deportation ot 
King Ja Ja, I am directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to transmit herewith, for the 
ormation of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, copy of the reply received from the 
dmiralty to the letter from this Department communicated in my letter above referred 
to ;* and to state that Lord Salisbury has concurred in the proposed telegraphic instruc- 

ons to the Senior Naval Officer at Sierra Leone. ; 
Tam to suggest that the information therein contained should be communicated 

by telegraph to the Governor of the Gold Coast. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 


EE RAE RENT omy EIEN ERE OR 


No. 88. 


Foreign Office to Admiralty. 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 18, 1888, 

. WITH reference to your letter of the 16th instant relative to the conveyance of 
King Ja Ja to Grenada, [ am directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to request you to 
inform the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that his Lordship concurs in the 
9 “gtaphic instructions which it is proposed to address to the Senior Naval Officer at 
terra Leone on the subject. eae 
«1 Lord Salisbury would be glad to learn as soon as possible when Her Majesty’s ship 

" is expected to reach Accra. f 

am to add that, in Lord Salisbury’s opinion, it is desirable that Ja Ja should be 
“Onveyed direct from Accra to Grenada without touching anywhere. 


Iam, &e. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 


EES SC ZB as MED TRS RISO 


No. 89. 


Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received April 19.) _ 


= Downing Street, April 19, 1888. 

isin. AM directed by Lord Knutsford to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 

Salj stant relating to Ja Ja, and to transmit to you, to be laid before the Marquis of 
sbury, the accompanying copies of a telegram which was sent to the Governor of the 


Gol Coast on the 16th instant, and of his reply received this morning. 


ving regard to the opinion expressed by Sir B. Griffith as to the possible danger 
det Ja’s life in the event of his being sent without any of his family, Lord Knutsford 


to hg me to inquire whether Lord Salisbury proposes to make any alteration with regard 
Larngements for sending him to the West Indies. 
received” Knutsford will not send any telegram to Governor Sendall until your reply is 


lam, &c. 
(Signed) R. H. MEADE. 
Seana can i ate 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 89. 


Lord Knutsford to Governor Sir W. B. Griffith. 


(Telograghs Downing Street, April 16, 1888. 

IT been decided to send man-of-war to convey Ja Ja Windward Islands. 
Accommodation cannot be provided for more than one attendant on board. Relatives 
and others must go by mail-steamer, if necessary. How many does he want? You 
should not communicate to Ja Ja destination until specifically authorized, but you are 
informed confidentially, in order to enable you make necessary preparations. Telegraph — 
any suggestions. | 





Inclosure 2 in No. 89. 
Governor Sir W. B. Griffith to Lord Knutsford. 


sae Accra, April 18, 1888. 
EFERRING to your telegram of 16th April, advise[d] that person named may 
proceed head-quarters Windward Islands, accompanied by son at first as well as attendant. — 
Cannot be too cautious with him, for fear of death from nostalgia. [He] should be — 
gently treated. Requires four other passages. | 





No. 90. 


Colonial Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 20.) 


Sir, Downing Street, April 19, 1888. 
I AM directed by Lord Knutsford to transmit to you, to be laid before the Marquis — 

of Salisbury, a copy of a despatch, with inclosures in original, from the Governor of the — 
Gold Coast Colony, showing that the expenses incurred by the Colony, on account of the — 
ata of Ja Ja and his followers at Accra, up to the 31st December last, amounted 10 — 
2171. 10s. 

Tam to request you to move the Marquis of Salisbury to cause this sum to be 
repaid to the Crown Agents for the Colonies, to be credited to the funds in their hands — 
belonging to the Gold Coast Colony. 


all Am 7 -o 


1 am, &c. 


(Signed) ' R. H. MEADE. 
EE 


Inclosure 1 in No. 90. 


] 


Governor Sir W. B. Griffith to Sir H. Holland. 









Government House, Christiansborg Castle, Gold Coast, 

Sir, Accra, March 15, 1888. | 
IN continuation of my despatch of the 8th ultimo, and referring to 
correspondence noted in the margin,* I have the honour to transmit a State 
supp vouchers, of the expenditure incurred by this Government on account of 8° 
detention of Ja Ja and ‘his followers at Accra to the 31st December, 1887, which — 
amoiitits to the sum of 217/. 12s., and to request that, with your approval, steps may Pe 
taken for recovering the same. a 
; I have, &c. | = 

(Signed) W. BRANDFORD GRIFFITH 


i 








* Administrator, October 5; Secretary of State, 21st November, 1887. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 90. 


Statement of Sums paid by the Government of the Gold Coast Colony on account of 
King Ja Ja of Opobo, now a Political Prisoner at Accra, 




















. Number 
ste. Particulars. of Voucher. Amonnt. 
a ee =a ae 
1887 £ os. d. 
®| Allowance to King Ja Ja, 3rd to 31st October, 1887, at 20s. per diem . 48 29 0 0 
10 Articles supplied to ditto os °* ee ee * 95 () Mills BPS 
12] Pay of carriage-men wi King Ja Ja’s son “- o- oe 118 9.7 6 
20 Articles supplied to King Ja Ja me - - os 155 414 6 
24 Extra remuneration to boatmen landing King Ja Ja e ae 172 1 0 0 
N 81] Allowance to King Ja Ja for November .. me oi ee 267 30 0 0 
ov. 2] Pay of King Ja Ja’s washerman for October se os os 36 110 0 
% cook a cs oe 37 200 
Allowance to Chiefs Cookey Jam and Shu Peterside, from 12th to 
31st October, at 5s. each per diem ., ee oe ee 38 10 0 0 
3 House rented for King Ja Ja, 3rd to 10th October, at 72/. per annum . 47 512 3 
1.4 17 Allowance to Chiefs Cookey Jam and Shu Peterside, November 1887 . 134 15 0 0 
1} House rented for King Ja Ja, November 1887 ., *. . - 6 0 0 
5 | Wages of cook and washerman for ditto . 7 is Se on 23 310 0 
; “rg to King Ja Ja and his Chiefs for December 08 os 5 es +. y 
ing King Ja Ja and | 30th September . +. *. 
13 “ig Prince Ja Ja aiid: fe OEMaES 12th October “se oe 149 010 6 
Conveying Consul Johnston on board steam-ship “Sherbro”.. oe 151 010 6 
21 | Half-trip, landing Consul Johnston, 28th November a oe 234 05 8 
27 | Bath-tub, &c., supplied KingJaJa we “6 . 260 110 0 
29 House rented for King Ja Ja, December .. oe .* ** 865 6 0 0 
31] Allowance to King Ja Ja for January 1888 ee ee +. 448 31 0 0 
Wages of washerman and cook for December 1887 ns 449 310 0 
217 12 oO 
(Signed) C. PIKE, Treasurer. 
Treasury, Accra, February 29, 1888. 
_ Certified correct, 
(Signed) Henry Barrier, Auditor, 


Gold Coast and Lagos. 
March 5, 1888. 





Voucher No. 48. 
Tar Government, Dr. to King Ja Ja of Opobo, for the Month of October, 1887. 





















Date 
Y Service or Article. Rate. Amount. 
Dee — TT 
Oot?” | | ae ae 
’ Advance of allowance made to me . 3rd to 31st | 1/. per day 2 0 0 


October, 
inclusive 








Amounting to 29/., which I certify is correct. | : 
(Signed) R. J. NORRIS, Lieutenant, 
lst West India Regiment. 


Received the amount specified in the foregoing Warrant. 7 
0 (Signed) KING JA JA. 
Ctober 5, 1887, (Per Eli J. Sago). 


. Approved, 
(Signea) Frep. B. P. Wurte, Colonel, 


Oct abi 4, 1887 Administrator. 


76 
Voucher No. 95. 


Tar Government, Dr. to Thomas F. Bruce, for the Month of October, 1887. 








Quantity or 
Period. 









Service or Article. 





To articles supplied Her Majesty s Consul, as per bill .. 


Amounting to 18I. 1s., which I certify is correct. 
(Signed) P. HUGHES, 


Acting Colonial Secretary. 


Received the amount specified in the foregoing Warrant. 
(Signed) THOS. F. BRUCE. 


October 12, 1887. 


Approved, 
(Signed) F. B. P. Warts, Adminstrator. 


SS 


Voucher No. 118. 
Tar Government, Dr. to Quaow and Six others, for the Month of October, 1887. 











Date. Service or Article. meenenn Sa) OO Amount. 
ee TT — ei 
1887. 5 Ses 
Oct. 12| Being our pay for conveying King Ja Ja’s son, with 7 men At ls. 0...7 
two others, and Assistant Inspector Forbes, from 
the , Accra, to the Castle, Christiansborg, 
on the 11th instant 
Amounting to 7s., which I certify is correct. 
(Signed) JOS. WORALL, Acting Treasurer. 
Received the amount specified in the foregoing Warrant. 
(Signed) QUAOW, his x mark. 
MENSAH, ditto. 


(For ourselves and five others.) 
October 12, 1887. 


Witness, 
(Signed) H. Wa. BLAwFaust. 


Approved by order, 
(Signed) P. Hueues, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 


78 
Voucher No. 267. 
Tur Government, Dr. to King Ja Ja of Opobo, for the Month of October, 1887. 











Date. Service or Article. Quantity oF | Rate. Amount. 
1887 Los. d, 
Oct. 31] Allowance for the month of November, 1887 30 0 0 





Amounting to 30/., which I certify is correct. 
igned R. J. NORRIS, Lieutenant, 
lst West India Regiment, Private Secretary. 


Received the amount specified in the foregoing Warrant. 

(Signed) KING JA JA. 
Per Eli J. Sago.) 

October 31, 1887. | 


Approved, ; 
(Signed) Frep. B. P. Wuire, Administrator. 





Voucher No. 36. 


fur Government, Dr. to Henry Laryea, for the Month of October, 1887. 

















Date. Service or Article. WOON OTL Rated Amount. 
1887 £ ea 
Nov. 2} Services rendered tc King Ja Ja as washerman, for the ae 30s. 110 0 
month of October, 1887 per month 





Amounting to 1/. 10s., which I certify is correct. . 
(Signed) JOS. WORALL, Acting Treasurer. 


Received the amount specified in the foregoing Warrant. 
(Signed) HENRY LARYEA, his x mark. 
November 2, 1887. 
Witness, 
(Signed) T. N. TEIscHer. 


Approved, 
(Signed) Frep. B. P. WuIte, Adminstrator. 




















81 
Voucher No. 2. 
Tar Government, Dr. to Basel Mission Factory, for the Month of N ovember, 1887, 











Date. Service or Article. Quantity or | Rate. | Amount. 
1887 » ee ee 
Noy. 30] To house rented at Christiansborg, facing the sea, for| 30 days 62. 6 0 O 
officers’ quarters, from Ist to 30th November, 1887, 
at 62. per month. 


(Authority, M. P. 522 of 14th February, 1885;) 


This house is at present occupied b King Ja Ja, of 
Opobo.—C. C. 5. * 
December 2, 1887. 


AI LIED aa SEALE, FI aah aa NEs iP A mR TRIE” WEN at Aa 
Amounting to 6/., which T certify is correct. 
(Signed) M. JONES, Acting Surveyor-General. 


Received the amount specified in the foregoing Warrant. 


or Basel Mission Factory), 
“ signed) G. GAUGER. 
Accra, December 1, 1887. 


Approved. 


Voucher No. 23. 


THE Government, Dr. to Henry Laryea and D. Mensah, for the Month of 
November, 1887. 














Date. Service or Article. peng 
1887 
Dee, 


2| To pay due us as cook and washerman of King 
Ja Ja, for the month of November, 1887, as 


under— 
Henry Laryea, washerman .. ..| 1 month 
D. Mensah, cook .. «é -»|  1Lmonth 


* ; . : ifv i be , 
Amounting to 3/. 10s., which F ously is ero WORALL, Acting Treasurer. 


: wghg ing Warrant. 
Received the amount specified in the foregoing (Signed) TATA. 
December 5, 1887. 


_ Approved, 
(Signed) W. B. Grirrirn, Governor. 


[502] Y 
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Voucher No. 24. 


THE Government, Dr. to King Ja Ja and his Chiefs, for the Month of December, 1887. 4 


Quantity or - Rate. Amount. 











Period. 
Zw & 
2 to King Ja Ja and his Chiefs, for the month 

of December, 1887, as under — . 
Ja Ja os ee “se --| 31 days 20s. 31 0 0 

per day 
Chief Cookey Jam os oe -.| 31 days 5s. 715 0 

per day 
Chief Shu Peterside ox ee --| 31 days 5s. 4.158 

4610 0 | 


Amounting to 46/7. 10s., which I certify is correct. 
(Signed) JOS. WORALL, Acting Treasurer. 


Received the amount specified in the foregoing Warrant. 
(Signed) JA JA. 
COOKEY JAM. 
December 5, 1887. SHOO PETERSIDE. 


Approved, 
(Signed) W. B. Grirritu, Governor. 


Voucher No. 58. 
THE Government, Dr. to F. and A. Swanzy, for the Month of September, 1887. 





Sept. 30 | Landing King Ja Ja and luggage from steam-ship 
* Calabar” 





Amounting to 1/. 1s., which I ce is correct. 
(Sion ) JOS. WORALL, Acting Treasurer. 


Received the amount specified in the foregoing Warrant. 
(Signed) W. WATERS. 


December 6, 1887. 


Voucher No, 149. 
Tue Government, Dr. to Messrs. F. and A. Swanzy, Contractors, for the Month of 








October, 1887. 
Date. Service or Article. Lena Rate, Amount. 
£e. @ 
010 6 


1887 
Oct. 12] One trip surf-boat, landing Prince Ja Ja and two 
others from steam-ship “ Benin” 


Amounting to 10s. 6d., which I certify is correct. 
(Signed) ALEX. ALLAN, Acting Treasurer. 


Received the amount specified in the foregoing Warrant. 
| (Signed) W. WATERS. 
December 13, 1887. 
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Voucher No. 151. 


THE Government, Dr. to Messrs, F. and A. Swanzy, Contractors, for the Month of 


October, 1887, 








Date. Service or Article. 


LL si 





ee 
1887 


7| One trip surf-boat, for conveying Consul Johnston and 
luggage to steam-ship ** Sherbro ” 


Amounting to 10s. 6d., which I certify is correct. 


(Signed) JOS. WORALL, Acting Treasurer. 
Received the amount specified in the foreeoin Warrant. | 
a a (Signed) W. WATERS. 
December 18, 1887. ; | 


a ecco aoe 


Voucher No. 234, 


Tuy Government, Dr. to Messrs. F. and A. Swanzy, 


Contractors, for the Month of 
December, 1887. 














‘ ‘ Quantity or 
Service or Article. Patan: Rate. 











To half-trip surf-boat landing Consul Johnston from 4 
outside the surf 


coh 


one 
oR 


10s. 6d. 


Amounting to 5s. 3d., which I certify is correct. 


(Signed) JOS. WORALL, Acting Treasurer. 
Received the amount specified in the foregoing 


Warrant. 
(Signed) W. WATERS. 
December 21, 1887, 
ng EEE OS a ST 
ay Voucher No. 260. 
° the Colonial Treasurer : 
Credit the Public Accounts of this Colony with the sum of 1. 10s., bein the 
vert the undermentioned articles supplied by the Surveyor-General to King Ja Ja, 
e faa 
Sieve md? <2 on Seis sade A 
110 0 
(Signed) W. BRANDFORD GRIFFITH, Governor. 
Government House, Christiansborg, 


December 27, 1887 


$4 
Voucher No. 365. 


Tue Government, Dr. to Bas¢l Mission Factory, for the Month of December, 1887. 









1887 
Dec. 31] To house rented at Christiansborg, facing the sea, for 
officers’ yen from Ist to 3lst December, 1887, 


at 62. per month. 
(Authority, M. P. 522 of 14th February, 1885.) 
This house is at present occupied by King Ja Ja, of 
Opobo. 


(Signed) Jos. Worart, 
Acting Treasurer. 


Amounting to 6l., which I certify is correc 
(Signed) "3 OHN PAGAN, SuseayonSiaaal 


December 21, 1887. 


Received the amount specified in the foregoing Warran 
(For Basel Mission Factory), 
(Signed) G. GAUGER. 


Accra, December 29, 1887. cf 
Approved. 3 





Voucher No. 448. 
Tux Government, Dr. to King Ja Ja, for the Month of December, 1887. 





Date. Rate Amount 
Dec. 31| Allowance to King Ja Ja for the month of January,| 31 days 20s. 31 0 ee 
. 1888 per day 


Amounting to 811., which I certify is correct. | 
(Signed) JOS. WORALL, Acting Treasurer: | 


Received the amount specified in the foregoing Warran e 
“(Signed) JA —_ 


December $1, 1887. 


Witness, 
cae DANIEL OGOLo. 


hignsis W. B. Grirrirs, Governor. 





$3 


Voucher No. 449. 


THE Government, Dr. to D. Mensah and Henry Laryea, for the Month of 
December, 1887. 











Service or Article. 





LS Se SEE 







1887 £8. d. 
- 81] ‘To pay due us as cook and washerman of King 
Ja Ja, for the month of December, 1887, as : 
under— eir 
D. Mensah, cook ., ; 2305-0 7, 3 
per month 
Henry Laryea, washerman S< 2 31 days 30s. 110 0 x 
per month marks 
ay SEO 





to 31. 10s., which I certify is correct. 
(Signed) JOS. WORALL, Acting Treasurer, 
Received the amount specified in the foregoing Warrant. 
pec e foregoing (Sioned) TA JA 
December 31, 1887. 


Witness, 
(Signed) DANIEL Ogoto. 


Approved, 
(Signed) W. B. Grirritra, Governor. 


Amounting 


No. 91, 
Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 
Sir 


Foreign Office, April 20, 1888. 
... WITH reference to your letter of the 19th ultimo relative to the medical super- 
wt of Ja Ja, and the question of some allowance being granted to Dr. Waldron for 
inform poe C8 him, I am directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to request that you will 
. ord Knutsford that, if he will cause a definite claim for services rendered b 
wh aldron to be forwarded to this Department, his Lordship will be able to decide 
ther it will be possible to remunerate him. 
Iam, &ce. 


(Signed) | D V. LISTER. 


No. 92. 
Foreign Office to Admiralty. 


Foreign Office, April 20, 1888, 
the WITH reference to the letter from this Department of the 18th instant respecting 
th tha wsures to be adopted for the transport of King Ja Ja from Accra to his destination 
Indward Isles, IT am directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to request that you 
Bes the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to cause his Lordship to be 
“Tobe Whether there will be sufficient accommodation on board Her Majesty’s ship 


Sir, 


Servants, to allow of his being accompanied by his son, one companion, and four 


exkit is Considered by the Governor of the Gold Coast that there is some fear of the 
tisk o¢ & Ying from home-sickness, and that, in order to avoid as much as possible al] 


und of such 9 catastrophe, he should be treated with all the consideration practicable 
*t the Circumstances, 
| & 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER, 
[502] 
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No. 93. 
Question asked in the House of Commons, April 23, 1888. 


Sir Robert Fowler,—To ask the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, whether the 
report is true that King Ja Ja is about to be removed from Accra to some other 
place. 


Answer. 


I believe that he has already gone. As I informed the House, the recommendation 
of the Naval Commander-in-chief that Ja Ja should be removed from the coast was 
approved by Her Majesty’s Government, and he will reside at one of the West India _ 
Islands. 7 





No. 94. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office—(Received April 24.) | 


Sir, Admiralty, April 24, 1888. 
WITH reference to previous correspondence, and to your letter of the 20th instant, 
in which you ask whether accommodation could be provided on board the “Icarus” for 
the son of Ja Ja, one companion, and four attendants, [ am commanded by my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to request that you will state to the Marquis of 
Salisbury that there will be considerable difficulty in providing accommodation in the 
“Tearus”’ (which is only a sloop, and the only ship available) for Ja Ja and two 
attendants, as requested in the Foreign Office letter of the 14th instant, and that orders 
have already been sent by telegraph to the Commander of the “Icarus” to provide for — 
the accommodation of Ja Ja and two attendants only. 
2. My Lords desire me to add that accommodation could not be provided for Ja Ja’s — 
son and other attendants without very great inconvenience. 


I am, &e. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. — 
1 
No. 95. 7 




















Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Received April 24.) 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Admiralty, April 24, 1888. | 
I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for the — 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, decypher of a telegram, dated — 
the 23rd April, from the Senior Officer, Sierra Leone, with reference to the conveyance 
of King Ja Ja to Grenada. | 


Lam, &c. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 





Inclosure in No. 96. 
The Senior Naval Officer, Sierra Leone, to Admiralty. 


CRetegrap hic) | Sierra Leone, April 23, 1888. 
“ICARUS ” most probably will arrive at Accra 7th; date of leaving, day after. 
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No. 96. 
Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 25, 1888. 

___ WITH reference to the letter from your Department of the 19th instant on the 
Subject of the intended deportation of King Ja Ja to the Windward Islands, I am 
directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to request that you will move Lord Knutsford to 
cause the accompanying telegram to be addressed to the Governor of the Gold Coast, 
Siving him instructions as to the course he is to pursue in the matter. 

{ am to add that, in Lord Salisbury’s opinion, it would be better not to telegraph on 
the subject to the Governor of the Windward Islands until the Governor of the Gold 
Coast has reported the departure of the “ Icarus.” 

This his Lordship would suggest that he should be instructed to do by telegraph. 


Iam, &e. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 





Inclosure in No. 96. 
Draft Telegram to Governor of Gold Coast. 
“ICARUS” expected to arrive 7th May and leave following day. Admiralty say 


she cannot take more than two attendants. Arrange for those most suitable. Others 
‘an follow by ordinary routes. Give Ja Ja sufficient notice of departure, but not more. 





No. 97. 
Foreign Office to Admiralty. 


Ai Foreign Office, April 27, 1888. 
WITH reference to your two letters of the 24th instant respecting the proposed 
gc Portation of Ja Ja from Accra to the Windward Islands, I am directed by the Marquis of 
bury to transmit {o you herewith, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 0 
the Admiralty, copy of a letter and of its inclosure which was addressed to Her Majesty’s 
; ferment of State for the Colonies on receipt of your two communications above 
erred to,* 


Iam, &c. 





No. 98. 


Colonial Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 30.) 


Sir, Downing Street, April 28, 1888. 
__ I AM directed by Lord Knutsford to acknowledge the receipt of your a “ar 

25th instant, transmitting the draft of a telegram to be sent to the Governor o) = e S : 
t on the subject of the intended deportation of Ja Ja to the W indward Islands, nar 

4m to transmit to you, for the information of the Marquis of Salisbury, a copy oF the 

telegram as actually sent. eres. 
Lord Salisbury will perceive that a few trifling alterations have been e in 

Wording of the telegram, in order to adapt it to the telegraph code. 





* No. 96. 


Ss 
Inclosure in No. 98. 
Lord Knutsford to Governor Sir W. B. Griffith. 


elegraphic. Downing Street, April 27, 1888. 
REPERRIN G to your telegram of the 18th April, Her Majesty’s ship “Icarus” 
expected to arrive 7th May, leaving on or about next day. The Admiralty say she can — 
take only two attendants. Arrange for those most suitable. Others can proceed by 
mail-steamer. Sufficient notice must be given to Ja Ja before departure, but not more. 


Report by telegram departure. 





No. 99. 
Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received May :.) 


Sir, Downing Street, April 30, 1888. 

I AM directed by Lord Knutsford to request that you will lay before the Marquis 
of Salisbury, with reference to the letter from this Department of the 28th instant and 
eee correspondence, the accompanying copy of a telegram from the Governor of the — 

indward Islands, which appears to mean that a residence may be found for Ja Ja in the — 
Grenadines, but that he has some doubt whether they may not be considered too lonely. — 

The Grenadines are a chain of small islands extending from St. Vincent to Grenada, 
some of which are attached to the Government of Grenada and the rest to that of — 
St. Vincent. The largest of the islands is Carriacon, which has an area of 6,913 acres 
and a population 5,154 persons. There is a resident medical officer on Carriacon. q 

It appears to Lord Knutsford that it might be better to send Ja Ja to one of the 
larger islands suggested in the despatch addressed to Governor Sendall on the 4th April, | 
as he would then be under the personal observation of the Governor or Officer administering — 
the Government, and better medical assistance would be available if wanted. But, as — 
Ja Ja is not to leave the Gold Coast until the 8th May, and the despatch to which — 
Governor Sendall refers ought to arrive on the 14th, Lord Salisbury may think it best to 
See Mr. Sendall’s reasons for suggesting the Grenadines before coming to any — 

ecision. 
_ ‘The next mail to Grenada leaves London on Tuesday night, the 1st May, and is due 
there about the 16th. 


- “ a 


Lam, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT G. W. HERBERT. 





Inclosure in No. 99. 
Governor Sendall to Lord Knutsford. 





(Telegraphic. (Received April 28, 1888.) 
YOUR Ceoihdeiutia despatch of 4th April. Residence lonely Grenadines. Despatch — 
follows by mail. 4 





No. 100. 
Acting Consul Johnston to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received May 1, 12°30 P.M.) 


elegraphic. Bonny, May 1, 1888, 11 a.m. 
3 Pahvine Calabar 12th May, arriving at home 6th June. . 





No. 101. 
The Marquis of Salisbury to Acting Consul Johnston. 


(Relegraphic.) Foreign Office, May 1, 1888, 4:15 pat. 
“WHO will take charge of Consulate ? a 
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No. 102. 


Acting Consul Johnston to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received May 3.) 


he 13. Africa. Confidential.) 

y Lord, Forcados Rivers, March 16, i888. 

_ RESPECTING my letter of the 11th December, 1887, to Mr. Farquhar, agent to 
Messrs. Miller Brothers in Benin, and your Lordship’s telegram and despatch No. 2 of 
the ] s February on the same subject, I have the honour to make the following 
_ Temarks, 
am . Messrs. Miller Brothers’ assurance to your Lordship, that neither they nor their 
 4gents had ever offered any “obstruction ” to Consular authority in Opobo, is scarcely 

__ Worthy of credit, when only as far back as October last (my absence from Old Calabar 
prevents me from ascertaining the exact date of this communication) your Lordship 
_ Caused a letter to be written to that firm from the Foreign Office, warning them of the 
____ 8€rious position in which their agent at Opobo might find himself if, in obedience to the 
= Orders sent out by his firm, he refused to obey my prohibition of trade with Ja Ja. As 
_ iM that instance, Messrs, Miller Brothers’ agent deliberately announced his intention to 
_ Gsobey my order, and thereby put the naval authorities with whom I was co-operating 
expense and trouble, I certainly considered it an act of obstruction to my authority, 
cP » as such, an offence against the Order in Council of 1885. Again, when, in the earlier 
__ Part of the troubles at Opobo, Captain Hand and myself had arrived at a friendly settle- 
Ment with Ja Ja, and the then King of Opobo had consented to sign the Agreement of 
fee she 5th August, he took counsel with Messrs. Miller Brothers’ agent, and the latter 
a: advised him, by his own admission, “to sign under protest,” this advice unfortunately 
| fading Ja Ja to believe that he was in no way bound by his agreement, and giving rise 
pe to all the subsequent troubles. 
| ae q Because I did not think it necessary to inflict peevish complaints on your Lordship 
during my conflict with Ja Ja, your Lordship has little idea of the way in which I was 
ae hampered, annoyed, and defied at different times by Miller Brothers’ agent in Opobo. 
a On one occasion, when the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “‘ Goshawk ” and myself 
4 Were forwarding important mails on the Ja Ja question to England, and had placed our 
4 ag on board a certain steamer in the river for transmission to England (apart 
_ _°m our indisputable right to do so, the captain of the steamer in question had invited 
_ 4S to send our mails by his shi as he was making a rapid and direct passage home), 
es M <! y P; g p Pp b d 
_ 4_Ssrs. Miller Brothers’ agent, Mr. A. H. Turnbuli, deliberately went on board, 
Be Temoved the mail-bags from the captain’s cabin, and sent them back to the house on 
_ Shore where I was staying, I being at the time absent in the interior. On my return, 
_ ; S4mmoned Mr. Turnbull before Her Majesty’s Conslar Court to answer to the charge of 
Ing in unlawful! possession of Her Majesty’s mails, but, eventually, as he expressed his 
_ Seat regret for the manner in which he had acted, I accepted the humble apology he 
_ “€ndered to Captain Pelly and myself, and prosecuted the matter no further. 
a the; I am firmly convinced that but for Messrs, Alex. Miller Brothers greed of gain tee 
ee ear desire to retain the monopoly of the Opobo trade, King Ja Ja would never have 
| avlntained his policy of obstruction, nor have placed himself in opposition to the 
_ q -Srent Consular and naval officials who have been concerned in the affairs of Opobo 
ths ng the past two years. Miller Brothers have taken great care to avoid any egal 
ne pation in Ja Ja’s acts of coercion, violence, or defiance to British authority, but if 
_ oral proof were of any weight, it is Miller Brothers rather than Ja Ja who should be 
Bat te to suffer for the wrongs done in Opobo. Ja Ja believed to the last that Miller 
r ee were stronger than the Consular authority, and his belief is not shattered yet, 
| hs use he is still encouraged to hope that Messrs. Miller Brothers’ influence with your 
F p will prevail to replace him in his country. ; 
Ja Ja had a perfect right to trade exclusively with any one firm, such as Miller 
Tothers, and Miller Brothers, by arrangements as to prices, or agreements not to trade in 
™ Interior, or any other private conditions they chose to accede to at Ja Ja’s request, 
“hin entitled thus to endeavour to monopolize the Opobo trade ; but Ja Ja had no right 
of establish a « boycotting ” system against other traders in the river, nor to pr event such 
1S subjects trading with them as chose to do so, provided that the traders infringed 
| ee 01 his legal and recognized rights ; also, Messrs. Miller Brothers’ agent would have 
| hare themselves liable to a criminal prosecution in Her Majesty’s Consular Court 
et they incited or abetted Ja Ja in using any illegal methods of stopping or curtailing 
F the evals’ trade. That they were responsible in the past for inciting Ja Ja to overstep 
% as a legality in dealing with the other merchants of the river I have ee 
2 
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moral proof—possibly, if I searched for it, I might find legal proof; but I have been so 
averse to stirring up the dirty water of the old trading quarrels in Opobo, and thereby 
embittering the bitter feud between Miller Brothers and the other firms established in’ 
that river, a feud which I have steadily endeavoured to heal, that I refrained from 
inquiring more than necessary into past intrigues, and contented myself with warning 
Miller Brothers’ agent as to the future. Should I at any time find any British or British- 
protected subject to be legally proved guilty of inciting any native of the British Protec- 
torate to disregard my advice, to obstruct or attack me in the exercise of my duty, or to 
prevent by unlawful means any British or British-protected subject from carrying on a lawful 
trade in the Protectorate, I should certainly consider it my duty, acting with the powers 
conferred on me by the Order in Council of 1885, and previous Orders in Council Sealing 
_ with Consular jurisdiction in the Oil Rivers and not yet revoked, to deport such a person 
so acting from the Protectorate, either permanently or for a time, if I considered his acts 
as having caused or likely to cause a serious conflict between natives and the British 
authorities, and a consequent loss of life. 

I may add, although I do not in any way wish to shirk the responsibility of my 
letter to Mr. Farquhar, that this letter was written by the advice and with the knowledge 
of Admiral Sir Walter Hunt-Grubbe on the occasion of his last visit to Opobo. ne 
Admiral himself entertained a strong opinion about the conduct of Messrs. Miller 
Brothers’ agents in Opobo, his opinion being based on matters which had come to his 
notice during his investigation of the charges brought against King Ja Ja. Before 
leaving Opobo, as Mr. Farquhar was unfortunately prevented from reaching that place 
in time for the Admiral’s visit, Sir Walter Hunt-Grubbe had an interview with Mr. 
Farquhar’s predecessor, Mr. Turnbull, and although I was not present at this interview, 1 
understood that the Admiral cautioned Messrs. Miller Brothers’ agent verbally in terms 
somewhat similar to those used in my letter to Mr. Farquhar, of which your Lordship 
disapproves. | 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) © H. H. JOHNSTON. © 
P.S.—I am writing under the presumption that the copy of my letter of the 11th 
December, forwarded to your Lordship by Messrs. Miller Brothers, was correct. I am 
unfortunately absent from Old Calabar, so that I cannot refer to the draft of the letter 
in question, which is in the office of Her Majesty’s Consulate. 


H, Ho dla 








No. 103. 
Acting Consul Johnston to the Marquis of Salisbury—(Received May 3.) 


No. 14. Africa.) : x 
y Lord, Bonny, March 19, 1888. — 
WITH regard to your Lordship’s despatch No. 5, Africa, of the 16th February lass 
asking for information to enable your Lordship to reply to questions raised by the 
Chairman of the African Direct Telegraph Company, as to what authority I acted unde? 
in claiming (and, I presume, exercising) the right of censorship over telegrams sent PY 
Ja Ja relating to his affairs, I have the honour to make the following reply. | 
I had no official connection with whatever action was taken by Colonel White (late 
administering the Gold Coast Government) at Accra with reference to submittiMé 
Ja Ja’s telegrams to Government censorship in the Gold Coast Colony ; but I rememD& 
that gentleman informing me that he thought it necessary to take some steps toware® 
ascertaining what messages Ja Ja might be transmitting and receiving while remainiMS 
as a political prisoner at Accra, and with regard to the then critical condition of Opo?® 
I thought it a very wise precaution. ee 
Colonel White, I believe, fully satisfied himself as to the legality of the step he W& 
ae but I am naturally quite unable to reply further on his behalf, as whatever he 6) 
he did on his own responsibility, and will no doubt be able to defend his action throug” 
the proper channels. af 
__ The only part of the question for which I hold myself directly responsible was &% 
action I took at Bonny in the month of September last, in putting a censorship for % 
or seven days on all telegrams sent from Opobo vii Bonny and Brass. The author? 
under which I acted (presuming that, as a Government official, I was acting in the na™ 





9] 
of the British Government) was Article VII of the International Telegraph Convention, 


= executed at Berlin, 17th September, 1885, which sets forth that “the High Contracting 


arties reserve to themselves the power to stop the transmission of any private telegram 
Which may appear dangerous to the security of the State, or which may be contrary to 
the laws of the country, to public order, &c.” Before issuing the order about submit- 
Ing Opobo telegrams to censorship, I wrote privately (to avoid any misunderstanding) to 
€ Telegraph Superintendent at Bonny, inquiring whether he would recognize my 
authority to issue such order, and whether, if issued, he would conform to it. He replied 
that he did recognize my authority to give the order in question, and that if sent to him 

m writing he would conform to it. The same thing occurred at Brass. 
As a matter of fact, the transmission of no telegram was stopped during the few days 


™ which the censorship was in force. 


My chief reason in ordering that Opobo telegrams should be submitted to censorship 

HS the fear lest Ja Ja should advise his Envoys, who were returning from England, of 
yer possible detention at Accra, and so enable them to evade our authorities at some 
non-British port before arriving at the Gold Coast. These Envoys I considered as 
Ostages, for the safety of the lives and property of those British subjects who were at 
t time residing at the interior markets, and who had been threatened with violence by 
bo men. As long as Ja Ja and the other Opobo Chiefs believed the Envoys to be in 
the power of the British Government, they would refrain from any attack on British 


Subjects. In fact, at that time, the detention of the Envoys was the only hold I had 


ver Ja Ja, and with the life and property of so many British subjects at stake, I could 
Not afford to allow Ja Ja a chance of giving his Envoys a hint to escape from our 


_ “0ntrol. An additional reason was my anxiety to prevent the introduction of any more 


_ Supplies _of improved fire-arms into the country, and, indeed, the chief result of the 
. fensorship was the discovery of a large-order for rifles and cartridges being sent hy Ja Ja 


ough Messrs. Miller Brothers. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. H. JOHNSTON. 


age AS Se ey OL EO EEE Ene fe TG eh re ee 
. No. 104. 


Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 

Sir 
; Foreign Opes, May 5, 1888. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 30th ultimo, marked ‘Very sing,” regarding 


~ Ja Ta’s future residence, I am directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to state to you that 


* concurs with Lord Knutsford’s opinion, that it will be well to wait for Governor 
dall’s expected Report before coming to a final decision. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 


a ectith pellet 


No, 105. 
Question asked in the House of Commons, May 4, 1888. 


Sir Edmund Commerell,—To ask the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 

into consideration the circumstances of the extradition of King Ja Ja, of 

Opobo, as set forth in the correspondence now before the House, will he hold out 

ad Oy that when matters are more settled in Opobo Ja Ja will be allowed 
return, 


Answer. 


Only the conviction that the presence of Ja Ja at Opobo or on the neighbouring 
Sy Would prevent the quiet setllanent of affairs in that region would have induced 
the Jesty’s Government to consent to the extreme course of deporting him ; and 

y have no desire that his exile should continue longer than is necessary. He will be 
vhiet, with all possible consideration and courtesy; and when, under the measures 
are contemplated, the delta of the Niger has been brought under a settled 
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92 q 
Government, and it is ascertained that his presence will no longer be injurious, Her f 
Majesty’s Government will gladly consider the propriety of sanctioning his return to his — 
native land. ts 


- uy 





No. 106. 
Treasury to Foreign Office-—(Received May 10.) 


Sir, Treasury Chambers, May 9, 1888. 

I AM directed by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to acknowledge 
the receipt of Sir T. Villiers Lister’s letter of the 14th ultimo and its inclosures with 
respect to the financial arrangements consequent upon the sentence of deportation and — 
exile passed upon Ja Ja, King of Opobo, by Admiral Sir Walter Hunt-Grubbe. J 

My Lords are informed that it has been determined to deport King Ja Ja to 
Grenada, in the Windward Islands, and that arrangements are now being made through 
the Colonial Office for his reception and maintenance there. \j 

It is stated in Sir T. Villiers Lister's letter, that it will be seen from the decision 0 
Sir W. Hunt-Grubbe, printed on p. 115 of the correspondence, that King Ja Ja’s 
maintenance was fixed at not less than 800/. a-year, to be paid annually in quarterly 
instalments, and that the Secretary of State fully expects that this amount will be covered 
by the “comey,” a duty on trade goods hitherto levied by Ja Ja, but now collected 
through the Consulate. 4 

But while it is hoped that the receipts will always suffice to meet the allowance, it 15 
necessary that the Colonial authorities should be assured of regular quarterly payments, — 
and my Lords are therefore requested to sanction the quarterly issue of 200/., for a 

riod commencing from the 1st December last, that being the date of the sentence, it 

eing understood that the “‘ comey” shall be utilized for repayment; the first instalment 

to be paid out of the sum of 2387/. 19s. 11d. already received under this head from 
Vice-Consul Johnston, 

IT am to state that the particular attention of my Lords has been called to the terms 
of Sir Walter Hunt-Grubbe’s notification to Ja J a, which was as follows :—“ Your 
maintenance in respectability will be assured you, and [ shall propose to the Admiralty 
that a sum varying from 8001. to 1,000/. be paid you annually, in four quarterly 
instalments, the greater or less sum to depend on the affluence of Opobo as regards 
trade, in fact, to be regulated by the ‘comey.’” 

The Admiral seems to have considered it certain that the “ comey ” would reach 
800/. at least in each year, but as it is clear that neither he nor any one else could give 
Her Majesty’s Government positive assurances in the matter, my Lords regard it as oF 
great importance that it should be clearly understood that the annual payment to bea 
made for Ja Ja’s maintenance at Grenada will depend on the amount of “comey 4 
available to meet it. Any surplus of receipts beyond 8001. per annum should. be formed 
into a fund for meeting the deficits of other years. | 

Before assenting to Lord Salisbury’s proposals, my Lords would be glad to learn the 
arrangements which are to be made to secure the receipt and regular transmission of the — 
“comey ” to the Windward Islands, and for the custody of any balance. ) 

I am also to ask how Lord Salisbury proposes to meet the charge in case 
* comey ” should prove deficient. 


¢ : ¥ 
~, & 


the 3 
IT am, &e. a 
(Signed) R. E. WELBY. 
nnn e* 

No. 107. 
Colonial Office to Foreign Office—(Received May 11.) 


Sir, Downing Street, May 11, 1888. 
I AM directed by the Secretary of State for the Colonies to acquaint you, for the 
information of the Marquis of Salisbury, with reference to your letter of the 3rd insta” Yan 
that a telegram has to-day been received from the Governor of the Gold Coast Colony: a 
dated the 10th instant, as follows :— , 


| 
| — 
“Ja Ja embarked Sth May.” | a 


' 
; 


(Signed) © ROBERT G. W, HERBERT. 
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No. 108. 
Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 12, 1888, 
WITH reference to your letter of the 11th instant respecting the departure of 
va Ja from Accra, I am directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to state to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, that, in his Lordship’s opinion, as 
Her Majesty’s ship “Icarus” is due at Grenada about the 31st instant, it would be 
advisable now to send telegraphic instructions to the Governor to prepare for her arrival. 

I am, &e. ; 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 


No. 109. 
Colonial Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 17.) 


Sir, Downing Street, May 16, 1888. 

WITH reference to the letter from this Department of the 30th ultimo and your 
reply of the 3rd instant, I am directed by Lord Knutsford to transmit to you, to be laid 

fore the Marquis of Salisbury, a copy of a despatch from the Governor of the Wind- 
ward Islands on the subject of the selection of a place of residence for Ja Ja. 

Tam to observe that the word « lonely” in Governor Sendall’s telegram of the 
28th ultimo should apparently have been the code word “ lovely,” which means “ can be 
obtained at.” 

Lord Knutsford would be glad to be informed what instructions Lord Salisbury would 
ROW wish to be sent to Governor Sendall. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) R. H. MEADE. 
a EEL eyo EX CEL oe 


Inclosure in No. 109. 


Governor Sendall to Lord Knutsford. 
{Ponfidential.) 
Jy 


Lord, Grenada, April 27, 1888. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Confidential] 
despatch of the 4th April, in which you inform me that it is desired to deport Ja Ja, the 
deposed Chief of Opobo, to one of these colonies, ; 

a I have this day dispatched a telegram to your Lordship, stating that a residence can 
procured for Ja Ja in the Grenadines, 

In the absence of any particulars as to the number of his attendants, and the extent 
and character of the accommodation required, it is not possible for me to give any precise 
Ik te of the cost of providing a residence for Ja Ja; but I have ascertained that the 

land of Baliseau, in St, Vincent, on which there is a fairly good house, can be rented 
or 50/. a-year; and I am making inquiries, to which I have not yet received a reply, 
about a house in Carriacon, which, I think, could be obtained for a less amount. The 

Island of Carriacon would be a much less isolated place of residence than Baliseau, and, 

PS, also preferable upon other accounts, 

bs Whether either of the houses mentioned above would be adequate for the desired 
aoe will depend upon information which I have not yet received; but I do not think 

* anything much better could be found in any _ Say erg 
ve, &c. 
(Signed) WALTER J. SENDALL. 


i ss--,-__-_,_,, 
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No. 110. 
Colonial Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 19.) 
Sit. > Downing Street, May 19, 1888. 
- WITH reference to previous correspondence, I am directed by the Secretary of 


_ State for the Colonies to transmitto you, for the information of the Marqui of Salisbury, aj 
a of a telegram from the Governor of the Gold Coast, reporting the departure for 
Englond in the steam-ship “ Mandingo” of Ja Ja’s four attendants. 


I am, &c. 
. (Signed) ROBERT G. W. HERBERT. 


: 





Inclosure in No. 110. 
Governor Sir W. B. Griffith to Lord Knutsford. 


(Telegraphic.) Elmina, April 18, 1888. 
A JA’S four attendants left by ‘‘ Mandingo.” Should be met on arrival. ,, 





No. 111. - 
Foreign Office to Colonial Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 21, 1888. 
IN reply to your letter of the 19th instant, I am directed by the Marquis of Salisbury 
to inquire when the “Mandingo” is expected to arrive in England, and how soon — 
tetra Ja Ja’s attendants can be sent on to their destination in the Windward — 
an | a 


I am, &e. 5 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. , a 





No. 112. 
Foreign Office to Colonial Office. : 
. “ a 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 21, 1888. 
I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to We 2 A Hs the receipt of your — 


fetter of the 16th instant, forwarding copy of a despatch from the Governor of the — 
Windward Islands relative to the selection of a place of residence for Ja Ja, and Iam to ~ 
request that you will inform Lord Knutsford that Lord Salisbury would be glad if the — 
residence of the deposed Chief could be fixed at a place where he may be as comfortable 

















as he can be made without unreasonable expense. +g 
Seat Signed)”. Y. LISTER. 
No. 113. 4 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 23, 1888. 


IN reply to your letter of the 9th instant, I am directed by the Marquis of Salisbury 
to state to you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's” 
Treasury, that the “comey” out of which the maintenance of Ja Ja is to be defrayed — 
will be collected and sent home by the Consular officers on the spot, arrangements being — 
made at this Office for the payment of the quarterly allowance to the Colonial Office, a? 
account being kept of the balance. . o 

There is good reason to believe that trade will increase in consequence of the — 
banishment of Ja Ja, and it is probable that there will be a surplus from the “ comey-” 
But should there be a deficit it would, in Lord Salisbury’s opinion, have to be met out of a 
the Imperial revenue, as Ja Ja is practically a State prisoner. - 


pi 


95 


I am to add that Lord Salisbury would be glad to receive an early intimation of the 
Yrnsent of the Board to the proposed arrangement, as he learns from the Colonial Office 
‘hat Ja Ja’s four attendants left on the 18th instant on board the “ Mandingo ”’ for this 
Country, and it will be necessary to defray the expenses connected with their journey, 
1 maintenance in this country, and their conveyance to Grenada. 


I am, &c. 
| (Signed) T. V. LISTER. 
gn nel clap as, ce CE tN 
| | No. 114. 






| Acting Consul Johnston to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received May 25.) 
| fo. 15. Africa.) 
_ Aly Lord, Old Calabar, April 4, 1888. 
fe t WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch No. 7 of the 2nd March, 1888, and its 
20 Inclosures, of Messrs. Miller Brothers’ letter to your Lordship of the 23rd February, 
888, and of the printed extracts from the same firm’s correspondence relating to Ja Ja’s 
ke>. 8, I have the honour to make the following remarks, which I trust will close this 
_ Unprofitable subject of controversy, 
} Messrs. Miller Brothers appear to be naif enough to imagine that a collection of 
lected extracts from their correspondence by letter with certain individuals (some of 
__ Wich correspondence contains sentences in unintelligible cypher, to which a translation 
not appended) is sufficient to exculpate them from my charge of having in past times 
ued directly or through their representatives in Opobo “a policy of obstruction to 





~onsular authority and intrigue with the natives.” They do not furnish us with copies 

4nd translations of all their telegraphic messages to their agents during the Opobo 

" Tisis, although their telegrams to Opobo amount, even in normal times, so at least their 

yecnt in Opobo informs me, to two or three a-week. We ignore also what their verbal 
_ “tstructions to their agents may have been. 

EP . A few passages, however, even in the selected extracts from their letters, published 

: the pamphlet inclosed in your Lordship’s despatch No. 7, tend to show what attitude 

of y have assumed during my struggle in Opobo to maintain free trade. In their letter 

he! the 18th August, 1887, occurs this passage referring to my order of that date 

lee Prohibiting trade with Ja Ja: “‘ Meantime, and until you hear from us definitely by cable 

Tenet wise, trade can be gone on with as before. It seems too absurd for Consul 

Feo ston to attempt to stop such a trade as ours in the peremptory manper he attempted, 

I dless of the immense loss that would arise,” &c. And again, in answer to their 

re ‘ia 8 notification of my stoppage of trade with Ja Ja, they reply, “ Continue trade till 

; “ag action confirmed.” As well might any one refuse to comply with any adverse 

~ juai ton of the Consular Court “until confirmed,” and thus hamper the Consul in his 

i." Capacity. 

| . On the 16th September, Messrs. Miller Brothers advise “dear Ja Ja,” through 

th agent, that “he can easily arrange with the Eboe (Ibo) men to trade with him and 

x © Opobo men only, and if he can run the bulk of trade for even six months, he will so 

pret the amalgamated people that they will be glad to leave. It is a case of com- 

th tion, and if the Opobo men are as active as they should be, they can clear away all 

~ Produce, so that none of it goes to Bonny or the amalgamated people.” Nice advice 

“ter? “ive to an unscrupulous Chief like Ja Ja! And hardly consistent with previous 

tee admonitions of Lord Rosbery, of your Lordship, and of different Consular and 

fro l authorities to Ja Ja, respecting free trade at the markets, and Ja Ja‘s abstinence 

»} exerting improper influence to monopolize the trade of countries lying outside his 

wn territory. Messrs. Miller Brothers would, I am sure, have been distressed at the 

panner in which Ja Ja “ easily arranged ” to force the Ibo men to trade neither with the 

R “ny men (Messrs. Miller Brothers have no establishment in Bonny), nor with the 

“ropeans established in the interior, ‘They would not like to know that the “casy 

Of cho cnt” consisted of deposing the King of Ohombela and putting him in irons, 

eo Shooting, flogging, enslaving, or driving out of the country such Ibo men as had 

bine with the white men contrary to Ja Ja’s orders, to say nothing of the large 

hei offered to those who were too powerful to bully to cease all relations with the 

from ets oF the Bonny men. By these means, Ja Ja—until he was removed—kept us 

5 he foming to terms with Ohombela, Azumena, and other places, while he drove the 

ban men from their own particular market of Orata, and thus nearly caused a conflict 

fen Opobo and Bonny. 
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The passages contained in Miller Brothers’ letter of the 14th November, 1887 (pp. 1! 
and 12), to Mr. Bannerman, Ja Ja’s solicitor at Accra, implying that “ the arrest of Ja J® 
was the outcome of a preconcerted agreement or ‘a secret scheme,’ probably concocted | 
and recommended by Consul Hewett and known to the members of the amalgamation” 
and the “merchants of Liverpool,” are disgraceful in their weak spitefulness, and até 
utterly devoid of foundation. a 

Since my return to Old Calabar, I have reread my letter to Mr. Farquhar of the 
11th December, 1887 (p. 4 of Miller Brothers’ Pamphlet), and I confess [ see nothing #3 ~ 
it which, given the same circumstances, I should not feel justified in writing a to any — 
other person under my Consular jurisdiction, basing my authority on the West Afric@ 
Order in Council of 1885, and former Orders in Council still extant. With all fair and 
legal means of monopolizing the natives’ trade I have no right to interfere, but I should — 
certainly consider it necessary to punish and repress any attempt on the part of a trader | 
to drive his commercial rivals from the field by aiding and instigating natives to stop the 
legitimate trade of the competing merchants, or by advising the natives to disregard the 
Consul’s decisions and to disobey his orders. Messrs. Miller Brothers, by their energy: 
enterprise, and lavish expenditure, have secured almost the entirety of the trade of Opob' 
proper, that is to say, of Ja Ja’s country. This has been brought about by legitimate 
means. But I can recognize no right on their part to advise Ja Ja to make “easy 
arrangements” with the Ibo people to drive the other merchants from the interiol 
markets, in order that Ja Ja (i.e., Miller Brothers) should enjoy a complete monopoly & 
the produce which issues from the Opobo River. 

I am glad, however, to be able to inform your Lordship, that if this somewhal 
acrimonious contention has indirectly existed between Messrs. Miller Brothers and 
myself up to the present time, I have for the last few months been on excellent terms 
with their agents in the different portions of my district. I desire especially to beat 
witness to the loyal and energetic manner in which Mr. Farquhar, Miller Brothers’ agen® 
in Opobo, has recently assisted me in bringing to a peaceful conclusion a rey dise 
agreeable question pending in that place. I have—not necessarily on account of this 
but mainly from a consideration of the important interests Mr. Farquhar represents— 
appointed him a member of the Opobo Governing Council. 

I have commented at considerable length on the subject of my previously expressed. 
opinion of Messrs. Miller Brothers’ action in Opobo more with the intention of justif i 
myself for what I have said and written than with the idea of laying any complain 
against that firm. I bear not the least ill-feeling towards them for having, in their ow? 
interests, opposed my own views as to free trade and discouragement of monopolies 
Had their agents seriously transgressed the law, they would have incurred punishment liké 
any one else. I do not think Messrs. Miller Brothers in any way exceptional in thet 
commercial morality. Two years and a-half spent in this Consular district have suffice® 
to reveal to me the utter unscrupulousness of British traders where money is to be made 
They are only restrained in their actions by a wholesome fear of the consequences whic? 
may attend a breach of the law. It has so happened that my policy and my view" 
respecting the Administration of this Protectorate have conflicted with Miller Brother® 
interests, and have suited the plans of the other associated firms. Consequently, the oB8 
has opposed me and the others have supported me. But it is quite easy to imagine th®” 
the o ite might have occurred, and then I have no doubt that the associated firms 
could have imitated or possibly exceeded anything that Miller Brothers have done * 
have tried to do. | 

I quite appreciate the energy, enterprise, perseverance, and ample resources of 
Messrs. Miller Brothers, and I have no doubt that when these qualities are propel’) 
controlled by a respect for local authority, they will prove valuable factors in the 
development of this rich Protectorate. 4 

I have, &c. = 
(Signed) H. H. JOHNSTON. — 


No. 116. sy 
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Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received May 25.) 


Sir, Downing Street, May 24, 189 ; 

WITH reference to previous correspondence, I'am directed by Lord Knutsford | o! 
transmit to you, to be laid before the Marquis of Salisbury, a copy of a despatch from® 
Governor of the Gold Coast respecting the deposed Chief Ja Ja. a 
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_ __ The four attendants who Ja Ja wished should accompany him to the West Indies 
_ re on their way to this country in the steam-ship “Mandingo,” but I am to draw 
§ attention to the other requests made by Ja Ja in his letter of the 18th April, especially 
that relating to his wife and her two attendants. 
= Iam, &c. ' 
* (Signed) R. H. MEADE. 
a 
ae Inclosure 1 in No. 115. 


q 





c. Governor Sir W. Griffith to Lord Knutsford. 

a (Sonfidential.) x st 

My Lora, Christiansborg Castle, Accra, April 19, 1888. 
_ . I HAD the honour to receive from your Lordship on the evening of the 16th 
instant the following telegraphic despatch :— 

e “Tt has been decided to send man-of-war to convey Ja Ja Windward Islands, 
_ Accommodation cannot be provided for more than one attendant on board. Relatives 
_ 4nd others must go by mail-steamer, if necessary. How many does he want? You 
gs Should not communicate to Ja Ja destination until specifically authorized to, but you are 
_ informed confidentially in order to enable you make necessary preparations. Telegraph 
-. any suggestions.” : x 

_ 2. L invited Ja Ja and his son Sunday to breakfast next morning, and informed him 
3 - of such part of your Lordship’s telegram as it was necessary for him to know, He got 
~ Much excited, and said that two days after he arrived at his destination he would die, and 
_ He said this with such emphasis and determination, that it appeared to me that he 
| Contemplated suicide. He added that he wished Sunday to go to England, all his other 
_ People to Opobo, and to be accompanied by one attendant only. He turned ashen in 
_ omplexion, but preserved his dignity. 

_, 3. I reasoned with him for some time, with the result that he said he would go 
home and think the matter over, and next day Sunday brought me the message which is 
_ &mbodied in the annexed copy of a letter from his father. 

a _ 4. 1 thereupon addressed to your Lordship on the same day, the 18th instant, the 
' Subjoined telegram :— 

_ , “Referring to your telegram of 16th April, advise that person named may proceed 


norte! afi 


4 head-quarters, Windward Islands, accompanied by son at first, as well as attendant. 
J Cannot be too cautious with him, for fear of death from nostalgia; should be gently treated. 
_ 4\equires four other passages.” : 

' . 5. I judge that it would be most advisable for Sunday to accompany his father at 

first. I have no doubt that if the old man gets home sick, and had not his son by him, he 

_ Might attempt to make away with himself, or, if not successful in this, that he might 

_ Sicken and die, He has on two or three oceasions sent to me to ask leave to have his 
_ Coffin prepared, but I have thereupon had him to breakfast on these occasions and 
- Cheered him up. He has, furthermore, breakfasted with me after Divine Service in the 
Hilliard room here each Sunday morning of late, and I think he has got to like me and 

_ 4sten to my advice. 

' . 6. I indicated Grenada to your Lordship as, in my opinion, the most desirable place 
for Ja Ja to reside at, because he would there be under the eye of the Governor-in-chief 
_ imself, because the climate resembles that of Africa, and because he would there attract 

PR less attention than if sent to Barbados. ; 
be 7. I do not like to conelude this despatch without expressing to your Lordship the 


Sem liking and regard with which I look upon Ja Ja so far as my own dealings with 
im have gone. 3 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) W. BRANDFORD GRIFFITH. 
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p King Ja Ja to Governor Sir W. Griffith. | 
Christiansborg, April 18, 1888. 
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Sir 
WITH reference to what you told me yesterday, I wish to take my son Sunday with 
Me, but I should like four ota attendants a be sent after me wherever I might be taken 


; 


“iY residence. 
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> “P.S.—As some of the names in the signatures appended to the Ohombela Treat, Z 


~, 


(w hij is really atte wiles are in its way) are indistinctly written, I append @ 
e names Cit n Out. | 
H, H..J.08 





Inclosure 1 in No. 115*. 
Treaty with the Kings and Chiefs of Ohombela, signed at Ohombela, March 29, 1888. _ 


HER Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
Empress of India, &c., and the Kings and Chiefs of Ohombela being desirous ot 
maintaining and strengthening the relations of peace and friendship which have for so 
long existed between them ; | 

Her Britannic Majesty has named and appointed H. H. Johnston, Esq., Her Acti 
Consul for the Bights of Benin and Biafra, to conclude a Treaty for this purpose. a 

The said H. H. Johnston, Esq., and the said Kings and Chiefs of Ohombela, have 
agreed upon and concluded the following Articles :— a 


“Ss 





* 
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ARTICLE I. | iq 

Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, &c., in compliance with the 
request of the Kings, Chiefs, and people of Ohombela, hereby undertakes to extend to — 
them, and to the territory under their authority and jurisdiction, her gracious fayout 
and protection. i. 
ARTICLE Il. ° 


The Kings and Chiefs of Ohombela agree and promise to refrain from entering into 3 


any correspondence, Agreement, or Treaty with any foreign nation or Power, except 
with the knowledge and sanction of Her Britannic Majesty’s Government. ; 


| ARTICLE III. 

It is agreed that full and exclusive jurisdiction, civil and criminal, over British — 
subjects and their property in the territory of Ohombela, is reserved to Her Britannic 
Majesty, to be exercised by such Consular or other officers as Her Majesty shall appoint 
for that purpose. 4 
The same jurisdiction is likewise reserved to Her Majesty in the said territory of 
Ohombela over foreign subjects enjoying British protection, who shall be deemed to be 
included in the expression “ British subject” throughout this Treaty. | 


ARTICLE IV. 


All disputes between the Kings and Chiefs of Ohombela, or between them and— 
_ British or foreign traders, or between the aforesaid Kings and Chiefs and neighbouring — 
tribes, which cannot be settled amicably between the two parties, shall be submitted 1 0 
the British Consular or other officers appointed by Her Britannic Majesty to exercise 
jurisdiction in the British Protectorate of the Oil Rivers territories for arbitration and — 
decision, or for arrangement. : 


re 
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ARTICLE YV. : 


The Kings and Chiefs of Ohombela hereby engage to assist the British Consular oF 
other officers in the execution of such duties as may be assigned to them; and, further, 
to act upon their advice in matters relating to the administration of justice, the develop- — 
ment of the resources of the country, the interests of commerce, or in any other 

iter in relation to peace, order, and good government, and the general progress OF 
civilization. Ro 
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ARTICLE VI, 


The subjects and citizens of all countries may freely carry on trade in every part fl 
the territories of the Kings and Chiefs parties hereto, and may have houses and facto 


ARTIOLE VIL ie 


All ministers of the Christian religion shall be permitted to reside and exercise th ‘ir 
calling within the territories of the aforesaid Kings and Chiefs, who hereby guarantee tO 
them full protection, ae 
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No. 128. . 
Foreign Office to Consul Hewett. a 
No. 17.) 7 


ir, Foreign Office, June 13, 1888. 

_ I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to transmit to you herewith, for your — 
information, a copy of a letter, as marked in the margin,* received from the Board — 
of Admiralty, giving an account of the arrival in the Windward Islands of Her Majesty's — 
ship “ Icarus” with King Ja Ja on board. 


. ihe WAY 


lam, &c. 4 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 
No. 129. | "4 
_ Foreign Office to Treasury. | 





Foreign Office, June 13, 1888. 
[Transmits Admiralty letter of June 10, 1888: ante, No. 125.] 





No. 130. 


Colonial Office to Foreign Office —(Received June 15.) 


Sir, Downing Street, June 14,1888. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 6th instant and to previous correspondence 

respecting the ex-King Ja Ja, I am directed by Lord Knutsford to transmit to you, for 

the information of the Marquis of Salisbury, a copy of a correspondence with the British _ 


and African Steam Navigation Company (Limited), reporting the arrival in Liverpool of 
the four attendants on Ja Ja, and the arrangements made for their maintenance and _ 
conveyance to St. Vincent. a 


Iam, &c. | 
(Signed) EDWARD WINGFIELD. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 130. 
Colonial Office to Messrs. Elder, Dempster, and Co. 


Gentlemen, Downing Street, June 7, 1888. 
I AM directed by Lord Knutsford to acknowledge, with his Lordship’s thanks, your 
letter of the 265th ultimo, relative to the expected arrival, at Liverpool on the lith 
instant, of the four attendants of ex-King Ja Ja, and to state that Lord Knutsford will be | 
obliged if you will make arrangements for their maintenance during their stay in 
Liverpool, and send them on to Barbados by a steamer which it is understood will leave 4 
sai a = 16th instant. 7% 
am further to request that you will arrange with the tofthe steam-ship Company 

at Barbados to transfer the ca men to a steamer foathag that island for St. Vincent, 
and that you will report the nature of the arrangements made, so as to admit ofa ) 
og age being addressed to the Governor of Barbados if necessary by the mail of 
14th instant. «Te 


I am, &e. 
(Signed) | EDWARD WINGFIELD. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 130. 4 


Messrs. Elder, Dempster, and Co. to Colonial Office. 2 


Sir, 14, Castle Street, Liverpool, June 8, 1888. 
WE are duly in receipt of your favour of 7th instant. We note your instructions = 

ing the attendants of King Ja Ja, and shall have very much pleasure in giving wa 

same our most careful attention. P| 
© Nos. 124 and 125. 


120 
cate te No. 144. 
Crown Agents for the Colonies to Foreign Office —(Received July 25.) 


Sir, Downing Street, London, July 24, 1888. 

WE understand from the Colonial Office that you have been requested to pay to us 
the sum of 520/. 8s. 10d., in repayment of expenses incurred by the Government of the 
Gold Coast on account of King Ja Ja of Opobo; and I have to request that this sum may 
be placed to the credit of our account at the Bank of England. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) EK. E. BLAKE. 
No. 145. 
Colonial Office to Foreign Office.—(Received July 28.) 
Sir Downing Street, July 27, 1888. 


> 
WITH reference to the letter from this Department of the 25th ultimo, I am 
directed by Lord Knutsford to transmit to you, to be laid before the Marquis of 
Salisbury, a copy of a letter from Messrs. Elder, Dempster, and Co., with inclosures, 
in original, forwarding a further claim in respect of the passages of attendants of King 
Ja Ja to St. Vincent, West Indies. 


I am, &e. 
(Signed) EDWARD WINGFIELD. 





Inclosure 1 in No, 145. 
Messrs. Elder, Dempster, and Co. to Colonial Office. 


Sir, 14, Castle Street, Liverpool, July 24, 1888. 

WE now have the honour to acquaint you of the safe arrival of the four attendants 
of ex-King Ja Ja at Barbados on the Ist instant. We also inclose extract of a letter 
from the Steam-ship Company’s agents, showing how these men were forwarded oun to 
St. Vincent. We inclose herewith debit note for the passage money from Barbados 
to St. Vincent, amounting to 5/., with the receipt from the master of the schooner 
attached, 

We have 


, &e. 
(Signed) ELDER, DEMPSTER, anp Co. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 145. 


Receipt. 
Barbados, July 1, 1888. 
RECEIVED this day from Messrs. Da Costa and Co, the sum of 24 dollars for four 


cabin passages to St. Vincent, 
(Signed) C. REID, 
Master of Schooner “ Petrel.” 





Inclosure 3 in No. 145. 
Extract of Letter dated Barbados, July 9, 1888. 


THE “Floridian” arrived at 6°30 a.m. on Sunday, the Ist July, and having been 
previously notified by you that four attendants of the exiled African King Ja Ja would be 
passengers by her, to be sent on to St. Vincent, we arranged with the master of a 
schooner to await the arrival of the steamer, and take them on immediately. They 
therefore did not land here, but went at-once on board the schooner, which sailed 
for St. Vincent about three hours after the “ Floridian” anchored. We deemed it better 
to make this arrangement, so as to prevent the men from knocking about Bridgetown 


